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Rebuilding
Southeast Michigan
Disaster Relief teams descend on Warren and surrounding areas
to rebuild homes damaged in the August 2014 flood

Matthew Branch, far right, gives power washing instructions to (L-R) Miranda Bell, Emily Cotter,
Abby Stokes, Megan Perge, and Elizabeth Stewart. Photo by Ronda Corn.
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Church uses new social WMU’s ‘Dolls on
app to connect with
Mission’ provides dolls
attendees, community for third-world girls
Redemption Church, Grandville uses
video broadcasting app Periscope to
share vision, answer questions

Recent ‘Gathering of the Dolls’ collected numerous handmade dolls to
be taken overseas on mission trips
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Disaster Relief flood cleanup project underway
By Jonathan Guenther
Managing Editor

WARREN — On August 12, 2014, a severe
storm brought record amounts of rainfall to
southeastern Michigan. According to weather
reports, parts of Macomb and Oakland counties
saw as much as six inches of rain.
The storms brought massive flooding to the
area, damaging 129,000 homes. Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief saw the need arising from the
flood and launched a massive recovery project in
2015.
“God is opening countless doors for opportunities for us to do ministry,” said Mickey Caison, Project Coordinator for the Disaster Relief
recovery effort.
Disaster Relief originally set up their base at
Warren Woods Baptist Church. On June 15, the
project took possession of Schofield Elementary
School in Warren, housing over a hundred volunteers in school classrooms and feeding them in
the school’s cafeteria and gym.
“A year before the flood, God prepared for us
to be in that building,” Caison said.
The school underwent a $1.5 million renovation at that time, but it was subsequently closed
and was only being used for storage until the
flood hit.
“God has confirmed that [our recovery efforts
are] something he’s set in motion,” Casion added.
According to Caison, potentially 8,000 to
10,000 of the homes will require rebuilding help.
The number could be even higher, adding uncertainty as to whether efforts will be completed
when the commitment to the project ends in
August 2016.
“There’s no way that the three organizations
committed to this project will be able to complete
it,” Caison said. “We need help.”

The Disaster Relief project is focused on
rebuilding homes, but efforts span further than
only construction. Caison has teams for a variety
of tasks — namely surveying homes, meeting
emotional and spiritual needs through survivor
care, and supporting other volunteers through
base camp and warehouse assistance.
“A lot of these people are having problems
with the experience of the flood itself,” Caison
said. “So many people have asked, ‘Where is
God in this?’ Those types of questions lend themselves to spiritual needs.”
Due to the assortment of needs the team has
and the varying intensity of different tasks, volunteers only need to have completed the seventh
grade and be 14 years of age or older. Construction work involves primarily mud-out and installing sheet rock, but other less labor-intensive tasks
include assessing homes for construction, cooking meals for volunteers, assisting local pastors
in counseling or following up with flood victims,
and maintaining and cleaning the base camp.
According to Caison, most volunteers are
short-term but some come to Michigan for a
month or more. One group from South Carolina,
for instance, has been working since June and is
staying until mid-August. Opportunities abound
for Michigan Baptists to get involved in the
cleanup effort.
“There are a number of options — a couple of
days, a week, or a month,” Caison said. “During
summers and breaks, we’ll have churches bring
high school students… so there are a lot of opportunities.”
In addition to a mission trip type of experience, Caison added that groups of college students come to serve for a spring break or Christmas break trip.

See Flood Cleanup on page 3

Sharon Voss and Anthony Cunningham
power wash a basement as part of Disaster
Relief’s cleanup efforts in southeastern
Michigan. (Photo by Ronda Corn)

WMU-hosted camps welcome girls to Bambi Lake
By Sue Hodnett
and Helen Henley

Special to the Baptist Beacon
ROSCOMMON — What images come to mind when thinking of
summer camp — cookouts, campfires, swimming, mini golf, hiking,
s’mores, or milkshakes? The recent
WMU-hosted girls’ camps at Bambi
Lake Conference and Retreat Center
offered each of these as it sought to
create a life-changing atmosphere for
students.

Girls’ Mission Adventure Camp

Bambi Lake played host to the
Girls’ Mission Adventure Camp on
July 6-10. This week offered girls
worship, Bible study, mission lessons
and projects, missionaries, crafts,
games, creative tracks, and more.

The camp’s theme, “Made to Follow,” provided lessons and opportunities to assist the campers in learning to make life decisions that would
be reminders of God’s love and their
willingness to follow Him.
The camp sought to help campers
learn key life lessons: to trust in God
alone, to go where God goes, and
move when God moves.
Girls learned about Send Detroit
and the North American Mission
Board’s focus for planting churches
and reaching the communities for
Christ. Camp missionaries Penny
Litchfield and her daughter Faith —
Penny and her husband Kevin are
NAMB missionaries — shared their
passion for prayer and praying for
Detroit.
Campers heard about how they

can pray for the city and get involved
in mission work there with local area
churches. They were reminded that
they are called to follow Christ and
should do that in every area of their
lives.
“When I get older, I want to become a missionary,” said Faith, a girl
from The Shore Church in St. Joseph
who attended the Girls’ Mission
Adventure Camp. “[Coming to camp]
is a great opportunity to take a step
toward this.”
The camp also offered the opportunity to cook new dishes from different places around the world. They
painted to music and did creative
movement to worship.
The week provided a mission
service project creating mission dolls.
An ongoing project for the week

included sewing, making the dolls’
faces, and stuffing dolls.
The completed dolls will go to
children in Southeast Asia, Africa,
and the Middle East with mission
teams serving in August, September,
and November. The girls also made
bracelets for The More Beautiful
Than Diamonds Boutique.
Campers also prayed for missionaries. Amanda, a camp leader who
will be a Journeyman in the fall, and
Lindsay, who serves in Oscoda, were
lifted in prayer.
Girls prayed over retired missionary T. B. Smith, who was at Bambi
on his birthday. They also prayed for
Jason Livvix, pastor of Fresh Start
Fellowship in Oscoda, on his birthSee Girls’ Camps on page 3
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Church uses new social app to connect with attendees, community
By Jonathan Guenther
Managing Editor

GRANDVILLE — It’s easy for churches to
connect with people on Sundays, but how can they
bridge the weeklong gap in between?
Redemption Church, a new church plant that
launched on April 5, has turned to new social media app Periscope
for its answer to
that question.
“Over the last
six months, some
people I follow…
would post, ‘Live
on Periscope,” said Steve Busch, Redemption
Church’s worship pastor. “I started exploring this
and thought it would be great.”
Periscope is a live video streaming app that
launched earlier in 2015. In March, Twitter purchased the startup responsible for its creation
shortly after its launch, giving the app major traction.
The app offers live video streaming with a chat
box integrated into the screen. Users can provide
instant feedback through chat or tap the screen to
give the broadcaster a “heart,” similar to a “like”
on Facebook.
“Periscope is a place where people can not only
hear from us but interact with us,” Busch said.
Redemption Church does not own a building,
but instead sets up on Saturdays in a rented facility, hosts worship on Sunday mornings, and hosts
small groups on Sunday nights. For Redemption
Church, Busch said, Periscope met a need as the
only way for the church to connect with its body is
outside of a building.
“If they can connect with us on a Wednesday
night on their couch, that’s pretty awesome,”
Busch said.
Even for those for whom mid-week meetings
are a possibility, Busch sees potential for using
social media instead.
“I’m keenly aware of the fact that nobody
wants another meeting,” Busch said. “What are
some ways we can utilize the technology at our
disposal? How can we utilize this to not call them
back out for another meeting?”
“I would argue that even at an established
church that’s been around for 15 years, people still
desire to connect with the senior pastor and the
church,” Busch said, adding that Periscope provides a great way for churches to meet this need.
“They want to feel like they’re connected.”
Periscope’s interactive element gives people —

and churches — the opportunity to connect with
Redemption Church has found multiple ways to
viewers personally. Many broadcasters use the
utilize the network.
platform for question-and-answer sessions or to
As worship pastor, Busch communicates with
take input from viewers as they share on a topic of his worship team, sharing new songs and explainexpertise. Periscope’s chat feature allows broading why the church runs things in the manner they
casters to connect with viewers personally, even
have chosen.
calling them by name as a comment or question is
“It builds buy-in with your volunteers and
answered.
allows them to connect with you,” Busch said.
From Busch’s
“We’re going to use this to stay connected and
perspective, the
build buy-in as to why we do what we do.”
interactive eleHe also noted that, in addition to the recent
ment gives users
prayer night the church held, they also intend to
an opportunity to
highlight ways to get involved in small groups and
connect in a way
answer questions about baptism.
that isn’t possible
Even though Periscope has a lot to offer
with other video streaming platforms.
churches, the platform does not come without its
“We’re looking for ways to cast vision, teach,
challenges.
share discipleship ideas, share encouragement, and
“Periscope isn’t any different from any other
explain what we’re all about,” Busch said. “Perisocial media [network] in that some goofball can
scope is a place where people can not only hear
make a comment that is… flat out inappropriate,
from us but interact with us.”
just like you can visit a Facebook page that is inapNow that the church has used Periscope mulpropriate,” Busch said. “I say that as a disclaimer
tiple times, church leadership has developed a
because Periscope is like a live webcam where
strategy to be more effective. Busch found one
anyone can record anything and nobody’s policing
major difference to be advance promotion.
that. It takes care and maturity to know how to use
“One time we posted on all social networks
it.”
a few days in advance,” he said. “We posted on
Periscope has also been scrutinized for potential
Facebook a few days ahead and shared on Twitintellectual property violations. The app’s terms of
ter two to three times a day. We also sent out… a
service forbids the rebroadcasting of copyrighted
[message] explaining that
material and threatens
first you need a Twitter prosuspension or removal of
file, so as easily and simply
users who do, but major
as we could we explained
1. For non-Twitter users, Create a events — such as the Floyd
that to our people.”
Mayweather, Jr. vs. Manny
Twitter account at
He noted that viewership
Pacquiao fight in May and
of the publicized broadcast
HBO’s Game of Thrones
twitter.com/signup.
was significantly higher
season premiere — have
2. Download the free Periscope
than that of a recent Saturseen a number of users
app at periscope.tv.
day evening prayer night
filming their screen, allowthat was not promoted.
ing others to view these
3. Tap the “Log in with Twitter”
While broadcasts remain
paid events for free.
button at the bottom of the
available for replay for 24
Regardless, Busch sees
hours, only live viewers are
the potential for churches
screen.
able to participate in Perito use the platform in ma4. Follow other users to watch
scope’s chat feature.
jor ways.
“This was part of the
“As we head to the
their broadcasts or start a
success of the first one,”
fall, every church has big
broadcast from within the app. seasons of momentum,”
Busch noted about the
promotion. “The lead time
Busch said. “The fall is it
is very important.”
for us, [and] we will definitely be using Periscope
He believes broadcasting about once a week
as well as other social media [apps].”
is an effective utilization of the app. Using it too
“It will be huge,” Busch said of its potential for
much can “over-saturate interest,” but, “If it was
impact. “People don’t hear from their lead pastor
a regularly scheduled thing, we’d probably do it
a lot except for when he’s preaching on Sunday
once a week in the evening,” he said.
morning.” 
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Flood Cleanup

“God’s going to do
things in the hearts of
the college students who
come,” Caison said. “It’s
really exciting for me to see
what’s going on here.”
Caison compared these
trips to Moses sending spies
to Caanan. “That’s what’s
going to happen with volunteers coming from other
states,” Caison said. “Some
of them will fall in love
with this place and want to
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come back.”
For more information on
volunteering with Disaster
Relief’s flood recovery
efforts in southeastern
Michigan, visit http://www.
namb.net/
michigan-flood. Volunteers
will need to pay a $25 fee
to register and will pay a
$25 daily fee for housing,
meals, and supplemental
insurance. 

Girls’ Camps

from page 1

day.
Campers learned that they are
on mission everywhere they go
and every day they live, as God
has called each of them as a missionary in her own mission field.
Five girls committed to make
Christ their Lord and Savior, and
over 60 campers renewed their
promise to “trust in God and follow Him alone.”
With the generous help of individuals, churches, WMU grants,
and funds collected at women’s
mission retreats, several camp
scholarships were available for
students.
Planning is already underway for the 2016 Girls’ Mission
Adventure Camp. Details will be
available by the end of the year.

Bambi Lake Conference and Retreat Center in Roscommon hosted a Mom and Me Mission Camp
Shortly after the conclusion
group of girls and their mothers or grandmothers for the Mom and Me
of
the
Girls’ Mission Camp, The
Mission Camp on July 10-11. The camp was one of two WMU-sponsored
Mom
and
Me Mission Camp
camps for girls hosted at Bambi Lake this summer.
began.
Taking
place July 10-11,
(Photo courtesy of Sue Hodnett)
this camp welcomed girls and their
mothers or grandmothers to Bambi

Lake.
“Making Memories” was the
theme of this year’s Mom and Me
camp weekend. The camp offered uninterrupted, focused time
for mothers and daughters — or
grandmothers and granddaughters
— to join together in Bible study,
time with missionaries, outdoor
adventure, and recreation.
Many girls attended camp for
the first time. The camp is designed to help familiarize younger
girls with the camp experience and
help them grow spiritually while
also spending time with family.
“I’m so grateful that the Lord
opened the door for us to attend,
and what a blessing it was!” said
Brenda Browning of the Upper
Peninsula Association. “Everything from the delicious food,
comfortable accommodations, fun
crafts, worshipful songs, prayer
walk, mission message and new
friendships… it was a beautiful
time for my daughter and me to
connect in our faith journey.” 
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Gaining perspective from a high school reunion
It has been
many years since
Sabrina and I have
been able to go
back to our respective hometowns
and be afforded
enough time just
to drive the streets
Tim Patterson and visit our old
Executive Director/ haunts. Not long
ago, though, we
Treasurer
were able to do just
that.
The occasion that provided us this
opportunity was an all-encompassing
high school reunion for Sabrina’s alma
mater. The organizers of the reunion
invited all of the graduating classes of
Jal N.M.’s High School from the past 50
years to come together for a monumental celebration.
For most high schools, this would
entail thousands of graduates and their
families but not so for Jal High School.
It is a very small school with only a few
graduates each year, and for this gathering the vast majority of attending were
from previous decades. Nonetheless, it
was a grand occasion to renew old acquaintances and reminisce about those
heady days of adolescence.
It is always good to go back to our
roots and be reminded from where we
have come. On this particular trip it was
both gladdening and saddening.
It was great to see old friends and
follow along the verbal roads they
paved to their present address. Some
had followed paths that were straight
and seemingly uneventful while others
told of terrible curves, potholes, and
detours and more than a few wrecks.
But all in all the trips we took with our
friends down these lanes of memory
afforded us great vistas that will forever
enrich us.
The most difficult part of our visit
was to see how drastically the community had changed since the days we
lived there. Many of the places of business that once thrived were empty shells
or were no longer extant.

Most that still remained were mere
vestiges of their former glory. The
heyday of the Gas Capitol of the World
now only exists in the visible images of
our memories.
The folks that remain there are still
very proud of their little hamlet and so
they should be. It is people who make a
community great and not just its amenities. Buildings and businesses come and
go as do people but it is the lives and
legacies they lead and leave that make
the difference.
From our time there, Sabrina and I
came away with a couple of important
truths that can be very beneficial in
anyone’s life. When we returned home
from our trip, we began to discuss our
collective experiences and determined
that first of all, change is not only necessary but also inevitable.
We are so grateful that we are not
where we were some 40 plus years
ago, not only being in a different place
geographically but also personally and
spiritually. We are keenly aware that
the changes that come in our lives produce much needed growth in so many
areas.
The Baptist State Convention of
Michigan and our state on the whole
have experienced many of the same
changes and declines in the past decade
as have our own hometowns. Economies have suffered, industries have
failed, populations have shifted, and
cultures have blended into melting pots
of diverse international communities.
All of these changes force us to
adjust our lives and organizations in
order for us to not only survive but also
to thrive, grow, and prosper. Change,
whether by force or choice, is a necessity for growth and is the natural process
of all living things of God’s creation.
God made us to grow and to not do
so is indeed a sad reality. The Father
facilitates that growth in us by providing different atmospheres that are
conducive for our maturing. Change is a
good thing and not something to be belligerent toward but should be received
without resignation.

The other realization that Sabrina
and I came to was that perspective is
absolutely imperative. In the days that
we traipsed the streets of Sabrina’s
hometown of Jal, N.M. and my hometown of Kermit, Tex., life seemed so
complicated and difficult.
But as we look back from our
present perspective with the benefit of
several decades in between, things look
very, very different. I assume that is
because we are different.
I am glad that I am not the same person I once was. I am thrilled that I have
matured and developed in all aspects of
my life and with that maturity comes
much needed perspective.
Perspective is a wonderful filter that
helps us separate the garbage from the
good in our lives. That is especially
true when we view matters from our
Father’s perspective. It helps us understand the truth of God’s Word that He
does “work all things together for our
good and His glory.”
We as Baptists are a peculiar people
in many respects, but when it comes
to change we are much like the rest of
humanity. We don’t like it! The only
ones in a Baptist church who want to be
changed are bed babies in the nursery
and they fuss about it during the whole
process.
The fact is that change has happened, is happening, and will happen.
The question is what will we do with
that change.
Will we curse it? Will we fight it? Or
will we learn and grow as a result of it?
That all depends upon us viewing these
changes from God’s perspective.
It is my prayer that we as Michigan
Baptists will embrace the change that
has come our way as the sovereign
work of God to be used for our good
and His glory. Also, I pray that we will
allow these changes to be transformational and inspirational, not confrontational.
Change is great and perspective
helps us make sense of it. If you don’t
believe me, just attend a high school
reunion. 
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TALKING
POINTS
Jerome Taylor
@brojerome
Discipleship is not about
more information or
behavior modification.
It’s about life
transformation.
@ericgeiger #send2015
#LifeOnMission
Robert Johnson II
@rbj_ii
I love hearing the stories
of our college students’
partnership this weekend
with 1st Spanish Baptist
Church in Detroit.
Ken Leslie
@kenleslie
Summer is one of the
best times in #youthmin.
All about relationships
and visioning.
Tim Patterson
@tpatterson
You don’t have to plant
a church to plant the
Gospel. Go plant the
Gospel! #Send2015
Dan Russell
@pastordanrussel
Even if you can’t go back
and make a brand-new
start, you can start from
now and make a brandnew ending!
David Ferraro
@dmferraro8
Not sure who noticed,
but #send2015 had
been top trending on
@twitter for two days!
Now let’s trend #Jesus
#LifeOnMission every
day!
Kayre Stanley, II
@PastorKayre2
Pastors need to hear
words of encouragement
often, even beyond
pastoral appreciation
time. An attitude of
gratitude adds to his
tenure.
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Tentmakers Today

Living the gospel, ‘the power of God unto salvation’
Recently, our
Supreme Court
made a decision
to redefine marriage and thereby
legalize same sex
unions. I suspect
that each of us has
an opinion and that
George Fountain most of us have had
Bi-Vocational
a few conversations
Ministry Consultant with regard to this
matter and the impact it may have on our nation, and
yes, even on the church.
It is in light of all of this that I
share the following experience.
It’s been nearly forty years now
but I can remember that phone call
like it was yesterday.
The man calling asked me to
confirm who I was and then went on
to tell me the reason for his call. He
sounded very troubled and without
disclosing his identity he shared with
me his troubling circumstances.
He indicated he was living with
a person and acknowledged he knew
the situation was wrong but did not
know how to get free. As he continued, it seemed so simple and I began
to formulate a picture in my mind
that he was living with a woman
and not married. I felt like I would
soon have the opportunity to share
the gospel with him and hopefully,
invite him to trust Christ as Lord and
Savior.
Then he dropped the bomb on me.
He said, “I need to tell you that I am
living with and in a sexual relationship with another man.”
I remember distinctly thinking, “I
am not equipped for this and I am not

ready for this. What do I do? What
do I say?”
I also remember the Holy Spirit
reminding me in that moment, “What
were you going to say to him earlier?”
Thank God for His presence and
His leadership. I went on to share the
gospel with my caller and we concluded our conversation.
I still had no name and no phone
number — caller ID didn’t exist back
then — and no response to the gospel. I assured him I would be praying for him before hanging up and I
hoped I would hear from him again.
I remember thinking I want him to
know I care and more importantly
I want him to know the Lord Jesus
cares.
There were more phone calls. He
and the person he was living with
were talking some and that was not
going well. I remember him saying
he felt trapped.
Each time he called I tried to
console him and expressed how glad
I was that he called. I assured him of
how I had continued praying for him.
I expressed my confidence in the
Lord’s ability to save, to deliver, and
to bring and sustain new life.
During one Sunday evening
service, our Pastor concluded his
message and extended an invitation.
I was sitting in the choir and noticed
a young man get up from the back of
the auditorium and make his way to
the altar.
I went to him and knelt facing
him. I will never, ever, forget his
words.
“You’re George?”
I said, “Yes, I am.”

He then said, “I’m the man you
have been talking to on the phone
and I want to be saved.”
We bowed together and He
trusted Jesus Christ as his Lord and
Savior that night.
We remained in contact for a
number of years. His response to the
gospel was a life changing, radical decision that was followed by
changed life, radical decisions.
He immediately moved out of
his former situation and began his
journey with Jesus as his Lord. Some
months later he found the love of his
life and they were married. The last
I knew, the Lord had blessed their
marriage with three precious children
and all was well.
This experience reminds me today
that it is the nature of sin that leads to
acts of sin that delivers us to a state
of sin whereby our greatest need is
salvation from sin. That truth finds
each and every one of us.
Regardless of what our life was
before Christ, repentance toward sin
and faith toward God was necessary
for us to be saved. We had to believe
the gospel and experience His saving
grace.
That grace delivered us from
death unto life. That grace delivered
us from darkness and into this light
where we stand today.
That grace brought us into a right
relationship with the Lord of glory.
That grace saved us, rescued us, set
us free, healed our broken hearts,
opened our blinded eyes, and brought
new life as well as life everlasting.
That grace continues to transform
us into the image of the one who
saved us and has promised to keep

us and ultimately deliver us into His
very presence one day, where we will
spend eternity with Him.
This experience reminds me
today, regardless of anyone’s circumstances, the gospel is still “the power
of God unto salvation.”
We must know the gospel so that
we can share the gospel with anyone,
at any moment, in any situation. That
may be with an anonymous phone
caller, entrapped by sin, without
hope, begging for life. We must know
the gospel and be able to share the
gospel.
Finally, we must live the gospel
so that if our great God and Savior
should choose to glorify Himself
through us to the world around us,
He can do so.
Her words still ring in my ears,
the words of the dear sister at the
Southern Baptist Convention, who
was once in a lesbian relationship
convinced that she was all right only
to discover she was not.
She said, “God did not save me
from homosexuality. God saved me
from unbelief. His truth has set me
free.”
Let’s not be alarmed by a change
of law; let’s be more determined than
ever to share the Gospel. It remains
the power of God unto salvation.
We say we believe it. Let’s know
it and share it. Let’s live it for the
glory of our Savior
and for the sake of
tentmaker 1320 people, who — like
all of us — once
Tentmaker 1320 were lost but now
are found! 

We must stand firm and sure!

If ever there was a time
for us as believers to embrace
the message the apostle Paul
spoke to the believers at
Ephesus, “Stand, therefore,
fully outfitted with the armor
of God,” it is now. May we
allow this same message to
resonate, saturate, and peneNathaniel Bishop trate our hearts in these sinful
Church Strengthener/ and exceedingly wicked days.
The spiritual battle that
Mobilizer,
has been raging against God’s
Greater Detroit
creation since the fall of
Baptist Association Adam and Eve in the garden
has intensified in unbelievable
proportions. It is quite evident: we’re in an all-out
assault and bombardment of distractions, deceptions, destructions, and divisions unleashed upon
this earth.
We are facing challenges like never before.
The pressures against believers are external and
internal.
Sinful, evil, and wicked acts of the world mandate Christians to participate and carry out things
that would violate God’s word. Also, “wolves in

sheep’s clothing” have entered into the fellowship
of believers, seeking to alter and change the fundamental beliefs of the Bible.
With all the havoc and chaos that we’re facing
here in America and around the world, we as God’s
people must stand firm and sure. Reading Paul’s
instruction to the believers at Philippi captures
the significance of standing firm and sure: “Just
one thing: Live your life in a manner worthy of
the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and
see you or am absent, I will hear about you that
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind,
working side by side for the faith that comes from
the gospel” (Philippians 1:27 HCSB).
So to that end, we must move forward not looking to the left or right, knowing in our hearts and
souls that God is in control and still on His throne.
He’s the all-sovereign One, and His word is true
and will never fail (Isaiah 40:8).
Until God has completed His eternal plan we
must be about our Father’s business, so let us
move forward with a clear resolution in knowing
our mission is clear, our message is sound and allencompassing, our foundation is sure and firm, and
our objectives remain the same.
Our mission is clear. As Matthew 28:19-20

says, “Go ye into all the world and make disciples.” We are commissioned by God to go and
be the salt and light, pushing back the darkness,
bringing hope to the perishing and all who are in
bondage to sin.
As God’s people, we are world changers and it
is time for us to turn the world upside down as it
was reported of Paul and Silas, “These that have
turned the world upside down are come hither
also” (Acts 17:6 KJV). We’re called to be on mission in proclaiming the gospel and making disciples to the glory of God.
Our Message is Sound. As Romans 1:16 says,
“The gospel of Christ… is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believes.”
The gospel of Christ allows us to stand firm and
sure (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Our gospel is according to the scripture. God preordained it all.
Titus 1:9 also confirms that our message is
sound: “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers”
(KJV).
Our Foundation is Sure and firm. 2 Timothy
See Stand Firm on page 6
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Partnering with Send Detroit to plant churches
Send North
America is a
Southern Baptist
initiative to push
back the spiritual darkness in 32
North American
urban centers.
More than 85%
Wayne Parker of the population of North
Send Detroit
America lives
Coordinator
in our largest
cities.
Send North America is a broad
effort to mobilize missionaries,
planters, and churches to prayerfully
launch Gospel-centered churches
in these cities. For Michigan Baptists, our expression of Send North
America is in a locally developed
strategy to plant 73 churches among
the nearly 5 million people who live
in Metro Detroit.
This is an exciting opportunity
for the Baptist State Convention of
Michigan to work with our partners
at the North American Mission Board
to make a difference in the spiritual
climate of our state and to grow the
number of BSCM churches.
Send Detroit needs partners in
prayer. From the development of
strategy to discovering and deploying
church planters to the launching of
new churches, all efforts need to be
bathed in prayer. We need the prayer
of all Michigan Southern Baptists.

Stand firm

Kevin Litchfield has spearheaded
a prayer strategy to engage 100,000
prayer warriors in praying regularly
for the work of Send Detroit. For you
and your church to join, visit www.
praydetroit.net. Here you can register
and be updated on specific prayer
needs of planters and the people they
are disciplining.
We need you to pray Luke 10:2:
“Therefore, pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers into His
harvest.” Please petition God to raise
up planters from our region, from
around the country, and around the
world. We also are praying that the
churches of Michigan diligently call
out the called and send them into the
harvest.
It has been exciting to see answered prayers in dramatic ways
already. Two of our newest planters
have been prepared and sent to Detroit from halfway around the world.
Shakiel Kondoker came to Detroit
from Southeast Asia. His father was
from a leading Muslim family in
his region and had come to faith in
Christ through the result of the faithful witnessing efforts of a Southern
Baptist Missionary serving in Bangladesh Shakiel’s father is now a
pastor there.
Shakiel earned 2 MBA degrees
and worked for Wycliffe Translators
in Southeast Asia. In the culture of
Bangladesh, marriages are arranged.
Shakiel came to Hamtramck to meet

and marry his bride, Angela.
He was not planning to stay in the
Detroit area, but when he discovered
over 40,000 Bangladeshi living in
metro Detroit and could find no one
reaching out to this population of
Muslim and Hindu people, God put
a burden on his heart. Shakiel is now
a church planting apprentice working out of Merriman Road Baptist
Church.
Pray for him as he and his wife
hold weekly “Good News for You”
gatherings. He will also be working
with the “Rebuild” disaster relief efforts in the area.
Aldod Ghazwan is our newest
planter who came to Detroit by way
of Iraq. We are excited about his
heart to reach Arabs and Chaldeans
in Metro Detroit.
Ghazwan came to Detroit as a
refugee and has already started Bible
studies in his home. His strategy is
to plant a network of churches — he
will call “shelters” — as they desire
to provide Arabic people a place of
shelter as they seek to know the Son
of God, Jesus Christ.
In September, two of our planters will be launching public worship
services.
Jeremy Roth of Redeemer Community Church is launching in southwest Dearborn. Since 2013, Jeremy,
his wife Christi, and their two sons
have lived in the neighborhood where
they are planting. They just received

an occupancy permit from the city
for the launch site.
They are thrilled to be able to start
outfitting the building for public service. The ministry strategy of RCC
is to establish missional community
groups all around Dearborn with the
intention of living out the gospel and
including their Muslim neighbors in
community events.
Mile City Church of Livonia will
also launch in September under the
leadership of Travis Whittaker. Travis
and his wife Jen also grew up in the
area where they are launching the
church plant.
They had been serving in Ohio for
several years before moving back to
the Detroit area last year. Mile City
Church will be launching on the campus of Schoolcraft College in a state
of the art student center.
There is much to pray about as we
ask God to help us bring light into
our state.
We would also like to encourage you to mobilize your church at
NAMB.net. When you open the web
page, click the “Mobilize Me” button
at the top. A short form will open
where you can register yourself or
your church.
There are many ways you and
your church can be part of what God
is doing through Send Detroit. You
can also contact me at
wparker@namb.net or call
(734) 751-1407. 

from page 5

2:19 tells us, “Nevertheless the foundation of God
stands sure.”
As believers, we’re in the family of God — the
all-sovereign One who is immutable and eternally faithful. We’re also anchored in the sure
foundation of God. No matter what may happen
here upon this earth, God is our sure foundation,
unmovable and unshakeable.
Our objectives remain the same: Kingdom-

focused, mission-driven, seed sowers, showing the
Love of Jesus to all, proclaiming the Gospel, advancing the Kingdom, and loving the lost to Christ,
and making disciples.
In spite of the judicial rulings that violate scriptures, Satanic statues being erected in our cities,
racial tension, human trafficking, out of control
violence, corruption in our government, abuse in
homes, global persecution of Christians, and God-

l CLASSIFIEDS l
Church Information Packets

are mailed to every staff member once per month and posted online. These contain
promotional posters, sign-up sheets, informational articles and more. Visit
www.MichiganBaptists.org for more information.

Bilingual pastor needed

New Day Nueva Dia Baptist Church is searching for a bilingual pastor. In addition to
salary, the church is able to offer use of a house, retirement, and help with utilities for
three months of the winter season. Résumés may be sent to ramirezjb01@gmail.com.

Did You Know?

You Can Submit your items for publication
to the Baptist Beacon by emailing beacon@bscm.org by the 20th of
each month for publication in the next month’s issue

haters fighting against all that is holy, our Christian
Mission remains the same (Matt. 28:19-20).
We must stand firm and sure and not allow any
distractions, deceptions, or divisions to be obstacles in accomplishing our God-given purpose.
We’re on mission; we’re God’s ambassadors until
we’re called home to glory or until the return of
Christ Jesus. 

Two bi-vocational ministers needed

Ferndale Bible Church, Ferndale is searching for a bi-vocational pastor.
The right pastor must be a man of God, must love God’s Word,
and must have a heart of compassion for all God’s people.
Ferndale Bible Church is also searching for a bi-vocational youth pastor.
The church is looking for someone who loves God and His Word
and who has compassion for teenagers and their families.
All applicants must pass a background check prior to being called to serve. For more
information or to apply, call (248) 543-1136 or email hiltonoaksbc@yahoo.com.

Bi-vocational pastor needed

Victory Baptist Church, Portage is searching for a bi-vocational pastor. Send résumés
to bfiguydale2007@yahoo.com or Victory Baptist Church, 308 W Milham, Portage, MI
49024 or contact the chairman of deacons at (269) 655-6511 with any questions.
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More than members, we are missionaries
The tagline heard at
CrossPointe Church resonates
Sunday after Sunday: “Welcome to CrossPointe, where
we are more than church
members, we are missionaries, impacting the world for
Christ.”
Everyone is trying to live
up
to
that saying, corporately
Tony Lynn
and
individually.
Here are
Pastor, CrossPointe
some
examples.
Church, Monroe
During a warm Friday in
May, four dozen CrossPointe
volunteers swarmed a local high school as they do
every year. The church provides manpower for the
Special Olympics event with thousands attending.
Local politicians, parents, teachers, and the
athletes are stunned by the enthusiastic support
the church provides. Volunteers measure softball
throws, set up foot races, and award ribbons to
athletes.
With a quiver in his voice, one grandfather who
has been working the sporting event for years for
his grandson was overheard saying, “We need to
start calling this event ‘The CrossPointe Special
Olympics’ because in all these years I’ve never
seen a larger group of faithful volunteers than
CrossPointe.”
Wearing gear and t-shirts with the church’s
name allows the volunteers to have casual conversations where they boldly invite new friends to
church.
On a Saturday in June, the Men’s Ministry and
the CrossPointe Anglers Club fished with under-

privileged children. Wiggling worms, pokes from
hook barbs, and biting mosquitos could not stop
the fun.
The children, smiling and giggling, kept the
entire day going. There was such overwhelming
participation that the men stayed twice as long —
to care for twice as many children — during two
separate shifts at fishing.
Teresa, a church member, created snack bags
and placed tracts explaining salvation to the children. Dan, a deacon, cooked food all day long on
the grill so that no one would go hungry.
CrossPointe volunteers cheered with children
who caught fish and encouraged those who kept
trying. Men would scream, “Fish on,” and the
crowd would go wild.
Children hugged and thanked the volunteers
at the end of the day, but it was the CrossPointe
volunteers who thought they had received greater
blessings.
On a June Sunday morning just before worship,
Shing*, a Chinese high school exchange student,
approached me.
In his precise and carefully chosen English,
Shing said, “I have been coming here these months
with my sponsoring family. I have been listening carefully to the messages about Christ. Until
I came to America, I had never heard about Jesus
Christ. Tomorrow, I must return to my homeland
in China. But before I return to my family, can you
explain to me again how I, too, can become a follower of Christ?”
I invited Shing to the pastor’s study. We reviewed biblical texts to make certain that Shing
understood his decision. A warm presence of God

filled the room as Shing prayed, once in his precise
and carefully chosen English, reflecting the words
of Scripture that led to his salvation.
Then, at my invitation, Shing prayed a second
time, this time in his heart-language of Chinese.
The words rolled off Shing’s tongue with an ease
and joy that showed his confidence in his newfound Savior.
At the end of the morning service, I explained
Shing’s decision to the congregation and everyone broke out in applause. After the celebration
calmed, I said, “Shing is leaving us in less than 24
hours to return to a place and to a family where he
never heard the name of Jesus Christ. You have
minutes to help disciple Shing. So one after another, speak out in turn and offer spiritual counsel
or a Scripture to your new Christian brother before
we pray for him and send him back to China as a
missionary.”
Volunteers from the congregation spoke into the
young man’s life: profound words, intimate words,
words that would have to sustain Shing as a new
Christian serving as a missionary in his homeland.
How did it all of this happen? The people at the
church were ready.
The tagline heard at CrossPointe Church
resonates Sunday after Sunday: “Welcome to
CrossPointe, where we are more than church members, we are missionaries, impacting the world for
Christ.”
Those are more than just words. They represent
a desire that resides in our souls and hearts. Corporately and individually, people at CrossPointe are
trying to live like missionaries.
* Name changed. 

Legacy churches: a new revitalization strategy

A transition
has taken place
at the North
American Mission Board in
their thinking in
regard to church
revitalization.
The Board has
Jim Marcus
come to an
Director of Missions, understanding
that they need to
Genesee Baptist
have more direct
Association
involvement in
Church Revitalization and thus they have called
a National Legacy Strategy Leader
to give direction to Legacy Church
efforts.
The Legacy Church/Revitalization
team is part of the national Church
Planting Group at NAMB. I have
had some conversations with Mark
Clifton, the NAMB Legacy Church
Strategy Leader, and in March Rick
Bowen and I traveled to NAMB to be
part of the Inaugural Legacy Church
Roundtable discussion at Mark’s
invitation.
On March 15th, the First Baptist
Church of Clio voted to become a
Legacy Church, the first I know of in
Michigan. As a Legacy Church, the
leaders of FBC agreed to lay aside
their leadership, including the resig-

nation of their pastor who had led the
church to make this decision.
The church has placed itself under
the leadership of a local Legacy
Church Leadership Team made up of
Pastor Ed Emmerling; Pastor Jerome
Taylor; Barry Woods, a layman from
Westside Church; Tom Yost, a layman from FBC Clio; Rick Bowen;
and me. The team has asked Rick
Bowen and me to serve as Legacy
Church Transitional Co-pastors for
First Baptist, Clio and we began serving in that capacity on March 15th.
Together, Rick and I, along with
our spouses, are investing in the FBC
Clio church family, seeking to bring
health and growth. We are also preparing them for the time when a new
Legacy Church pastor will be called
to lead the church into the future.
NAMB, the Baptist State Convention of Michigan, and the Genesee
Baptist Association will support the
Legacy Church pastor for up to three
years. By that time, FBC Clio should
once again be a self-supporting,
autonomous church. I recently spoke
with Mark Clifton and we have
begun the process of seeking the man
God has in mind to be the re-planter
and next pastor of FBC Clio.
Prior to voting to become a
Legacy Church, Rick and I met with
the members of FBC Clio to answer

their questions of what it meant to be
a Legacy Church, and what would
be involved in becoming a Legacy
Church. After having time to pray
about the decision God would have
them make, the church voted nearly
unanimously to become a Legacy
Church.
Since the transition to new leadership as a Legacy Church, we have
seen good things taking place at the
First Baptist, Clio. Nearly right away
a better attitude developed in the
church family.
Where once there had been tension and uncertainty about the future,
a spirit of hope and expectation of
a better future have emerged. Offerings increased so that instead of
having expenses above income and
offerings, we now see offering cover
expenses on a regular monthly basis.
Church family members are
inviting new people to come to FBC
now, and they were coming until the
summer slump hit. Much needed
repairs and mostly inexpensive
improvements are being made on the
building.
Now, in only a short time, the
Legacy Church Leadership Team
feels the church is ready to look for
and call a re-planter/pastor who will
lead the church into the future.
If your church is struggling and

looking at a questionable future, perhaps you need to consider becoming
a Legacy Church. There are different
ways it can be done but they all involve building on the foundation that
has already been laid in the past.
FBC Clio is still known as FBC
Clio. Although the leadership of
the church has changed to a Legacy
Church Leadership Team, the Sunday
School, worship, and prayer meetings
continue.
A new men’s small group has
been started. The church has unity
and hope, expectation and excitement, and ministry and missions. The
Cooperative Program and Associational Missions giving have been
resumed and scheduled events are
continuing.
If you have questions about the
Legacy Church concept, feel free to
contact me or the Legacy and Revitalization group at NAMB. Don’t let
your church become one of the over
900 SBC churches to die each year
and have its assets and resources lost
to SBC work, and even to the cause
of the Kingdom.
Instead of leaving a memory,
leave a legacy that will last into
the future as a re-birthed church is
launched on the foundation that your
church has laid in your community. 
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ERLC’s Wussow moves overseas to aid poor, suffering
By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
WASHINGTON (BP) — Travis Wussow and
his family will arrive in the Middle East on behalf
of Southern Baptists tomorrow (July 31) after
some difficult farewells but with a convictional
certainty about their move.
Saying goodbye after 15 years in Austin, Texas,
was “really hard,” Wussow said before adding on
behalf of his wife Katie and himself, “At the same
time, neither of us have ever believed in anything
as much as we believe in this work that we feel
called to go do.”
What they “feel called to go do” is establish
an international religious freedom office for the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission in a region marked by religious strife.
Wussow will serve as the ERLC’s director of international justice and religious freedom in the office.
ERLC President Russell Moore described establishment of the Middle East office as a “historic
moment” for the entity when it was announced
during the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in
June. Moore commended Wussow’s “convictional
leadership and Gospel courage,” saying his work
“will be of immeasurable value in the ERLC’s goal
of advocating for soul freedom around the globe.”
Under Wussow’s direction, the ERLC office
will collaborate with other organizations to advocate for religious freedom and social justice internationally. It also will provide training resources
on justice and religious liberty for churches and
organizations, create material for raising awareness
on the issues and work with Baptist Global Response to help meet human needs.
The move to the Middle East for Wussow, his
wife and two daughters under 5 years of age follows years of professional and spiritual development that prepared him for the new post.
While practicing law in Austin, he gained valuable insight as a result of representing large energy
companies.
“What I learned there is the power that having a
good advocate can bring for somebody,” Wussow
told Baptist Press in a telephone interview before
his family and he left the country. “And the poor
do not have good advocates. They don’t have them
in the United States. They certainly don’t have

them overseas.”
trust because there is, I think we need to acknowlIn sum, “what has really gripped my heart,”
edge, a credibility problem,” he said, adding he
he said, is: “I want to be the kind of advocate for
sees providing information pastors, church leaders
the poor and suffering across the world that they
and other Southern Baptists “can count on” as “a
would not be able to get for themselves.”
big part of the international mandate.”
Wussow, 32, and his wife served as advocates
“They know that it’s actually true, and so they
for and ministers to the poor in Austin the last sev- feel compelled to get involved,” he told BP.
eral years before their big move. They
Wussow appreciates that his status as
lived in a lower-income part of the Texas
an American lawyer doing work overseas
capital for four years, did community
has strengths and limitations — limitadevelopment and mercy ministry work
tions that are helped by living in the
for five or six years, and helped start a
Middle East.
non-profit organization that is meeting
Using Egypt as an example, he told
multiple needs.
BP,
“I don’t know what Egypt needs.
An April 2013 prayer conference
I
can
research. I can read a bunch of
sponsored by International Justice Misarticles.
Even so, I’m not going to unsion (IJM), which works on behalf of the
derstand
what truly is best to make the
poor and vulnerable overseas, proved
situation
better for Egyptian Christians
pivotal for the couple.
and
for
the
cause of religious liberty in
“That was really the beginning of
Travis Wussow Egypt.
a sense that God wanted us to do this
“We’re going to have to work with
overseas,” Wussow said. “The scale of
Egyptians and learn from them and learn from
the problem globally is so vast that we felt comtheir experience, because they’re going to know
pelled to enter into it and to help in whatever way
the Lord wanted to use us.”
much better than we will what they need. As an
He served as a fellow for IJM and, after Moore advocate, I see my role in the lives of Egyptian
became the ERLC’s president in June 2013, began Christians as really two things:
discussions with the entity about what role he
“[T]elling true stories about what’s happenmight play in its mission. He became legal consul- ing to raise the right kind of awareness, a durable
tant for the ERLC, and the conversations led to the awareness about the situation that they’re actually
opportunity to lead the new overseas effort.
in,” he said. “And then secondly, building a coaliWussow served on the staff of The Austin Stone tion or a constellation of partnerships that are on
Community Church for about four years, fulfillthe ground that we can direct attention to, direct reing responsibilities at the multi-campus church as
sources to, to actually change outcomes for people
general counsel and executive director of central
on the ground.”
ministries.
Travis and Katie have made their marriage and
Moving his family to set up the office in the
daughters
priorities, and he acknowledges there are
Middle East offers two major advantages, Wusconcerns
about
moving their young family to the
sow told BP. “First, we will be able to develop real
Middle
East.
relationships with leaders and people the ERLC
“[I]t’s something we have thought about a lot
is working to serve,” he said. “Second, by living
and
really prayed about,” he said. “We wouldn’t
in the Middle East, we will begin to develop an
be
moving
overseas if we didn’t feel like it was
understanding of the region that is very difficult to
honestly
best
for our family and the girls.”
obtain any other way.”
The
ERLC
and the Wussows believe it also will
Providing reliable information is a part of
be best for many overseas who need an advocate.
the mission he is particularly excited about, said
Tom Strode is Washington bureau chief for
Wussow, who holds both undergraduate and law
Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Convention’s
degrees from the University of Texas.
People “don’t know what to believe and what to news service. 

Iran grants imprisoned pastor Fathi early release
By Baptist Press Staff

ating with foreign organizations and evangelism,”
Elam Ministries said.
KARAJ, Iran (BP) — Pastor Farshid Fathi, imHis original sentence of six years was extended
prisoned in Iran for his faith since 2010, has been
by a year in December 2014 on false charges. He
granted a Dec. 10 release from the notoriously
had been injured in an attack by Evin prison guards
brutal Rajai Shahr prison, two years earlier than
on April 17, 2014, and was transferred to the Rajai
expected, Elam Ministries has announced.
Shahr prison in August 2014 for unknown reasons.
Ann Buwalda, a board member of
In the attack on April 2014, the
the Iranian-led ministry that engages
Thursday before Easter, an officer
in evangelism and discipleship in the
broke Fathi’s foot and toe and denied
Mideast nation, called the early rehim medical treatment until Easter Sunlease “positive news which has greatly
day. With his foot in a cast, Fathi sent
encouraged Farshid and his family.
a message of forgiveness to Christians
We join them in praising God for this
praying for his safety.
development and for those who have
“Of course, we forgive them for all
made it possible.”
they have done to us because we are the
The reason for the early release was
followers of the One who says, ‘Father,
not given, but Fathi was informed July
please forgive them because they don’t
4 of his new release date, and the news
know what they are doing,’” Fathi
was revealed to the public two days
Farshid Fathi
wrote, according to a letter posted on
later, Elam Ministries reported.
Elam Ministries’ website. “So my dear
Fathi had been imprisoned since his arrest the
friends, please in these days pray for me that I may
day after Christmas 2010 at his home in Tehran
know Him and be found in Him and the power of
and was originally taken to Evin prison. In a
resurrection.”
February 2012 trial, he was convicted of “action
Buwalda requested continued prayer for Fathi
as he nears his release. His wife and two daughters
against the national security,” accused of “cooper-

have lived in Canada since 2013.
Fathi is among an estimated 90 Christians
imprisoned in Iran as punishment for their faith,
according to Elam Ministries, including pastor
Saeed Abedini, serving an eight-year sentence in
Rajai Shahr prison.
Abedini was “viciously” beaten, the American
Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) reported June
10, prompting renewed calls for his release as a
condition of any nuclear deal between the U.S. and
Iran.
A U.S. citizen of Iranian descent, Abedini has
suffered beatings and at times been denied medical
treatment since his September 2012 imprisonment
for planting house churches years earlier. He had
been held under house arrest in Iran since July
2012.
His wife Naghmeh has led a campaign for his
release, aided by the ACLJ and other advocates.
President Obama met with Naghmeh and the two
Abedini children during a visit to Boise, Idaho,
in January and promised to work for Abedini’s
release.
Compiled by Diana Chandler, Baptist Press’
general assignment writer/editor. 
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First-Person: Taqiyya, Imam Madhi, the Iran deal
LOUISVILLE,
Ky. (BP) — Following news of the
nuclear deal with
the United States,
Iranians celebrated
in the streets over
Ayman Ibrahim
what they viewed
Southern Seminary
as a national victory.
The victory’s significance was
especially heightened as it took place
during the most holy Muslim month
of Ramadan. The celebration was
marked by the relief they felt from
three decades of isolation due to U.S.
sanctions which began in 1987 followed by those of the U.N. and European Union which started in 2006.
This deal would strengthen Iran’s
economy and surely support them as
a Shiite power in their long-known
combat with their surrounding Sunni
counterparts.
Beyond Iran, the world is divided:
Some rejoice, some have concerns
and others are absolutely horrified.
Saudi Arabia, the globally influential Sunni nation, welcomed the
deal “cautiously,” which reflects

the unease between the two Muslim
major powers in the region. While
the U.S. and its five allies approached
the 18-day negotiation primarily
with strategic political concerns, the
Islamic Republic of Iran came not
only with its political aims but also
with goals embedded in its Shiite
ideology.
While American leaders are convinced that this deal is their country’s
way to keep Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, I as a Middle Eastern
observer view this nuclear deal with
Iran as a misstep, since it does not account for a very important dimension
of the Iranian perspective.
The deal naively ignores serious
ideological Muslim Shiite beliefs.
Here are two such undercurrents
which have likely played an important role in these talks.
First, in Shiite Islam, the official
religion in Iran, there is an Islamic
principle known as taqiyya that
refers to the concealment of beliefs,
or pretending what is opposite of
one’s inner thoughts or convictions.
Taqiyya is a form of religious and
lawful tactical deception, or a form of

a legitimate ideological lie.
According to the Quran (16:106)
and its various Shiite interpretations,
taqiyya is an acceptable religious
tenet to escape dangerous situations
and avoid consequences of severe
risk or great pressure. Appealing to
taqiyya, a Shiite Muslim man can
even deny his faith or claim various
blasphemies to escape religious or
political persecution. This religious
conviction emerged and was highly
supported during the time when the
Shiite Muslims lived under the hostile Sunni majority.
Since the Iranian regime has
intertwined its political and religious
power, there is no legal or religious
reason to believe that taqiyya could
not be applied today as a principle to
avoid undesired results.
For Iran, this deal is not about
being a “good citizen of the world”
or a desire to participate in international society — it is a matter of
survival, power consolidation, and
economic and militaristic strategic
advancement of Allah’s people. To
that end, what would prevent Iran
from cheating? In their own ideological perspective, they are not cheating
— they are actually advancing the
Islamic cause. Certainly, the majority
would not expect any international
deal to actually take into account
or mention taqiyya; taking it into
consideration, however, when you
are dealing with a rival that uses and
wholeheartedly believes in it would
definitely change the terms of your
deal.
President Barack Obama acknowledges that we cannot trust Iran
and emphasizes the ability to “verify”
their compliance, reassuring Sunni
Muslims like Saudi Arabia that there
are still “deep disagreements” with
Iran. However, the deal leaves room
for the kind of concealment from
one’s rival permissible under the
taqiyya Shiite principle.
For instance, this deal obliges the
international community to request
Iran’s permission to inspect its
nuclear activities. It requires stringent
inspection permission to see a presumably “peaceful” program. Moreover, it allows Iran two complete
weeks to grant or dismiss this permission. If it is not granted, the other
party has 10 days to respond. This
grants the Islamic nation more than
three weeks to rearrange the house.
While some experts affirm that even
a month would not be enough for
Iran to conceal the pieces of evidence
of any illegal activity, this does not
seem to be the rigorous “verification”
one would like to see when dealing
with another party who views con-

cealment of the truth and deceiving
enemies as a sacred virtue.
Second, while Sunni Muslims
tend to look back to the golden days
of Muhammad, his companions and
the Rightly Guided Caliphs, Shiite
Muslims look forward to the future,
to the days when the hidden Imam
Mahdi (the Shiite messiah) will appear as the savior of Islam and will
be victorious “over the whole east
and west of the world.”
Shiites believe that Imam Mahdi
will rule for a debated number of
years, wage war against the infidels,
and then the end will come. Most
Shiites today believe that Imam Mahdi is already alive, born in the middle
of the third century of Islam in the
city of Samarra, and has been alive
since then but is currently hidden
through the so-called “second heavenly concealment.” His reappearance
is linked with a strong resurgence of
Shiite Islam and a victorious Muslim
community.
If taqiyya relates to present days,
the advent of the Imam Mahdi is a
religious conviction that is eschatological and apocalyptic. Taqiyya is
a principle that comforts the lives
of many “oppressed Shiites” as they
await the victory that is sure to come
with the advent of the new reign of
Imam Mahdi.
For him to appear, Iranians
believe they must be prepared. A
significant part of this preparation is
building a strong country. His advent
is not a simple naive myth among
many Iranians; it is real and vivid.
They are willing and ready to use
every chance to end the persecuting sanctions that pulverized their
country and to be ready for the reappearance of the hidden Imam. They
approach this nuclear deal as a part
of a broader scene, with a crucial
ideological layer that equally drives
their political terms.
To that end, Iran can affirm whatever the U.S. and its five allies want
to hear, supported by its ideological
beliefs and eschatological expectations. When an opportunity arises to
break the treaty to Iran’s advantage,
deal or no deal, every option is still
on the Iranian table.
Ayman Ibrahim is assistant professor of Islamic studies and senior
fellow for the Jenkins Center for the
Christian Understanding of Islam
at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. A native of Cairo, Egypt,
Ibrahim earned his Ph.D. with an emphasis in Islamic studies from Fuller
Theological Seminary. This article
first appeared at The Southern Blog
on Southern Seminary’s website,
www.sbts.edu. 
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Generosity: a life on mission demonstrated
By Joe Conway

On Mission
One needs to go no further than the founding
document of the Southern Baptist Convention to
find the expectation that giving to missions was at
the heart of the fledgling confederation of churches.
Article II from the May 1845 proceedings outlines the desire of the founding delegates: “It shall
be the design of this Convention to promote Foreign and Domestic Missions, and other important
objects connected with the Redeemer’s kingdom,
and to combine for this purpose, such portions of
the Baptist denomination in the United States, as
may desire a general organization for Christian
benevolence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights of the Churches.”
During their inaugural gathering, those same
delegates collected two missions offerings—one
for foreign missions and the other for domestic.
Fast forward 170 years and missions generosity is
still on the minds of Southern Baptists looking to
fulfill the Great Commission.
From talent to time to treasure, giving generously remains a hallmark of Southern Baptist
cooperation. But leaders of the two entities most
responsible for coordinating SBC missions efforts,
the International Mission Board and the North
American Mission Board, have expressed the need
for greater cooperation at all levels and more efficient methods to accomplish their assigned task.

A new way

Five years ago, NAMB president Kevin Ezell
refocused the organization to target the most unreached and underserved areas of North America
through Send North America, an evangelistic
church planting strategy. Through the cooperation
of primarily southern state Baptist conventions,
NAMB is helping redirect millions of missions
dollars into areas of greater need.

In his first full year as president of IMB, David
Platt shared a vision for expanding SBC international missions reach by “empowering limitless
missionary teams.”
The desire for greater reach and more effective
use of missions resources has led Ezell and Platt to
explore closer cooperation between the missions
entities. If prayer is the fuel of missions, capital is
perhaps the missions engine.

Giving is personal

Cardiologist Dale Touchstone has had an active
life in international missions. Based out of his
home in Meridian, Miss., Touchstone has found
joy in meeting the physical and spiritual needs of
people while he served on short-term trips to Honduras, Peru and Haiti.
A recent mission trip to Cuba provided opportunities for him to encourage Cuban physicians
to share their faith in their own working environments.
“Jesus often met physical needs before meeting
spiritual needs,” Touchstone says. “I look at medicine as being a servant to the gospel or helping
encourage people to come to the gospel.”
For the doctor, a physical presence on the mission field is not his only method for reaching the
world for Christ.
Early in his career, he and his wife, Beth,
realized they earned much more money than they
needed for living. They realized their abundance
could be used for God’s glory, both through savings and diversified investments.
“To do [missions], it takes resources, and those
resources have to come from somewhere,” Touchstone says. “God could provide those resources by
having dollars rain from heaven if He wanted to,
but He doesn’t. He chooses to use His people.”
Some of the Touchstones’ donations have been
through a planned giving model, called appreciated
stocks. This and other giving structures provide
significant tax incentives, allowing more of their

donations to go toward intended kingdom causes.
“I think obedience is so much better than sacrifice, and we’ve tried to be obedient,” Touchstone
adds.

God loves a cheerful giver

Churches are recognizing that caring for the
forgotten opens doors to an expanded gospel platform.
Through NAMB, IMB, state conventions,
associations, and local churches, Southern Baptists demonstrate the embodiment of 2 Cor. 9:13
through Disaster Relief, Global Hunger Relief,
chaplaincy, church planting, missions volunteers
and an investment in full time missionaries. Treasure is important to capital-intensive efforts, like
bringing the gospel to locations with high costs of
living.
Whether it is Shanghai, New York, Vancouver,
or London, should the relative cost of living in a
location dictate access to the gospel or the lack of
it? Because expensive cities call for greater investment, these are precisely the kinds of places where
new methodology and new thinking can expand
gospel reach and gospel community.
The desired future state of giving would bring
mission support to a level such that NAMB or
IMB would no longer have to say no to an opportunity.
The mission entities strive to implement effective missions strategies that are targeted and
focused to help reach the greatest pockets of lostness. Rather than simply throwing money at missions activities, NAMB and IMB are laser-focused.
“We are incredibly thankful for how generously
Southern Baptists continue to give to missions,”
says Ezell. “But we also recognize that current levels of giving will not come close to keeping pace
with the vast needs before us.”
Joe Conway serves as managing editor for
On Mission. John Jarvis, an IMB video producer,
contributed to this story. 

Planned Parenthood media coverage critiqued
By David Roach

Baptist Press
NASHVILLE (BP) — The mainstream media’s
coverage of undercover videos showing Planned
Parenthood executives discussing the sale of baby
parts obtained through abortion has been criticized
by some Christians as
generally minimal and
slanted.
“The media’s political
correctness is standing in
the way of what should
be a moral outrage,” said
Calvin Wittman, a Colorado pastor and former television news anchor.
Wittman, pastor of Applewood Baptist Church
in the Denver area and a Dallas TV news anchor
from 1985-6, told Baptist Press media bias is
exhibited both in whether outlets cover a story and
how they cover it. While the media “has covered”
the Planned Parenthood controversy, he said, “their
spin is clearly visible in their reporting.”
All journalists report based on their worldviews, Wittman said, but much of the reporting
about Planned Parenthood evidences a secular
agenda. He cited the emphasis of some media outlets that Planned Parenthood allegedly did not sell
baby parts for profit as a case in point.
“Is it okay to own slaves as long as you don’t
do it for profit?” Wittman asked. “Is it okay to

wave the Confederate flag if you don’t do it for
profit? Are there things that are morally wrong irrespective of whether or not you make a profit off
them? The media is inconsistent in that.”
A July 21 News Busters article criticized the
three national broadcast television news programs
for devoting only 9 minutes and 11 seconds to
coverage of the Planned
Parenthood videos the
week of their release,
with ABC giving just 46
seconds to the story. News
Busters contrasted that
with 31 minutes and 11
seconds spent on Planned
Parenthood by ABC, CBS and NBC in 2012 the
week Susan G. Komen temporarily stopped funding America’s largest abortion provider.
News Busters added that all three networks
“censored the word ‘baby’” from their coverage of
the videos “and instead used the term ‘fetal tissue.’
Similarly, from the beginning of their coverage,
ABC, NBC and CBS labeled the makers of the
videos as ‘anti-abortion activists’ rather than use
the ‘pro-life’ label.”
Roger Alford, communications director for the
Kentucky Baptist Convention and a former Associated Press correspondent, told BP the mainstream
media has taken “a wide variety of approaches to
this coverage.”

Alford noted the contrast between a pro-life
USA Today op-ed by Kirsten Powers calling the
videos “stomach-turning” and “damning,” and a
New York Times editorial criticizing the Center
for Medical Progress’s undercover video campaign
as “a dishonest attempt to make legal, voluntary
and potentially lifesaving tissue donations appear
nefarious and illegal.”
Television networks, Alford said, face a dilemma related to graphic descriptions of abortion used
in the videos.
“The content is beyond disturbing,” Alford
said. “The dismemberment of unborn babies isn’t a
subject most Americans can tolerate while downing a quick bowl of corn flakes in the morning.”
The networks’ decision “to describe the videos
rather than show them speaks to the horror of the
content.”
The Federalist’s Mollie Hemingway published
a July 16 article titled “The Bad, Worse, & Ugly:
Media Coverage of Planned Parenthood’s Organ
Harvesting Scandal,” in which she criticized major
media outlets for being slow to report on the first
video and biased in their coverage.
“The video immediately lit up social media”
upon its publication at 8 a.m. Eastern Time July
14, Hemingway wrote. “Unlike most significant
stories about major hot-button social issues, however, no major media reported on the news until
See Planned Parenthood on page 12
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GuideStone loses on abortion mandate
By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
WASHINGTON (BP) — GuideStone Financial
Resources and the ministries it serves must abide
by the Obama administration’s abortion/contraception mandate or pay crushing fines, a federal
appeals court ruled on July 14.
A three-judge panel of the 10th Circuit Court of
Appeals in Denver declined to grant an injunction
blocking enforcement of the rule, rejecting arguments by GuideStone and a host of other religious
non-profit organizations that the controversial
mandate and its accommodation for such entities violate their religious freedom. The mandate
requires employers to provide not only contraceptives for their workers but drugs and devices that
can potentially cause abortions.
GuideStone — the Southern Baptist Convention’s health and financial benefits entity — and its
attorneys are considering an appeal to the full 10th
Circuit Court or to the U.S. Supreme Court, it said
in a news release.
The decision is “a setback” but “not the final
outcome,” GuideStone President O.S. Hawkins
said in the release.
“This is a disappointing decision, for both religious liberty and for the sanctity of life,” Hawkins
said. “This is a day for all of us to bombard the
Throne of Grace with petitions for a favorable
outcome on appeal, for strength of resolve, for the
unborn in this country and for all of our leaders,
so many of whom have turned their back on the
founding principles of this country.”
SBC President Ronnie Floyd joined Hawkins in
calling for prayerful determination.
“This decision shows the deep need for us not
just to pray, but to further resolve together that
we will go forward standing for religious liberty
and for the sanctity of human life unrelentingly,”
Floyd said in comments for Baptist Press. “May
God give to Dr. O.S. Hawkins, to GuideStone, and
to others, the wisdom and strength to do what is
necessary to continue in this worthy pursuit.”
SBC Executive Committee President Frank S.
Page said, “We join with Dr. O.S. Hawkins and
the trustees and staff of GuideStone in expressing our deep displeasure at this ruling. It is a sad
day when the government refuses to recognize the
heartfelt beliefs and conscience of God’s people. It
is indicative of the overreach of our judicial system
which has become customary in the 21st-century.
We will not give up this fight.”
Russell Moore, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
(ERLC), called it a disappointing ruling “that
reveals the instincts of a state-established religion — one that seeks to use the law as a means to
steamroll the conscience and stamp out opposition.
This decision forces a choice between obedience to
God and compliance with the regulatory state. We
must stand with conscience.”
The 10th Circuit opinion came in three combined cases that included not only GuideStone as
a party but two Southern Baptist-affiliated schools
— Truett-McConnell College in Georgia and
Oklahoma Baptist University — and Little Sisters

of the Poor, a Roman Catholic order of nuns in
Denver.
The loss by GuideStone and its allies is the
latest in a series of defeats at the federal appellate
level for religious organizations that object to the
abortion/contraception mandate. In other recent
rulings:
— The Seventh Circuit Court refused July 1 to
grant Wheaton College, an evangelical Christian
school in suburban Chicago, an injunction against
the rule while its case proceeds.
— The Fifth Circuit Court declined June 22
a request for an injunction from two Southern
Baptist-affiliated schools — East Texas Baptist
University and Houston Baptist University — and
Westminster Theological Seminary.
The Texas Baptist universities and Westminster Seminary have since appealed to the Supreme
Court. Their July 8 petition brought to five the
number of appeals to the high court in decisions
against nonprofits.
Though federal appeals courts have rebuffed
nonprofits that oppose the mandate, the Supreme
Court has blocked such actions by appellate panels
six consecutive times, according to the Becket
Fund for Religious Liberty. In two of those orders
this year, the high court vacated appeals court
rulings and ordered the circuits to reconsider their
decisions in light of the justices’ 2014 ruling in
support of the religious freedom of for-profit companies regarding the mandate.
In June 2014, the Supreme Court upheld objections against the mandate by “closely held,” forprofit companies, such as family owned businesses. The justices ruled in favor of Hobby Lobby,
the nationwide retail chain owned by evangelical
Christians, and Conestoga Wood Specialties, a
Pennsylvania cabinet-making company owned by
pro-life Mennonites.
The Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) issued the rule in question to help implement the 2010 health care law. The regulation
requires coverage of federally approved contraceptives, including the intrauterine device (IUD) and
such drugs as Plan B, the “morning-after” pill.
Both the IUD and “morning-after” pill possess
post-fertilization mechanisms that potentially can
cause abortions by preventing implantation of tiny
embryos. The rule also covers “ella,” which — in a
fashion similar to the abortion drug RU 486 — can
act even after implantation to end the life of the
child.
HHS provided an exemption to the rule, which
was first proposed in August 2011, for churches
and their auxiliaries but did not extend it to nonchurch-related, nonprofit organizations that object.
It issued an accommodation for religious nonprofits, but many of those ministries or institutions
have found it unacceptable.
In its latest version announced July 10, HSS
finalized a rule, similar to one offered in August
2014, that enables non-profit religious organizations to notify HHS in writing of their religious
objections. In response, the federal government
will notify the insurer or a third-party administrator it is responsible for providing employees of the
nonprofit with payments to cover the services.

Religious liberty and pro-life advocates still
find the rule woefully lacking, contending it is
basically an accounting gimmick that turns the
religious organizations into channels through
which coverage for contraceptives and potentially
abortion-causing drugs is provided.
In its July 14 opinion, the 10th Circuit panel
found unconvincing the arguments of GuideStone
and its allies that the HHS accommodation would
still make them complicit in providing abortifacient or contraceptive coverage.
“Having to file paperwork or otherwise register
a religious objection, even if one disagrees with
the ultimate aim of the law at issue, does not alone
substantially burden religious exercise,” Judge
Scott Matheson wrote for the panel.
HHS has made opting out of the requirement
“at least as easy as obtaining a parade permit, filing a simple tax form, or registering to vote — in
other words, a routine, brief administrative task,”
Matheson wrote. “Opting out ensures they will
play no part in the provision of contraceptive
coverage, prohibits [third-party administrators] and
health insurance issuers from sharing the costs of
providing coverage with them, and requires notice
to employees that they do not administer or fund
contraceptive services.”
Mark Rienzi, lead attorney for GuideStone and
its co-plaintiffs, said the 10th Circuit’s decision
“leaves in place the federal government’s aggressive, discriminatory, and unnecessary attack on the
core religious beliefs of private religious ministries.”
“The government does not need to take over a
church benefits plan to provide abortion-inducing
drugs — the most powerful government in the
world can obviously distribute drugs without coopting religious institutions and their health plans,”
said Rienzi, senior counsel for the Becket Fund, in
the GuideStone release.
The lawsuit marks the first time GuideStone has
sued the federal government. Truett-McConnell
College and Reaching Souls International — both
participants in GuideStone’s health plans — joined
the SBC entity in its suit. Truett-McConnell
College in Cleveland, Ga., is affiliated with the
Georgia Baptist Convention, and Reaching Souls
is an Oklahoma City-based missions organization
that trains Africans to reach their continent with
the Gospel of Christ.
Three other SBC entities — the ERLC, International Mission Board and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary –- filed a friend-of-the-court brief
in support of GuideStone’s request for a preliminary injunction.
GuideStone, which is based in Dallas, serves
not only churches but missions organizations,
schools, hospitals and other ministries. In addition
to health and other insurance coverage, GuideStone also offers retirement, investment management, property and casualty coverage, and other
services.
Dallas law firm Locke Lord LLP joined the
Becket Fund in filing the lawsuit for GuideStone
and its co-plaintiffs.Tom Strode is Washington bureau chief for Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist
Convention’s news service. 
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Gay weddings: who must perform them?
By David Roach

Baptist Press
WASHINGTON (BP) — Legal opinions vary
widely on what the U.S. Supreme Court’s mandate of nationwide same-sex marriage will mean
for pastors and government officials authorized to
perform weddings.
Some legal experts say government officials
charged with performing weddings could lose their
jobs for refusing to marry gay couples. But others
believe both ministers and government officials
likely will have freedom not to perform same-sex
marriages that violate their religious convictions.
And some experts believe pastors who refuse to
solemnize same-sex marriages could face government repercussions.
The court’s majority opinion, written by Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy, states that
“religions” and “those who adhere to religious
doctrines” may “continue to advocate with utmost,
sincere conviction that, by divine precepts, samesex marriage should not be condoned. The First
Amendment ensures that religious organizations
and persons are given proper protection as they
seek to teach the principles that are so fulfilling
and so central to their lives and faiths, and to their
own deep aspirations to continue the family structure they have long revered.”
The ruling added, however, that the Constitution “does not permit the state to bar same-sex
couples from marriage on the same terms as
accorded to couples of the opposite sex.” There
is no specific statement regarding who would be
required by law to perform a same-sex wedding.
Dissents by both Chief Justice John Roberts
and Associate Justice Clarence Thomas criticized
the majority’s apparent disregard for religious
liberty, noting that the majority defends religious
individuals’ right to advocate and teach their views
without also protecting the right to live out those
beliefs. Thomas, joined by Associate Justice Antonin Scalia, said “the majority appears unmoved”
by the “inevitability” that “individuals and churches [will be] confronted with demands to participate
in and endorse civil marriages between same-sex
couples.”
Roberts, joined by Scalia and Thomas, wrote,
“People of faith can take no comfort in the treatment they receive from the majority today.”
Scalia’s dissent noted that “not a single evangelical Christian” had a say in the court’s opinion,
as none of the nine justices are evangelicals.
Mike Whitehead, an attorney in Kansas City,
Mo., who has served on the staffs of two Southern
Baptist Convention entities, told Baptist Press oral
arguments in the cases known as Obergefell v.
Hodges “made clear that the federal government
position would be to require that public officials
who are authorized to perform marriages must
also perform same-sex marriages, regardless of an
individual official’s religious conscience. Conscientious objectors could face firing, fines or worse.”

By surveying marriage statutes in five states
— Tennessee, Ohio, Texas, Wyoming and Rhode
Island — BP estimated that an average of at least
907 public officials per state are authorized to perform weddings. That figure excludes former public
officials authorized by the statutes to perform
weddings as well as clergy members, who are also
referenced in the statutes.
If BP’s estimate reflects the number of government employees authorized to solemnize marriages
across all 50 states, tens of thousands of public
officials could be compelled to marry gay couples
if Whitehead’s assessment is correct.
Public officials empowered to perform marriages, Whitehead said, may be able to refuse to
perform any weddings, but an official who performs only heterosexual marriages likely will be
declared in violation of the Constitution.
Whitehead cited events in North Carolina as a
microcosm of what could happen across the nation. Last fall, the state’s 670 magistrates received
a memo from North Carolina’s Administrative
Office of the Courts stating that because a federal
court had legalized gay marriage in the state, magistrates were required to perform same-sex weddings or face possible criminal prosecution.
At least six magistrates resigned rather than
marry homosexual couples. Later, the state legislature passed a bill allowing magistrates to opt out
of performing weddings altogether. Gay marriage
advocates are challenging the law in court.
Gilbert Breedlove, a former magistrate in
Swain County, N.C., who resigned rather than
perform gay weddings, told BP other Christian
officials should prepare to “respond in faith” to the
Supreme Court’s ruling even “if it takes resigning
your commission.”
Breedlove, pastor of an independent Baptist
church in Bryson City, N.C., predicted Christian
public officials generally will choose to resign
rather than defy the law. But he acknowledged that
some officials might “feel the Lord leading them to
face criminal charges.”
The North Carolina legislature’s bill protecting
magistrates’ religious liberty was passed following
Breedlove’s resignation, and he said it is unlikely a
magistrate position will open again.
Whitehead speculated that ministers also could
face government pressure to perform same-sex
weddings, with those who refuse to solemnize
gay marriages losing the power to solemnize any
marriage on behalf of the state. Church weddings,
he said, could become merely religious ceremonies
without meaning in the state’s eyes.
“Secularists will try to avoid this constitutional
crisis of religious freedom,” Whitehead said, by
“simply tell[ing] the minister, ‘We’re not going to
force you to perform a marriage ... but we’ll not
permit you to do any marriages if you refuse to
perform marriages between homosexual couples
who are lawfully married under our state law.’”
David Smolin, a constitutional law professor at
Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law,

does not believe pastors will face legal repercussions for performing only heterosexual weddings.
He told BP standard interpretations of the Constitution and federal statutes establish a “zone of
autonomy” around clergy that should protect their
ability to perform state-recognized weddings without compromising their religious convictions.
Government officials with religious convictions
against gay marriage, however, could face significant challenges, Smolin said.
If public officials “are in a position of usually
solemnizing [marriages for] all takers who come
to them that are eligible under state law,” Smolin
said, then refusing to marry a same-sex couple
“might be a violation of their duties and subject
them, and the state, to a discrimination lawsuit.”
Among those particularly at risk of being
forced to violate their religious convictions are
Christians who work for government offices that
issue marriage licenses, Smolin said. Religious
schools and businesses may face penalties for
refusing to acknowledge gay marriages in admissions, hiring and student housing, he said.
Christiana Holcomb, litigation counsel for Alliance Defending Freedom, told BP it’s possible
that both clergy and government officials could
maintain the right to perform weddings according
to their religious convictions, though she stressed
that the particulars of the Supreme Court’s opinion
need to be studied. Protections of religious liberty
vary from state to state, she said, and states with
Religious Freedom Restoration Acts protect freedom of conscience to a significant degree.
“Government officials do not forfeit all of
their religious liberty protections simply by being
employed by the state,” Holcomb said. “... They
have the freedom guaranteed to them by the First
Amendment and hopefully state laws” to “only
perform weddings that accord with their convictions.”
Jack Graham, pastor of Prestonwood Baptist
Church in Plano, Texas, and a former SBC president, said at a press conference June 17 in Columbus, Ohio, that a justice of the peace in Dallas
had already called him seeking advice on what to
do if same-sex marriage was legalized. Graham
expressed hope that public officials would be
permitted to recuse themselves from performing
weddings that violate their religious convictions,
but he said Christian government workers must
be prepared to stand for Christ regardless of the
consequences.
“As a believer, if you are called upon ... you
must obey God and not man, if it means giving up
your role or facing penalties,” said Graham, who,
along with the other living SBC presidents elected
since 1980, released a statement affirming the
biblical definition of marriage as only between one
man and one woman.
David Roach is chief national correspondent
for Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Convention’s news service. 
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...The City Church, Detroit is hosting a Labor Day backpack drive on
September 5? Their goal is to collect
over 1,000 backpacks and supplies
for needy children in Brightmoor.
They will also host a Thanksgiving
food drive later this year.
...The Greater Detroit Baptist Association will host its 4th Annual
Prayer Walk at Comerica Park on
Tuesday, August 25? The group will
meet in front of the main entrance
(next to the ticket windows, across
from the Fox Theater) at 10:00 am.
...Victory Fellowship Community

Church, Detroit dedicated a “Victory Mission House” on Saturday, July
13? The Mission House will serve as
a mission facility, transitional housing, and a church planting center.
...The Michigan State Police Training Academy is providing training
on security issues for places of
worship? The course will be offered
Tuesday, October 27 at 7426 North
Canal Road in Lansing. To register,
visit mi.train.org, create an account,
and search for course code 1026462.
...Three nominees from Michigan
were accepted at this year’s South-

ern Baptist Convention to serve on
a national level. Margaret Marcus
of Westside Church, Flushing was
nominated and accepted to serve
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; Rebecca McCoy of
Charity Church, Paris to LifeWay
Christian Resources; and Herschel
Smith of Northpoint Church, Gwinn
to Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
To include stories about your church
in future “Did You Know” columns,
email beacon@bscm.org.

- Staff Updates •

•

First Baptist, Clio has called
Rick Bowen and Jim Marcus to
serve as Legacy Church Transitional Co-pastors as part of their
Legacy Church classification.
Brett Lutz has resigned as youth

13
pastor of North End Baptist,
Mount Morris.

- Upcoming Events •

September 13-20: Frances Brown
State Missions Offering and Season of Prayer
• October 9-11: Collegiate Retreat
(Bambi Lake, Roscommon)
• October 16-18: Women’s Harvest
Retreat (Bambi Lake, Roscommon)
• November 6-7: 2015 Annual
Meeting (Faith Baptist, Battle
Creek)
• November 29-December 6: Week
of Prayer, Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering
Register for Michigan Baptist events
at register.bscm.org. To register for
Disaster Relief training, call Judy
Roy at (810) 223-2465.

Satanist statue prompts Michigan Baptist response
By Benjamin Hawkins

Baptist Press
DETROIT (BP) — Michigan Baptists will not
waver in their efforts to spread the Gospel throughout their state, even after The Satanic Temple
(TST) has unveiled a bronze, 9-foot-tall statue of
Baphomet in Detroit, says Tim Patterson, executive director for the state’s Baptist convention.
“People have been worshipping Satan since
Satan fell from heaven,” Tim Patterson, executive director for the Baptist State Convention of
Michigan, said. “That is nothing new at all. I think
what is new about it is the public way it is being
portrayed in the media.
“I’m not up in arms about it,” he noted. “I’m
not worried about it, and Michigan Baptists should
not be worried about it either. Our concern is what
we’ve been called to do, and we’ve been called
to proclaim the Gospel, to plant churches, and to
make a difference for the kingdom. … Our job
is to punch holes in the darkness, and that’s what
we’re going to be about.”
Nearly 700 people gathered July 25 in a Detroit
warehouse around midnight for the unveiling of
the Baphomet monument, which TST unsuccessfully tried to erect beside a 10 Commandments
monument in Oklahoma two years ago.
According to The Christian Post, TST spokesperson Lucien Greaves said people received an
e-ticket revealing the secret location of the event
only after signing a contract, giving their souls to
the devil. According to Time magazine, TST also
overestimated the popularity of the event, telling
possible attendees that it would be “the largest

public satanic ceremony in history.”
Time also called Baphomet the “totem of
contemporary Satanism.” The Detroit monument
displays this demonic figure enthroned underneath
a pentagram, with one child on each side looking
up at its face in wonder.
But despite its centuries-old association with
the occult, Baphomet is nowhere mentioned in
Scripture, according to Ryan Stokes, an assistant professor of Old Testament at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary and author of a
forthcoming book tentatively called, “The Rise of
Satan: Sin, Suffering, and the Superhuman in the
Hebrew Scriptures and Early Jewish Literature.”
Nevertheless, according to Stokes, the Bible
clearly affirms the reality of Satan and other demonic beings who were created by God, but who
are in rebellion against God.
“According to the Bible, there are these spiritual beings out there that we would call evil spirits or
demons or Satan,” Stokes said, “and the Bible says
that they are responsible for a number of problems
in the world, including sickness, in certain cases.
And they are responsible for misleading humans
into sin.
“And the Bible is clear also that God has defeated these beings, but that nevertheless people
continue to be seduced by them.”
The Bible also speaks of Satan’s demand for
worship from Jesus in Matthew 4 and Luke 4, and
it refers to pagan idolatry — as practiced today,
for example, in Buddhism and Hinduism — as the
worship of demons (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).
“The Bible does seem to say that people who
worship gods other than the God of the Bible are

Planned Parenthood

4:30 p.m. that afternoon. Some are still working on
(or working on hiding) their coverage of the story.”
Hemingway acknowledged initial reports by
the Washington Post and CNN were “fair,” but
she critiqued a litany of media outlets, including
the Post, for slanting their stories toward Planned
Parenthood.
Terry Mattingly, a Christian journalist who
blogs about the media’s coverage of religion, said
The Times has incorrectly claimed in multiple articles that the Center for Medical Progress released

worshipping demons,” Stokes said. “So the worship of demonic beings doesn’t seem to be unique,
according to the way that the Bible describes false
religion.
“But, on the other hand, explicitly to identify
that figure who is God’s enemy as the object of
one’s worship does seem to be a more blatant
statement — not just in favor of another god, but a
statement in opposition to the God of the Bible.”
In a blogpost written for the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC), Bart Barber addressed the Christian response to TST’s unveiling of this Baphomet
statue. Like Stokes, he noted all idolatry is the
worship of demons.
“Every golden Buddha in your city is a statue to
Satan, as well as every Hindu idol,” Barber, senior
pastor of First Baptist Church, Farmersville, Texas,
wrote. “So, the fact that this statue is dedicated to
Satan adds nothing new and only serves to make
what God has seen all along obvious to everyone.
There are satanic idols all around us.”
In his post, Barber also noted, according to
Exodus 20:4-6, “we are not in a monuments-andstatues race.” He said Christians should respond
to Detroit’s Baphomet monument in the same way
that Jesus or the apostle Paul responded to idolatry.
“They refuted idolatry and preached the Gospel,” Barber wrote. “ … Neither Jesus, nor any of
the apostles, ever tried to tear down the idols in
their world. They were more interested in changing
people than in changing the landscape.”
Benjamin Hawkins is the associate editor for
The Pathway, the newsjournal of the Missouri
Baptist Convention. 
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the full version of its initial video after Planned
Parenthood complained of misleading editing. In
reality, the full version was released 21 seconds
after the edited version, Mattingly noted.
Hemingway has requested corrections by The
Times at least twice to no avail, Mattingly wrote at
the Get Religion blog.
Some Southern Baptists took to Twitter to express their frustration with media coverage of the
controversy. Ed Stetzer, executive director of LifeWay Research, tweeted July 14, “Sadly, if Planned

Parenthood @PPact was selling body parts of
puppies, not aborted babies, the mainstream media
would actually cover it.” As of July 23, his tweet
had been retweeted 1,500 times.
Denny Burk, professor of biblical studies at
Boyce College, tweeted July 20, “There are still so
many unanswered questions. Why aren’t reporters
asking them?”
David Roach is chief national correspondent
for Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Convention’s news service. 

What’s happening at your church? Email us at beacon@bscm.org
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CP Designated
YTD CP
June
June
2015
BAY ASSOCIATION			
BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH
78.25
0.00
333.77
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
350.12
0.00
2,651.06
CROSSWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
667.10
200.00
3,707.18
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
769.55
60.00
3,414.76
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
443.31
LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
300.00
455.00
600.00
NEW BEGINNINGS - HARRISON
45.26
0.00
272.99
NEW HOPE CHURCH
179.00
0.00
1,320.00
RIVERBEND BAPTIST CHURCH
25.00
0.00
189.00
RIVERWALK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
20.02
0.00
SAGINAW VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
427.60
0.00
1,169.72
SANFORD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
14.29
0.00
71.51
SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
22,500.00
Total:
2,856.17
735.02 36,673.30
			
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION			
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
300.00
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH LANSING
10.50
0.00
89.25
CEDAR STREET CHURCH
7,049.00
3,916.00
45,602.00
CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
219.44
DISCOVER LIFE CHURCH
383.46
0.00
2,873.02
FAITH FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
600.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - DEWITT
50.00
0.00
250.00
FIRST SPANISH AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
GOOD SHEPHERD BAPTIST CHURCH
1,637.71
300.00
2,767.06
GRACE CHURCH
2,577.27
1,288.62
21,327.04
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH - JACKSON
842.59
0.00
4,422.93
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANIC de ST. JOHNS
45.00
0.00
210.00
JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST CHURCH
5.20
0.00
73.77
KALEO CHURCH OF LANSING
300.00
0.00
750.00
KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH
150.00
0.00
900.00
NEW COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
395.33
NEW LIFE CHAPEL
55.00
0.00
305.50
PAGE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
13,205.73 5,504.62 81,085.34
			
GENESEE ASSOCIATION			
AINSWORTH BAPTIST CHURCH
641.76
0.00
3,745.28
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
76.00
64.00

BRAY ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,742.72
CORUNNA ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,038.99
DAVISON MEADOWS BAPTIST CHURCH
150.00
0.00
300.00
EAGLE’S NEST BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
EASTGATE BAPTIST CHURCH
2,350.51
239.00
11,488.87
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - DURAND
0.00
0.00
396.52
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - CLIO
226.80
0.00
403.89
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - FLUSHING
0.00
0.00
420.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SWARTZ CREEK
0.00
0.00
9,009.76
GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HANMAUM INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST
100.00
0.00
500.00
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
145.00
111.00
934.00
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,593.00
454.00
18,872.00
LaFAMILIA MULTI-CULTURAL COMMUNITY 94.00
70.00
512.00
LIGHTHOUSE CHAPEL OF THE DEAF
140.00
0.00
367.71
LINCOLN PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW HAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
200.00
NORTH END BAPTIST CHURCH
886.52
0.00
6,814.19
ONELIFE CHURCH
1,209.80
0.00
3,367.67
OPEN DOOR BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
250.00
OUTREACH BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
300.00
SHAWN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,100.00
THE FIELDHOUSE
100.00
0.00
200.00
THE OPEN DOOR BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE POTTER’S WHEEL
454.51
0.00
2,165.55
WESTSIDE CHURCH
801.00
98.00
6,130.00
Total:
9,092.90 1,048.00 70,323.15
			
GREATER DETROIT ASSOCIATION			
ANN ARBOR CHINESE CHRISTIAN
0.00
0.00
0.00
BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
720.00
BRIGHTER DAY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
70.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,550.00
CANTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
200.00
200.00
1,000.00
CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,681.51
DEARBORN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH
228.15
0.00
1,229.45
DETROIT BAPTIST TEMPLE
0.00
0.00
0.00
EASTSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
2,245.88
EBER MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - TRENTON
0.00
0.00
4,671.16
FIRST SPANISH BAPTIST CHURCH
350.00
0.00
2,100.00
GREATER MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
50.00
0.00
90.00
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN
0.00
0.00
150.00
LEGACY
147.00
0.00
787.39
MERRIMAN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
16,120.72 11,000.00
38,659.15
MIDDLEBELT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,500.00
MT. VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH
779.30
0.00
5,024.98
NEW TRUTH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
OAK PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00
0.00
100.00
PALMER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
600.00
PHILIPPINE INT’L BAPTIST - TAYLOR
100.00
0.00
600.00
PHILIPPINE INT`L BAPTIST - WINDSOR
0.00
0.00
200.00
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH - PLYMOUTH
682.00
0.00
1,762.00
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
25.00
0.00
150.00
SECOND LAOTIAN BAPTIST CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
0.00
SOUTHFIELD ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
TEMPLE OF FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
500.00
THE CITY CHURCH - CANTON
10.00
0.00
30.00
THE CITY CHURCH - DETROIT
10.00
0.00
30.00
THE CITY CHURCH - REDFORD
20.00
0.00
150.00
THE GATHERING
0.00
0.00
2,278.61
TRENTON MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,733.60
TRINITY CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
VICTORY FELLOWSHIP COMMUNNITY
100.00
0.00
550.00
WOODHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH
500.00
0.00
3,000.00
Total:
19,522.17 11,200.00 73,163.73
			
HURON ASSOCIATION			
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH ANN ARBOR
40.00
0.00
240.00
CONNECTIONS COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
137.82
0.00
137.82
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY BAPTIST
1,538.89
0.00
8,286.50
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF SALINE 1,253.48
300.00
10,779.30
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GREEN OAK TWP 450.00
136.00
750.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SOUTH LYON
4,140.07
0.00
17,093.02
GRACEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
491.30
0.00
2,412.23
IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
220.00
LIVING WATER COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,200.00
NORTH PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH
-591.14
0.00
2,196.17
OAKWOOD CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00

ESTATE PLANNING FOR NEW PARENTS
You’ve thought of all the details in
preparing for the birth of your new
baby. The birth of a new child is a good
time to create or update an estate plan.
The Foundation helps hundreds of
families each year with their estate
plans, which allows parents to name a
legal guardian for their children.
The Foundation also has a legal fees
reimbursement plan if you want to
leave a gift in your estate plan to a
Southern Baptist Ministry.

Protect those you love.
810.714.1907 • www.BFoMI.org
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REACH CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,150.00
YPSILANTI MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
480.00
Total:
7,460.42
436.00 44,945.04
			
LENDALE ASSOCIATION			
CLINTON BAPTIST CHURCH
314.76
235.00
1,342.17
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
450.00
FRONTIER BAPTIST CHURCH
292.34
5.00
699.49
HILLSDALE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,281.02
10.00
10,248.59
NEW DAY/NUEVO DIA BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
75.00
TECUMSEH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 333.93
0.00
1,495.31
THORNHILL BAPTIST CHURCH
30.96
0.00
198.58
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH - ADRIAN
0.00
0.00
1,200.00
Total:
2,253.01
250.00 15,709.14
			
MOTOR CITIES METRO ASSOCIATION			
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,698.31
BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
205.00
0.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
914.15
0.00
3,411.46
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
COLUMBIA AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
489.18
0.00
3,334.73
CONGREGATION SHALOM
0.00
0.00
300.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,080.00
CROSS WAVES CHURCH
342.72
0.00
2,110.05
CROSSINGS CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
DEQUINDRE ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
187.75
0.00
883.10
EVANGEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF TROY
200.00
0.00
600.00
FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH, SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - NEW BALTIMORE 2,134.20
0.00
16,127.13
FIRST HMONG BAPTIST CHURCH
257.00
0.00
1,159.00
FIRST ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST SPANISH-AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 300.00
0.00
1,800.00
FOREST PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
1,466.74
755.18
5,041.76
GOLGOTHA ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HARRISON METRO CHURCH
156.66
0.00
1,231.35
HARVEST BAPTIST - SHELBY TOWNSHIP
400.60
0.00
1,826.76
HARVEST BAPTIST - WATERFORD
68.34
0.00
257.34
HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH
554.36
0.00
3,135.16
HILTON OAKS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
823.55
HMONG AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
367.03
HOPE IN CHRIST BIBLE CHURCH
50.00
0.00
50.00
KOREAN FIRST BAPTIST
300.00
0.00
1,500.00
KOREAN IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
KOREAN NEW LIFE CHURCH
635.00
0.00
2,070.00
LAKEPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,675.00
900.00
9,924.30
LAKES BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
500.00
LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
1,922.67
0.00
10,498.53
LAPEER COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LEGACY CHURCH
2,509.19
495.00
11,056.54
LIFE OF PURPOSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIFE RECOVERY CHURCH
5.00
0.00
199.00
MADISON HEIGHTS FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00
MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
9,605.84
MT. ZION MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NARROW PATH CHRISTIAN BIKER CHURCH 731.00
0.00
1,402.17
NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW COVENANT CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,530.60
NEW DAY HOUSE OF PRAISE - SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH - FRASER
150.00
0.00
850.00
NORTHFIELD HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
OAKLAND WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH
2,300.00
25.00
10,285.00
PATHWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
391.60
1,275.00
1,901.30
PHILIPPINE INT’L BAPTIST - WARREN
0.00
0.00
0.00
SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
250.00
SPRINGVIEW COMMUNITY CHURCH
100.00
0.00
13,214.87
ST. STEPHEN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 50.00
0.00
500.00
STORYTELLERS CHURCH
500.00
0.00
2,250.00
THE HILL CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE MASTERS BIBLE CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE SHEPHERD’S FOLD
0.00
0.00
50.00
TROY JAPANESE FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00

WARREN WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH
2,536.35
2,130.00
10,509.87
Total:
21,377.51 5,785.18 133,334.75
			
NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION			
AGAPE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
150.00
ANTRIM COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
565.00
CRYSTAL LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
265.59
EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
562.90
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - EMPIRE
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH - PELLSTON
0.00
0.00
225.00
LAKE CITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NORTHSHORE COMMUNITY CHURCH
50.00
0.00
150.00
REDISCOVER FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00
SAFE HARBOR SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
THE ORCHARD CHURCH
728.69
0.00
3,536.67
Total:
778.69
562.90
4,892.26
			
PINES ASSOCIATION			
ALPINE VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
14.53
0.00
94.20
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
150.97
0.00
459.86
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - ATLANTA
0.00
0.00
0.00
FRESH START FELLOWSHIP OF OSCODA
86.10
0.00
428.79
GOODAR BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
148.04
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRAYLING BAPTIST CHURCH
97.98
0.00
515.70
HUBBARD LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HURON BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LAKE ST. HELEN BAPTIST CHURCH
251.80
0.00
1,165.46
NEW HARVEST COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
ONAWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
700.00
PATHWAY SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
79.00
0.00
265.00
PIGEON RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
806.89
ROSCOMMON BAPTIST CHURCH
223.00
20.00
1,017.00
THE CONNECTION SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
903.38
20.00
5,600.94
			
SOUTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION			
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
100.00
CANAAN CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH OF HASTINGS 0.00
0.00
521.88
EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
409.10
0.00
1,952.79
FAITH BAPTIST - BATTLE CREEK
1,634.35
0.00
9,019.89
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - PORTAGE
88.32
0.00
413.03
GRACE FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
338.13
0.00
1,892.40
HARPER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
256.35
0.00
2,868.40
HIGHER GROUND MINISTRIES OF TEMPLE BC 0.00
0.00
100.00
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
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LEVEL PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,274.73
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH - KALAMAZOO
213.16
81.18
213.16
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
621.00
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
411.74
ZOMI MISSIONS CHURCH
555.80
0.00
2,186.59
Total:
3,495.21
81.18 21,575.61
			
SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION			
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
878.00
146.00
2,776.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
805.13
CROSSPOINTE CHURCH
1,839.09
344.82
8,499.48
DUNDEE BAPTIST CHURCH
133.00
0.00
1,947.50
EVERGREEN ACRES MISSIONARY BAPTIST
0.00
0.00
0.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
1,626.35
FRENCHTOWN MISSIONARY BAPTIST
293.40
0.00
1,673.44
GRAPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
86.75
0.00
377.45
HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
KENTUCKY PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST
25.00
0.00
50.00
LAKESIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
300.00
LIBERTY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
632.30
0.00
2,916.97
MONROE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 7,729.04
0.00
53,769.28
PETERSBURG MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
ROCKWOOD MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 35.60
0.00
314.75
TRUE GOSPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
UNION STREET MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
11,702.18
490.82 75,056.35
			
SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION			
BANGOR BAPTIST CHURCH
148.00
0.00
967.00
BEACON BAPTIST CHURCH
60.00
0.00
334.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH - NILES
533.00
0.00
2,443.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - BERRIEN SPRINGS 249.45
0.00
369.93
GLENDALE BAPTIST CHURCH
59.50
0.00
330.51
NILES AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
ONTWA BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
600.00
THE SANCTUARY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE SHORE
410.29
0.00
1,445.96
Total:
1,560.24
0.00
6,490.40
			
UPPER PENINSULA ASSOCIATION			
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - KINGSFORD
294.81
0.00
1,255.08
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - MENOMINEE
123.27
0.00
796.63
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SBC
90.00
0.00
370.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - DAFTER
68.00
0.00
308.10
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GWINN
503.03
0.00
2,656.12
GRACE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
10.00
HOUGHTON BAPTIST CHURCH
1,024.00
0.00
5,739.00
NORTHPOINT BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
645.76
Total:
2,103.11
0.00 11,780.69
			
WOODLAND ASSOCIATION			
ANCHOR COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
625.00
CHARITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
925.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - LUDINGTON
0.00
0.00
528.60
GRACE COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HOLLAND SOUTHERN BAPTIST
0.00
80.76
0.00
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
0.00
0.00
0.00
IB RECONCILIACION - GRAND RAPIDS
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
REMEDY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
SONRISE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
150.00
Total:
0.00
80.76
2,228.60
			
NON-ASSOCIATIONAL			
FAITH BAPTIST CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
2,657.50
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - LINDEN
25.00
0.00
75.00
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
83.34
0.00
500.04
HARVEY BAPTIST CHURCH
211.15
0.00
893.82
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH - MONROE 4,343.98
30.00
22,800.61
NORTHBROOK CHURCH
0.00
0.00
300.00
REDEMPTION CHURCH
0.00
0.00
100.00
Total:
4,663.47
30.00 27,326.97
Grand Total:
100,974.19 26,224.48 610,186.27
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“Dolls on Mission” project impacts several continents
By Nancy Spears

Hillsdale Baptist Church,
and Roscommon Baptist
Church, have hosted dollmaking events as well.
“We had a church-wide
mission on Sunday evening [including women,
men and youth] to make
dolls!” said Loretta Eby,
WMU President of Hillsdale Baptist Church. “I
have more that are cut out
and we are going to have
another missions day in
August to do more.”

medical mission
team leaving
Special to the Baptist Beacon
in September.
FENTON — Churches across
100 dolls were
Michigan have discovered a variety
collected at the
of ways to participate in the “Dolls
event, and people
on Mission” project. Many individuwho were unable
als and churches have participated in
to attend prommaking dolls in small groups or at a
ised at least 40
WMU event.
additional dolls.
The Women’s Mission Retreat in
The dolls colFebruary, the WMU Annual Meeting and Celebration in April, and the
lected in August
Girls’ Missions Camp in July all ofare headed to
fered the opportunity to create dolls.
Southeast Asia,
Children in South Africa receive Dolls on Mission.
Several churches, including Anchor
the Middle East
(Photo by Tim Steele)
was at the WMU Annual Meeting
and Africa. These
and Celebration, bringing in a total
mission teams request prayer as they
of 175 dolls. These have all been
go on mission trips in August, Sepdistributed.
tember and November. Pray for their
“Having the dolls to give to
safety, the impact of the gospel where
the children in the Mayan Villages
they are serving, and the openness of
opened many doors,” said Michigan
hearts to receive the message.
WMU President Sharon Greer. “It
What’s next
gave us opportunities to share the
The next “Gathering of the Dolls”
love of Jesus. We had 115 children
will take place at the Annual Meetshow up at our Friday worship after a ing of the Baptist State Convention
week of giving dolls away.”
of Michigan. It will be held at Faith
“I just want to say thank you
Baptist Church in Battle Creek on
for sending us with the dolls for
November 6-7, 2015.
our South Africa Trip,” Timothy
The WMU hopes that Michigan
Steele, pastor of Cross Waves Baptist churches will provide even more
Church, said. “The girls loved them.” dolls that can be given to children in
Mission team members distribute dolls in South Africa. (Photo
Asia and Africa
need or crisis during the Christmas
by Tim Steele)
The second Gathering of the Dolls holiday season. Churches interested
took place on August 1, when a small in receiving dolls for ministry or misCommunity Church in Grand RapNorth America and Africa
group gathered to collect and pray
sion trips should email requests to
ids, Charity Baptist Church in Paris,
The first Gathering of the Dolls
Harmony Baptist Church in Jackson,
over the dolls and offer prayer for the nancy@bscm.org. 

The “Gathering of the Dolls,” held August 1 at Warren Woods Baptist Church, collected over 100 dolls to be given out on future
mission projects. (Photo by Rachel Coin)

