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2015 VBS Institutes
April 11, 2015
Merriman Road Baptist Church
2055 Merriman Road, Garden City

May 2, 2015
Bambi Lake Retreat and Conference Center
3468 East Robinson Lake Road, Roscommon

Both sessions are 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Cost is $6.00 and lunch is provided.
Doors open at 8:00 am for registration. To register, email info@mrbc.us.
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Dearborn pastors dispel Sharia law reports
By Diana Chandler
Baptist Press

DEARBORN (BP) — Southern Baptist pastor
Carlos Liese recalls entering a mosque near Dearborn, Mich., sitting on the floor with Islamists and
sharing the Gospel. An elderly Muslim man who
said little during the conversation invited Liese to
his home.
“And they had just told us we were going to
hell, and we had gently told them that they were
going to hell too, in a gracious way,” Liese told
Baptist Press. “But we stood our ground. We
shared the Gospel and it was well received again,
even though we ended up not agreeing.”
Such encounters are not uncommon for Liese,
who helps lead monthly evangelism efforts in
Middle Eastern coffee shops, hookah bars and restaurants in Dearborn, a city where at least a third
of the population is Arab-American, according to
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2000 report, “Arab Population in Selected Places,” and 2009 numbers from
the Arab American Institute. Many concede the
U.S. Census undercounts Arab-Americans. And to
improve its count, the Census Bureau is considering adding a “Middle Eastern/North African” category to its racial and ethnic background question
in the 2020 survey, the Arab American Institute
reported in November 2014.
Contrary to news reports dating to as early as
2010, Dearborn is not under Sharia law, a strict
— and sometimes tortuous — theocratic form of
civil and criminal law based on the Quran, Southern Baptist pastors in the Detroit suburb of about
100,000 say.
Liese, who lives in Dearborn Heights and pastored First Spanish Baptist Church in Detroit for
25 years, called such reports “yellow journalism,”
aimed at riling people and increasing readers and
viewers.
“And making statements like that only frighten
people and that doesn’t accomplish anything,” said
Liese, who today pastors Good Shepherd Baptist
Church in Lansing, 60 miles away.
While Sharia varies in implementation in
Islamic countries that impose it, common Sharia

Southern Baptist pastors say rumors of Dearborn, which has a high concentration of
Arab Americans, being under the control of Sharia law have hampered evangelistic
outreach there. Dearborn Mayor Jack O’Reilly has refuted the claim, helping to remind
the public that Dearborn is a democracy governed by a mayor and seven-member city
council elected by a vote of the public. (Photo from City of Dearborn official website)
punishments, according to the Duhaime.org online our diverse faith leaders, who foster understanding
law dictionary, include prison or death for criticiz- and tolerance.”
ing the government, which is considered blasThrough an outgrowth of the Greater Detroit
phemy; death by stoning for a woman who has a
Baptist Association, Liese has partnered since
child out of wedlock, even in cases of rape; and
2012 with Dave Ferraro, pastor of discipleship at
jailing or caning for vagrancy, the crime of being
Merriman Road Baptist Church in Garden City,
intentionally unemployed and failing to care for
Mich., to spread the Gospel among Muslims in
one’s family.
Dearborn. The two are regularly well received
Regardless of rumors, 37 percent of Christians
among Muslims, Liese said, and have even sung
fear the establishment of Sharia law in the U.S.,
Christmas carols to the applause of Muslims gathaccording to a September–October, 2014 poll by
ered at Middle Eastern restaurants where the two
LifeWay Research, Baptist Press reported Feb. 11.
frequently dine.
The rumors are so well established, Dearborn
Gospel seed planting
Mayor Jack O’Reilly has refuted the claim in let“We set out in hopes of putting together a coaliters to individuals, appearances on international
media and in an Oct. 30, 2013 press release stating tion of like-minded Southern Baptists, Michigan
Southern Baptists, who have a passion to reach
emphatically, “Dearborn is not under sharia law
and has never at any time even considered such an Muslims for Christ,” Liese said. “We’ve not seen
action.... One unique aspect of our community is
See Sharia Law on page 2
the strong working relationship that exists among

Men’s retreats offer time of spiritual renewal
By David B. Smith
Baptist Beacon

ROSCOMMON — At Bambi
Lake Baptist Retreat and Conference
Center, men are connecting with their
peers and with the Lord through the
eternal work God is doing there.
Convention staff and leaders from
around Michigan plan three men’s retreats at Bambi Lake each year. These
retreats take place January through
March and provide the attendees with
spiritual encouragement.
Dan Kucharczyk, Bambi Lake’s
camp manager, fondly remembers

one men’s retreat camper saying, “No
matter how hard you try you can’t
leave this place unchanged.” Dan
says, “That’s great for me as Camp
Director to hear how God has worked
in the lives of our campers.”
Each of the three men’s retreats
features a different style of worship.
January is more traditional, February has a Southern Gospel feel and
March, a one-night event, is contemporary.
Dan says the March event is good
for pastors and church leaders. It is
designed for campers to come in on
Friday, stay overnight and leave Sat-

urday to be home in time for church
the next day.
The January and February offerings are three-day/two-night events
that feature a camp speaker, camp
pastor, and camp missionary. They
are packed full of activities and sessions arranged to help men with their
unique struggles and needs.
Kucharczyk says the camp setting is the perfect place to hold these
events.
“People feel safe at Bambi Lake
and are able in that environment to
confide in one another,” he said.
Because of this sense of security,

campers are confident in bringing the
lost. This has led several of the retreats to see an increase in attendance
and conversions.
The men’s retreat in March has
grown so much that a fall event is
being planned for the 2016 season.
This new retreat will include contemporary worship with a focus on men’s
ministry.
Of course, none of this would be
possible without a great camp staff.
Dan says he works with a group of
servant-minded people who have a

See Men’s Retreats on page 3
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anybody added to the church, but we’ve done a lot
of seed planting and people have been very, very
receptive. Our experience has been nothing but
positive.
“People have always been gracious,” Liese
said. “In all these years that we have been doing
this we have been able to share the Gospel with
many people, so many seeds have been sown, and
we have never been mistreated or disrespected,
ever.” The two men have been invited to the homes
and family events of Muslims, including weddings,
and Muslims have visited the homes and churches
of Southern Baptists.
The North American Mission Board has adopted Detroit as a Send City for targeted evangelism
and church planting, but the area remains largely
unreached for Christ, said Dearborn resident Eli
Garza, current pastor of First Spanish Baptist
Church.
“We are barely hanging on as a denomination in
the state,” Garza told Baptist Press. “Dearborn is a
largely unreached city; there’s lots to do here. But
not only Dearborn, but I would say our suburbs
as well, even though they’re populated by a large
number of Anglo-Americans, they are not evangelical.”
Rumors of Sharia law in Dearborn only hamper
outreach efforts, said Garza, who strives to build
relationships with Muslim neighbors.
“It’s shocking, absolutely shocking how people
enjoy the sensational,” Garza said, “but don’t support the facts.”
Garza strives to be a Christian witness among
the diversity of Muslims in his immediate neighborhood, shoveling show and performing other
acts of kindness. His next-door neighbor, a Muslim, commends him, Garza said.
“I go out of my way to shovel the sidewalk
for them. I’m going to show my respect for them
by helping them out,” Garza said. “We’re making
headway.”
“But let our good works open doors; obviously
good works do not present the Gospel, but [good
works] demonstrates to them that if we say we are
followers of ... the Messiah, then we’d better behave like it,” Garza said. “[Good works say] even
if we just disagree with them in our faith, we’re
going to love them anyway.”

Muslim diversity

Matthew Vroman, pastor of Eastside Community Church in Harper Woods, Mich., served nearly
10 years as a church planter in Turkey. Vroman
said the Muslim community in Dearborn is diverse, including Shiite Lebanese, Arab Chaldeans,
Albanians, Bangladeshi, Yemeni and Hamtramck.

“Dearborn is full of a community that likes
to go to Walmart to shop, loves to eat, wants to
educate their kids in their values, and a lot of their
values are good. It’s not full of a bunch of jihadists
who want Sharia law,” Vroman told Baptist Press.
“In general, people just want to live there. That’s
the thing that people don’t get, that at the end of
the day they are people.... They just want to make
a living, and they’re worried about their kids [and]
families.”
However, Muslims do want to rear their families with Muslim values, and whether the public
images of Muslims in Dearborn mirror their private lives can only be left to speculation, Vroman
said.
“The leaders, not jihadists, they do want to
be able to marry, and bury and divorce and live
according to the rules of Islam, and that’s true,”
Vroman said. “They do want their people to live
according to Islam.... They do want dialogue because they believe in what they hold to. The other
thing they want to show is that ... there’s a peaceful
side to the Muslim culture.... So many Muslims
really want their voice to be heard because they’re
tired of [it] being said, ‘You’re a terrorist, you’re a
terrorist, you’re a terrorist. Everybody looks at you
funny.’ Talk about profiling.”
Among Muslim leaders, Imam Mohammad Ali
Elahi of Islamic House of Wisdom in Dearborn has
spoken frequently and publicly against ISIS and
terrorism.
“It’s a big lie to call yourselves Islamic State,”
Elahi said of ISIS at an August 2014 anti-terrorism
rally in Dearborn. “You are not Islamic and you are
not a state. You are a bunch of gangsters and criminals who choose the tools of torture, intimidation,
explosion, theft and disruption against innocent
people.”
Elahi promotes Islam as a religion of peace.
“There is no such thing as radical Islam,”
Elahi said in a Jan. 15 CNN interview. “Islam is a
religion of reason, a religion of peace, a religion of
respect for human rights, a religion of responsibility.
“And any mentality and any kind of teachings
that are against human common sense, against
peace, against rationality, against respect for human life and human property and human intellect,
and human integrity, it is against Islam,” he said.
“And this is why we consider these guys ... real enemies of Islam. But unfortunately we don’t receive
the support from the world in our fight against
terrorism. We need to provide more awareness and
education to the families themselves.”
The Dearborn mosque held a community prayer
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vigil and memorial service Feb. 15 for three Muslims killed by a self-described atheist in Chapel
Hill, N.C., newlyweds Deah Barakat, 23, and Yusor Abu-Salha, 21, and her sister Razan Abu-Salha,
19.

Pray for Dearborn

Vroman said Southern Baptists who allow fear
to inhibit their outreach to Muslims are living in
disobedience to the Great Commandment and the
Great Commission.
“I think we need to repent of our walking in
fear and not caring about the souls of Muslims,
and I think as Baptists we need to get intentional
about showing love to Muslims so we can reach
them,” Vroman said. “We need to believe what the
Bible says and not talk radio. I wish that Christians
would befriend Muslims, because they’re not the
enemy, but we act like they are.
“Are we an American first or a disciple of Jesus
first?” Vroman asked.
Southern Baptists need to pray for evangelistic
outreach in Dearborn, pastors told Baptist Press,
and should consider funding or physically participating in long-term outreach to the community.
Many have moved to Dearborn and lived among
Muslims to reach them for Christ, Liese said.
Muslims and Christians are united by our sin
problem and need for a Savior, Liese said.
“The same place that all religions lead to is an
attempt to deal with our sin problem; all of us deal
with that,” he said. “The only difference is we have
a Savior who is the Son of God who came, was
born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on the
cross as our substitute, rose from the dead bodily,
and ascended and is at the right hand of God. And
we don’t back down on any of that. We believe
that. That’s Who we worship. That’s our Savior
Lord Jesus.”
Liese often asks Muslims how their religion
absolves them of sin, and finds they often can’t
identify a particular point at which their sins are
forgiven.
“They say, ‘We fast at Ramadan and we pray
[five] times a day and we give to charity,’” Liese
said. “They’ll say, ‘If I’m lucky I might be good
enough.’ And they’ve used that word [lucky] several times with me. And so I’ll say, well, that right
there is the great difference, not that I’m any better
than you, but I have a Savior, and this is what I
believe.
“Eventually we get to share the Gospel, and
that’s what we do.”
Diana Chandler is general assignment writer/
editor for Baptist Press. 
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Men’s Retreats

“whatever it takes” mentality.
Bambi Lake is currently
taking applications for summer missionaries, 18-25 years
of age to work eight to ten
weeks over the summer. To
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keep up with all that’s going
on at Bambi Lake or to apply
for the summer missionary
position, visit the Bambi Lake
website at
www.bambi-lake.org. 

The January Men’s Retreat featured traditional
worship and guest speaker Jim McNiel for a threeday, two-night conference. (Submitted photo)

Women’s retreat at Bambi Lake ‘All for You’
By Nancy Spears

Michigan Women’s Missionary Union
ROSCOMMON (BP) — On February 20,
the temperature in Roscommon dropped to -39º,
only 5º warmer than the North Pole. These record

surrender and let go of the things that are holding
them back.
Comparing sin to “our kryptonite,” Witcher
invited non-Christians to let go of the things that
hold them back from receiving salvation. Chris-

One workshop, “Taking out the Trash,” shared
about surrendering negative thoughts and focusing
on how God sees people. This conference, originally scheduled for a break out room, flooded over
into the Worship Center.
One mission team shared highlights of a mission trip teaching VBS in a different language in
Tamashek. Several workshops were provided for
attendees to learn how to serve and find opportunities to serve.
Women who attended could learn about Girls’
Camp being held in July. They also had opportunity to sign up to serve at camp and receive the
training needed.
Sewing Ministry opportunities were offered
during free time. Several items were created for
the DeVos Children’s Hospital in Grand Rapids,
including two baby quilts for the neonatal unit and
113 children’s surgery hats for the children’s surgery unit. Attendees also made ten dolls to be sent
with mission teams.
All of these sewing ministries can be ongoing
opportunities. The WMU Annual Meeting, held at
Warren Woods Baptist Church on April 18, will
collect Dolls on Mission.
A Sunday worship highlight was the Reader’s
Theatre, a dramatic sketch for Missions Awareness.
During the singing of “I Surrender All,” women
were asked to make a commitment to giving “All
for You” – to surrender completely, denying one’s
self; sacrifice willingly, taking up one’s cross; and
serve intentionally, following Him into the community, the state of Michigan, and the world. 

Legacy from Merriman Road Baptist Church led worship for the Women’s Winter
Missions Retreat. (Submitted photo)
cold temperatures did not freeze out the Women’s
tians were challenged to let go of baggage and
Winter Missions Retreat, as 123 women from
surrender it to Jesus.
more than thirty churches gathered at Bambi Lake
Retreat and Conference Center, with some women
even braving the weather for a cross-country skiing adventure on Saturday afternoon.
Eleanor Witcher, Associate Director of the
Prayer Office of the International Mission Board
(IMB) was the featured guest speaker. Eleanor led
the Bible Studies on each of the themes of Sacrifice, Surrender and Serve in the three worship
sessions as well as a conference on Interceding for
the Nations.
Witcher’s passion for prayer is evident as she
shares; her voice is the one that can be heard on
the recorded prayer messages on Compassion.net
PrayerLine. Worship was led by Legacy from Merriman Road Baptist Church.
Nine dolls, two baby quilts, and 113 surgery hats were completed during the Ministry
Witcher talked about how easy it is to be
Sewing time at the Women’s Winter Missions Retreat. (Submitted photo)
comfortable with sin. She encouraged women to
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Know the enemy

In the February issue of
the Baptist Beacon, my article
was entitled, “We are at war.”
I referred to the article written by Kurt Eichenwald in
Newsweek and his attack on
the Bible.
At the end of the article I
identified the real enemy. The
Jimmy Jones
enemy is not Kurt EichenInterim Executive wald. The enemy is Satan.
Director
He will use anyone he can
deceive to try and stop the
message of the Gospel.
He will use journalists, historians, scientists,
politicians, philosophers, educators, false prophets,
evolutionists, abortionists, pornography retailers, entertainers, lawyers, the rich, the poor, and
preachers. He is not a respecter of persons.
Anyone who has not received Jesus as Savior
and Lord of his life is fair game. Only a personal
relationship with Jesus can prevent Satan from his
dominion and control of our lives.
Listen to Paul’s description of those without
Christ in Ephesians 2:1-3 (NASB, emphasis mine):
“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
in which you formerly walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working
in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too
all formerly lived in the desires of the flesh and of
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath,
even as the rest.”

And Paul’s description of those in Christ because of God’s grace (Ephesians 2:4-5, NASB):
“But God being rich in mercy, because of His great
love, with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and
raised us up with Him, and seated us in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.”
The only difference between Christians and the
worst sinner in the world is the grace of God.
Our responsibility is to know the truth and let
the truth set us free.
Know the truth of Romans 3:23 (NASB): “…
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.”
Know the truth of 1 Timothy 1:15 (NASB,
emphasis mine): “It is a trustworthy statement,
deserving full acceptance that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, among whom I am
foremost of all.
Know the truth of 1 Timothy 2:3-4 (NASB,
emphasis mine): “…God our Savior, who desires
all men to be saved…”
Know the truth of Luke 19:10 (NASB): “For
Son of Man has come to seek and save that which
was lost.”
Know the truth of John 20:21 (NASB): “…as
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”
Know the truth of Matthew 16:18 (NASB): “I
will build my church; and the gates of Hades will
not overpower it.”
Know the truth of Ephesians 6:11 (NASB):
“Put on the full armor of God, so that you will

be able to stand firm against the schemes of the
devil.”
Know the truth of Ephesians 6:18 (NASB,
emphasis mine): “With all prayer and petition pray
at all times in the Spirit…”
Know the truth of Ephesians 3:20-21 (NASB,
emphasis mine): “Now to Him who is able to do
far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or
think according to the power that works within
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen”
Know the Truth of 2 Timothy 2:1-3 (NASB,
emphasis mine): “You therefore my son, be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things
which you have heard from me in the presence of
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also. Suffer hardship
with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”
Our responsibility is to obey the truth and do
the truth. Attack Satan, the enemy, not the lost
person for it is Satan who controls him.
Attack him in prayer and attack him with the
Sword of the Spirit. Attack him in the Power of the
Holy Spirit. Attack him fully dressed in the armor
of God.
In the midst of the attack on Satan, attract the
lost person with the love of God evident in your
life. Let the fruit of the Spirit flow through you.
In the words of Charles H. Spurgeon, “If sinners be damned at least let them leap to hell over
our bodies.” 
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Tentmakers Today

The key to pastoral time management

In his
book, “The
Bivocational Pastor,” Dennis Bickers
writes,
“They
George Fountain want to
Bi-Vocational
know how
Ministry Consultant to find the
time to
lead the church, work their
second jobs, spend time with
their families, and have some
time for themselves. They
understand that their effectiveness as leaders depends
upon their ability to manage
their time.”
Henry and Richard Blackaby confirm this: “The most
inefficient and unproductive
leaders have as much time as
history-making leaders. Each
is constrained by the need
for sleep, food, exercise, and
family concerns. Everyone
encounters financial issues,
unforeseen circumstances,

and daily pressures.
“The difference is that
wise leaders refuse to allow
life’s demands to control
their schedule or their priorities. Unwise leaders succumb
to extraneous pressures and
enticements surrounding
them and never accomplish
all God intends for them.
“Great leaders don’t allow
their busy lives or their vast
responsibilities to overwhelm
them. Rather, they become
the masters of their schedules through determined and
conscientious effort.”
Herb Miller clarifies this a
little more for us. He writes,
“Time management is rarely
a church leader’s major challenge. Priority management
is the real issue! Ministry
effectiveness requires sound
priority hierarchy’ judgment:
Which tasks should come
first at a given moment—
ahead of all the others?”
John Maxwell encourages
us to separate activities into

four priority categories.
1. High Importance/High
Urgency: We need to
tackle these projects first.
2. High Importance/Low
Urgency: We need to set
deadlines for completion
and get these projects
worked into our daily
routine.
3. Low Importance/High
Urgency: We need to find
quick, efficient ways to
get this work done with
little personal involvement. These activities
should be delegated to
other capable people.
4. Low Importance/Low Urgency: This is busy work
that often takes too much
of our time. Maxwell
suggests stacking this
work up and doing it in
half-hour segments each
week, letting somebody
else do it, or simply not
doing it at all.
Dennis Bickers continues, “The key to doing this
successfully is
that you must be
the person who
decides which
category each
activity goes
in. When other
people approach
you with their
pet projects, they
always see those
projects as top
priority.
“Although
it may be a top
priority for them,
it may not be for
you. You must
determine that
for yourself.”
Congregations
with bivocational
pastors can assist
their pastors by
doing some of
the activities for
him and his family. I shall never
forget and will
always be grateful for a loving
and caring congregation who
did these things
for me during
my bivocational
ministry years.
Just as my
church cared for
me, you can care
for your pastor as
he seeks to spend

time with his family, at his
second job, with the church,
studying, praying, preaching,
visiting, leading, and so on.
Let me list a few of those
things done for us:
• Occasionally mowing
our lawn in the Summer
• Raking our leaves in the
fall
• Shoveling our snow in
the winter
• Washing my car (sometimes weekly)
• Washing the windows of
our home
• Watching our children
while my wife and I enjoyed a “date night”
• Fifth Sundays off
• Having us over for dinner
• Bringing dinner to
the house (some great
memories!)
• Taking us out to dinner
• The list goes on…
These are all things that
families do for themselves
and can also do for their
pastor and his family. I am
moved to tears as I recall the
expression of their care of us
and how it freed me up to do
other things and be a better
pastor.
These good deeds were
always such great blessings.
We were always encouraged
and their love lifted us to
times of great refreshing.
We cannot squeeze any
more time into a day, but
if you will do some of the
things that require your pastor’s time it will allow him to
use that “freed-up time” for
other things.
All of those things I listed
had to be done, but not by
me. Our people knew that
and loved me and my family
enough to say, “Pastor, I will
mow your lawn, let me wash
your car, we will bring your
dinner, or we will watch the
kids while you and Gale go
out for the evening.” Thank
you Raisinville; I will always
love you too!!
You can make the life and
ministry of your pastor easier
and his ministry more effective. While doing so you will
enjoy the blessings of God
as you seek to serve the one
who strives
to serve
tentmaker 1320 you as a
Tentmaker
Tentmaker 1320 Today. 
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TALKING
POINTS
Kayre Stanley, II
@PastorKayre2
God’s plan for your life
is oftentimes hard to
understand, but His plan
is always for our benefit.
Robert Johnson II
@rjb_ii
People who tell others
how they have been
sinned against to punish
the person or elicit
pity know very little of
Calvary’s love.
Arthur Werry
@arthurwerry
It is not blindness if you
are choosing not to see.
Blindness is an inability,
not an unwillingness.
David Washington Jr.
@pastordwash
Awesome leadership
coaching training today
at Merriman Rd. Baptist
@SendDetroitMI w/
Pastor Wayne Parker &
Pastor Darryl Gaddy.
Jerome Taylor
@brojerome
May I never recover
from the amazing grace
I have received from
Christ. #FollowJesus
#GraceGospelGlory
Carlos Liese
@liese1000
A believer smuggles
Bibles into Somalia
hiding beneath decaying
corpses in coffins.
What are you risking to
share Christ with your
generation?
Dan Russell
@pastordanrussel
I need to accept that
some things only make
sense to God!

Missions News
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80,000-plus Bibles shipped to Cuba for churches
By Barbara Denman

represents a collaborative partnership
between IMB, LifeWay Christian
Stores, Florida Baptist Convention, Church by the Glades in Coral
Springs, Fla., and other individuals
and groups.
Last year, LifeWay customers
across the country donated funds to
purchase 144,000 Bibles for distribution in several Central American
and Caribbean countries. Of those

the project. Florida Baptists contributed $2,000 from the Maguire State
Mission Offering to purchase 600
leather-bound Bibles. Others provided funding for additional Bibles
and resources, as well as the cost of
shipment.
In the past, the Cuban government
required Bibles to be distributed to
all evangelical denominations in the
country. But this time 75 percent —

Cuba Baptist Convention and the
Santiago-based Eastern Cuba Baptist
Florida Baptist Convention
Convention, resulting in each group
MIAMI (BP) — Three 40-foot
receiving 32,000 Bibles.
containers packed with 83,723
With the Eastern Convention reSpanish-speaking Bibles to be disporting 29,063 professions of faith in
tributed among Baptist churches in
2014, Urbanek said the Bibles potenboth Western and Eastern Cuba are
tially will cover the new Christians
expected to arrive in Havana March
and only a few more. The eastern
25.
churches also will endure a logistical
The shipment, slated to leave
challenge getting the books across
South Florida during the
the rough Cuban terrain to
week of March 15, is the
Santiago, about an 18-hour
third Southern Baptists have
drive from Havana.
sent to the island nation since
Urbanek reported the
1999. This latest effort brings
Eastern Convention added
the total number of Bibles
1,300 new house churches
sent to nearly half a million,
and missions in recent years.
said Kurt Urbanek, IMB
“The growth is so incredstrategy leader for Cuba since
ible, that’s why Bibles are so
1997.
important,” he said, noting
However, this represents
Western Cuba churches have
the first time Bibles were
expanded likewise.
shipped directly from the
The shipment also inUnited States. The extensive
cludes Bible commentaries,
process of seeking permission
study Bibles and giant-print
from the Cuban government
Bibles for the visually imto ship Bibles required a great
paired.
deal of negotiation with govFlorida Baptists, who have
ernment officials and the Cuan 18-year partnership with
ban Bible Society, Urbanek
Cuba Baptists, have particiexplained. Clearance for this
pated in other shipments of
effort was given late 2014.
Bibles to Cuba, said John
“We are grateful the
Holloway, team strategist
Cuban government opened
with the Convention’s Partthe doors for the Bibles,”
nership Missions.
Urbanek said.
He asked Southern BapThree 40-foot containers packed with 83,723 Spanish-speaking Bibles to be
In 1992 the Cuban govtists to pray for “unhindered
distributed among Baptist churches in both Western and Eastern Cuba are
ernment officially changed its
delivery; no problems at
expected to arrive in Havana March 25. While worshippers at Calvary Baptist
customs in Cuba; immediate
status from an atheistic to a
Church in Havana proudly hold up their Bibles in this file photo, an IMB
distribution; and the salvation
secular society, helping pave
missionary says many more are needed. (Photo by Wilson Hunter/IMB)
of many.”
the way for the Bible distriBarbara Denman is
bution.
Bibles, 60,000 were designated for
or 64,000 — of the Bibles will be al- director of communications for the
The shipment of the Bibles and
Bible resources, coordinated by IMB, Cuba. IMB provided $100,000 for
located to the Havana-based Western Florida Baptist Convention. 

WorldCrafts adds new artisan groups and products
By WMU Communications

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — WorldCrafts has partnered with impoverished artisans from Guatemala to
New York to China to offer 25 new
products this spring. They are among
more than 150 products featured
in the spring/summer catalog that
released March 1.
“Adding new WorldCrafts products is so exciting when you know
each one represents lives changed
by the opportunity to earn an income
with dignity and to hear the offer of
everlasting life,” said Emily Swader,
WorldCrafts representative.
WorldCrafts is also pleased to
announce partnerships with two new
artisan groups: More than Sparrows
in Rwanda, and Graffiti 2 Works in
South Bronx, N.Y.
More than Sparrows, an artisan
group in Kigali, Rwanda, uses a

holistic approach to break impoverished women from the bonds of sex
trafficking. The group strives to address all parts of these women’s lives,
including their social, economic,
physical, and spiritual needs. More
Than Sparrows provides an opportunity for women to have some kind
of income by making craft items, to
help them leave a life of prostitution
and continue to support themselves
and their families. In addition to craft
training, the women meet weekly
to participate in lessons in spiritual
matters, literacy, small business planning, parenting, and health. Earning
an income by making handmade
crafts helps to restore these women’s
dignity and self-esteem, which paves
the way to breaking the cycle of
poverty. The artisans at More Than
Sparrows make the new African Pennant Banner (H154155, $19.99).

Graffiti 2 Works in the South
Bronx of New York coaches adults
in developing the physical, mental,
emotional, social and spiritual skills
necessary for each individual to
become the best he or she is capable
of becoming. Program components
include life skills, career connections
and job incentives.
“Graffiti 2’s artisan group is very
different from typical WorldCrafts
artisan groups,” explained Kerri
Johnson, NAMB missionary and
president of New York WMU. “Our
group started with WorldCrafts to
help create jobs for participants in
our Christian Women’s Job Corps/
Christian Men’s Job Corps and also
in our community. This not only
teaches them a vocation but supplies
them with income and helps build
their self-esteem.”
Johnson shared one example of

how WorldCrafts opened a door for
a mother of a child in Graffiti 2’s
afterschool program.
“She already had great sewing
skills and was in need of a job,”
Johnson recalled. “I was in need of
a great leader in the sewing room.
God supplied a great partnership
for us. As we are able to make more
products for WorldCrafts and even
sell items in other venues, she will
be able to move toward more of a
supervisory position.”
Currently the group has four artisans who are taking classes with the
goal of receiving their GED. These
artisans make the new Haven Pot
Holder (H154162, $19.99).
Visit WorldCrafts.org to learn
more about artisan groups, download
the new catalog, see ideas for party
themes, or to shop. To order a free
catalog, call 1-800-968-7301. 

Missions News

April 2015

7

Displaced Nigerians ‘not alone,’ exec says
By Diana Chandler

collectively. And where it is possible outside the
Boko Haram place to meet, they are meeting.”
Christians who are not strong in their faith are
easily sidelined by the terrorists who seek to drive
out Christianity from the country and establish
strict Islamic law.
“This is a difficult time in their Christian

Christians and nominal Muslims in Nigeria since
2009, according to some counts. In a video posted
Baptist Press
online March 7, a man believed to be Boko Haram
caliph Abubakar Shekau pledged allegiance and
IBADAN, Nigeria (BP) — Nominal Christiobedience to ISIS.
anity fueled by a lack of discipleship is a major
The All Africa Baptist Fellowship has received
obstacle in standing against Boko Haram’s perlists from the Nigeria Baptist Convention detailsecution of believers in Nigeria, a leader of more
ing Boko Haram destruction among
than 10 million Baptists in Africa told
church memberships in the area.
Baptist Press.
Although the lists are not exhausA mother and child inside the
tive, they give faces to the victims of
Happy Home refugee camp in Lagos.
violence often reduced to numerical
Sahara TV screen capture
estimates in news reports.
Yet, Baptists in Nigeria still manRepresentative of the thousands
age to teach the Gospel at refugee
included on the lists: Mrs. Esther J.
camps and other locations where 1.5
Ahidjo: father killed; Joseph Jingi,
million have been displaced by Boko
killed; Hauwa Tizhe, husband killed;
Haram violence, said Durosinjesu
Rev. Ezra I. Chitang, house and office
Ayanrinola, general secretary of the
looted; Hajara Ibrahim, brother killed;
All Africa Baptist Fellowship of 62
Andrew Ngargwa, farm destroyed;
unions and conventions from 33 AfriFirst Jerusalem Baptist Church, farm
can countries.
destroyed, members raped and scat“The issue of nominalism is nothtered. The needs of survivors are
ing more or nothing less than lack of
comprehensive, including financial rediscipleship, when Christians are not
sources, food and supplies in refugee
discipled; so you have a case where
A mother and child inside the Happy Home refugee camp in Lagos. camps, Ayanrinola said.
they will not grow their relationship
“There is need even to get some
(Sahara TV screen capture)
with Jesus,” Ayanrinola said. “We
money to help build the schools that
discovered that even though many
journey. Some of them came out from idolatry and are destroyed. In the Nigeria Baptist Convention,
attend church, the issue of discipleship is the case.
because of this attack on their faith, some of them
I know that the president said in order for students
Not many have gone through what it means to be
are saying ‘Where is the God that we’ve heard can in the Boko Haram [affected areas] to continue
Christian. Not many can stand on their own. They
save us in difficult times like this?’” Ayanrinola
with their education, they have moved them to ango to church, but they don’t have that in-depth
said. “So you have some of them going back, who
other state that is free [of Boko Haram],” he said.
relationship that can make them to stand [during]
are not strong, going back to their idolatry, espe“So they are going to school in another state which
the difficult times like this.”
cially for protection.”
is free, and they are allowing these students to go
Ayanrinola spoke to BP while in the United
Boko
Haram
has
intensified
attacks
in
northto school [at no cost].”
States in March, when he greeted worshippers at
eastern
Nigeria
since
President
Goodluck
Jonathan
Southern Baptists can help by praying for the
First Baptist Church in Nashville and visited his
imposed a state of emergency in the region in May specific needs persecuted Christians face in Nigealma mater, Southern Baptist Theological Semi2013, and at one point had captured territories
ria and elsewhere in Africa, Ayanrinola said.
nary in Louisville, Ky.
totaling more than 20,000 square miles, establish“So we need to pray that the Lord Himself will
“But the good thing is that during this time,
ing Islamic caliphates under Boko Haram rule. The encounter His people in a new way that their faith
there are people who are ministering today, even
will continue to grow. We need to pray for boldviolence forced Nigeria to delay Feb. 14 national
in their refugee camps, to assure them of God’s
ness because what Islamic agenda is, is to create
elections until March 28.
presence, to assure them that they are not alone,”
fear in the hearts of Christians so that on Sundays
Security forces in neighboring Chad and CamAyanrinola said. “It’s just like when the Israelites
they may not be able to go out and worship, and
eroon, where refugees have fled, have joined with
were in exile and God is raising up prophets to
they are achieving that,” he said. “It takes the grace
Nigeria military in pushing back the terrorists in
minister to them. I believe that even during these
of God for the committed ones who are even ready
some areas, including the towns of Yobe, Adawadifficult times, there are some pastors who have
to die for their faith, to go out on Sunday. So let’s
ma
and
Bama,
Nigerian
national
security
spokesseen it as a ministry, even to minister to these disperson Mike Omeri said in news reports.
placed people, to pray for them, to comfort them,
to assure them. They go to them one by one and
Boko Haram has killed more than 13,000
See Nigeria on page 13

Once a fishing guide, now a CP-committed pastor
By Karen L. Willoughby
Baptist Press

EDITOR’S NOTE: Cooperative
Program Sunday is April 12 in the
Southern Baptist Convention.
WATER VALLEY, Ky. (BP) —
Jimmy Brown trusts the Lord whenever he goes fishing, whether the
fishing hole is filled with lake water
or the silt of an undredged life.
“I had never realized the similarities between fishing, soul-winning
and pastoring,” said Brown, a former
professional fishing guide on Kentucky Lake who has been pastor of
Pilot Oak Baptist Church in western
Kentucky since 2007.
Fishing may be fun but it’s also
“hard work ... work you have to be
persistent at,” he said.

Brown, who often speaks on
fishing at outdoorsmen’s events and
pastors’ conferences, has come to see
numerous parallels between fishing
for fish and fishing for people.

Evangelism, discipleship, and
missions

Pilot Oak, a rural church that averages about 100 in Sunday morning
worship, baptized 13 people in 2013,
and 18 the year before that, although
the baptism total for 2014 was a bit
lower.
“We have to take time to disciple
those we win,” Brown said. “A lot of
people like to fish, but don’t want to
clean them.” Similarly, he said, “If I
reach people but don’t disciple them,
what have I accomplished? When
we win someone to the Lord, that’s
when the hard work begins. We need

to get them established in the faith so
they become productive, reproducing
Christians.”
Brown also challenged Graves
County Baptist Association, of
which Pilot Oak Baptist is a part, to
greater missions efforts. Since Brown
became captain of the association’s
missions and ministry team last year,
they’ve gone on the first associational
mission trip that he’s aware of.
“I began to talk it up, and last year
we went to Muskogee, Okla.,” Brown
said. “We did construction and a VBS
at the Murrow Children’s Home, led
a backyard Bible club, surveyed for
one church, and painted for another
church,” he said. The team also did
cleaning and organizational work at
Bacone College, a liberal arts college
originally established by the American Baptist Home Mission Society in

1880 to provide Christian education
for Native Americans.
“The more involved we get in
doing missions,” Brown said, “the
stronger our churches here will become.”

Biblical stewardship

For several years prior to his
arrival, Pilot Oak had reduced its
Cooperative Program missions giving
to $1,000 per year. Brown began reminding the church that the Cooperative Program is how Southern Baptist
churches work together to fulfill the
Great Commission through their state
conventions, across North America
and around the world. The money
they give to missions through the Cooperative Program, he noted, extends
See Fishing Guide on page 9
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Platt unveils ‘reset’ of IMB strategy, structure
By Anne Harman

consolidates the current offices of
personnel, logistics and finance
into one team. Trustees affirmed

in one of these areas. The current
Office of Prayer, led by Gordon
Fort, will be “infused across this

strategy or a simplified structure, we
need the power of God to do what
Baptist Press
only He can do.
“This is why I am calling
HOUSTON (BP) — Intereveryone across our IMB famnational Mission Board Presiily — from trustees to persondent David Platt proposed
nel or otherwise — to fast and
streamlining the mission
pray, because only God can
agency’s strategy and strucdo this work.... Let’s get down
ture — in keeping with his
on our knees, then get up from
desire for IMB to exalt Christ
our knees and do whatever
and work more effectively toit takes, no matter what that
ward accomplishing the Great
means, to set the sails for God
Commission — during IMB’s
to empower limitless misFeb. 24-25 trustee meeting in
sionary teams who are makHouston.
ing disciples and multiplying
Trustees unanimously
churches among unreached
voted to approve the plan.
people for the glory of His
“We want to empower
name.”
limitless missionary teams to
The impending changes
make disciples and multiply
are not about IMB employchurches among unreached
ees or trustees in specific
people,” Platt said. “We need
roles, but about the billions
a strategy that doesn’t cap
of people who die without a
our number of missionaries
relationship with Jesus Christ,
merely based upon how much
Steverson noted during his
money we have.”
finance report.
Platt noted the IMB operIMB President David Platt addresses the agency’s trustees with a proposal “to
“I’m confident that my
ated “in the red” last year,
reset
our
strategy
and
realign
our
structure
so
that
as
we
ask
the
Lord
of
the
colleagues
on staff and our
with the agency’s operating
harvest
to
send
out
workers
into
His
field,
we
will
be
ready
when
He
does.”
missionaries
around the world
expenses exceeding income
Trustees
unanimously
approved
the
proposal
during
their
Feb.
24-25
meeting
in
are
also
single-mindedly
foby nearly $21 million.
Houston.
(Photo
by
Chris
Carter/IMB)
cused
on
this
reality:
We
must
“Right now our funnel
find ways to get the Gospel to
is really small ... such that
more and more people,” Steverson
we’re turning people away,” Platt
the search for a person to lead
entire strategy,” Platt said. Fort,
said. “Any change that facilitates that
said. “And what I’m saying, what
the newly formed operations and
who has served as senior vice
reality and moves us forward in our
we know, is that we need to blow
finance work. Randy Pegues,
president of prayer mobilization
task is something we must do. I’m
open this funnel and create as many
vice president of global logisand training, will work alongside
committed to doing all that I can,
pathways as possible for Christians
tics support; Tom Williams, vice
Platt and Traeger to help fuel the
in whatever small way, to make it a
and churches to get the Gospel to
president of global personnel; and
overall strategy with a focus on
reality that there is a multitude from
unreached people.”
David Steverson, vice president
relating to key IMB partners and
every language, people, tribe and
IMB must creatively consider
of finance; will step out of their
constituents.
nation knowing and worshipping the
how to leverage the avenues God
current positions and into other
Clyde Meador, executive adviLord Jesus Christ. May it be so for all
has given for limitless men, women
assignments to be determined in
sor to the president, noted IMB has
of us.”
and families to join together on misthe days ahead. “In the meantime, gone through many minor and major
sionary teams to make disciples and
Other business
they will continue to function in
“resets” in its history to adjust to
multiply churches among unreached
• During the meeting, IMB trustees
their current roles,” Platt said, and changing needs. Each “recalibration”
people groups, Platt said. Since his
also appointed 25 new missionSteverson will continue his chief
of the organization “has been used by
election in August 2014, Platt has
aries to serve around the world,
financial officer responsibility.
God” to advance His church, Meador
stated his five biblically based desires
joining a total missionary force of
• Mobilization, which “re-envisaid. While changes can be difficult
for IMB are to exalt Christ, mobilize
approximately 4,800. The missions” the current Church and
and painful, they are necessary for
Christians, equip the church, facilisionaries were commissioned
Partner Services team to more efthe survival of any organization, he
tate church planting and play its part
during an appointment service
fectively mobilize Christians and
added.
in completing the Great Commission.
at Sagemont Baptist Church of
churches for global mission, to be
Platt said the changes are intended
As a result of these desires, Platt
Houston on Feb. 25.
led by a to-be-named vice presito be reproducible through the IMB’s
recommended to IMB trustees a
• Steverson, IMB’s chief financial
dent of mobilization. Ken Winnational partners around the world:
“reset” of the agency’s strategy, and
officer, presented a report on the
ter, vice president of church and
making disciples among unreached
realignment of its structure, to focus
reallocation of funds as approved
partner services, plans to return to people and seeing churches estabon five main areas:
by the finance committee. While
work in a local church.
lished, then seeing those churches,
• Global Training, led by Zane
personnel expenses were below
• Strategy, which overarches all the in turn, send Christians to unreached
Pratt, who was named vice presibudget in the past year, Steverson
areas with a “relentless” focus
people, training them and supporting
dent of global training during the
noted income also fell below budto unify IMB culture. As a rethem as they engage the world with
November 2014 trustee meeting.
get. Property sales of $75 million
sult, the current Office of Global
the Gospel.
• Global Engagement, which entails
have been used in recent years to
Strategic Mobilization, currently
“We want to fuel movement like
work formerly called “global
overcome budget shortfalls.
led by Scott Holste, will fold into
this all over the world!” Platt said.
strategy,” to be led by John Brady.
• The next IMB trustee meeting
the new strategy in various ways.
“But let me be clear. Strategy and
Trustees elected Brady, current
is May 12-13 in Louisville, Ky.
Some areas will move under
structure are not the ultimate answer
vice president for global strategy,
The next missionary appointment
Global Engagement; other areas
to seeing Christians and churches
as vice president of global enservice is May 13 at Highview
will report directly to Platt and
engaging unreached people with the
gagement.
Baptist Church in Louisville.
Sebastian Traeger, IMB executive Gospel.... What that means is that
vice president. Holste will work
more than we need a streamlined
• Operations and Finance, which
Anne Harman is an IMB writer. 

What’s happening at your church? Let us know!
Email us at beacon@bscm.org
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A heart for Mormon-heavy Utah
By Jim Burton

said. “I just lost it, started crying like
a baby.”

in them. So I didn’t want to do it for
the sake of doing it.”
Kerns attended nearby North
Greenville University where its
then-president, Jimmy Epting, had
a big influence on him. He enrolled
as a business major, but that soon
changed.
“In my freshman year of college,

“Utah is 70 percent LDS,” Kerns
said. “LDS members run the state
government. The majority of judges,
police officers, firefighters, lawyers,
real estate agents and bankers are
LDS. Almost everyone here is LDS.”
When Kerns moved into a home
with his wife Staci and their son, the
neighbors already knew it was the
“NAMB” house.
“They knew right away
we weren’t Mormon,” Kerns
said. For one thing, “we
didn’t show up at the meeting
house on Sunday.”
Mormons attend meeting
house meetings (comparable
to church services) based
upon their residence. Between
Logan and Provo, Kerns estimates there are nearly 4,200
meeting houses or halls.
“It’s so Mormon here,
many have never met or heard
from anybody who is not
Mormon,” Kerns said.

the pastor said. “They’re beginning
to catch on about being Kingdomfocused.”

“You’ve got to be willing to do
whatever it takes to earn the right to
tell them about Jesus,” Brown said.
Just like in fishing, “it takes time,
effort, energy ... [but] when you do it
like the Lord wants you to do it, it’s
not hard....
“You’ve got to go out with the
intention that we’re going to have
fun; we’re going to fish all day, and
at some time during the day we’re
going to catch fish,” he said. “So just
relax, fish, and enjoy it. God is going
to give you fruits for your labor.”
Karen L. Willoughby is a writer
based in Mapleton, Utah. This article
first appeared in SBC LIFE (www.
sbclife.net), journal of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Executive Committee. 

Baptist Press
Southern Baptist roots
MIAMI (BP) — HERRIMAN,
Kerns grew up in Greenville,
Utah (BP) — You’ve looked out the
S.C.,
where his family attended First
front window and seen them comBaptist
Church Taylors. He’s the
ing. Two young males wearing white
product of missions education, havshirts and black ties are riding bikes
ing been a Royal Ambassador.
in the neighborhood. When they
knock on your door, what do
you do?
North American Mission
Board missionary Travis
Kerns would encourage you
to do what he has learned to
do — to love them. Kerns’
love for Mormons has grown
to the point that he now lives
35 miles from downtown Salt
Lake City, serving as city
missionary for NAMB’s Send
North America church planting initiative.
Kerns has something most
Southern Baptists don’t have,
a Ph.D. in applied apologetics with a focus on MormonChurch planting challenge
ism from Southern Baptist
Southern Baptists are the
Theological Seminary. During
largest Protestant denominahis undergraduate studies in
tion in Utah, but most Protes1996, he had a class on new
tant churches run between 50
religious movements, and
and 100 people.
Mormonism was the first they
“The hardest part about
Travis Kerns (standing), a missionary in Salt Lake City, meets with (from left) Phil
studied.
any
Christian church [in
and Ashley Smith, Staci Kerns and Kristen Helton as his son Jeremiah plays.
“It took hold of my heart,”
Utah]
is that the average tenThe Smiths moved from Texas to help lead worship and serve with the church
Kerns said of the Church of
ure
for
pastors is 14 months,”
planting launch team for Lifestone Church in the city. Helton is working with
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Kerns
said.
One key to sucSaints. “In school, every paper Lifestone as well. Kerns serves as city missionary for Send North America in the
cess,
he
believes,
is to keep
I wrote was geared toward
Utah capital, Salt Lake City. (Photo by John Swain/NAMB)
showing up.
Mormonism.”
As city missionary for
When he began teach“I was Baptist born and Baptist
Send North America: Salt Lake City,
something in me just clicked, and I
ing at Southern Seminary in 2007,
bred and when I die I’ll be Baptist
one of 32 Send North America cities,
fell in love with the New Testament,
Kerns started taking students to Salt
dead,” Kerns said.
Kerns oversees church plants in the
Jesus and people in the church,”
Lake City. On the flight home after
His dad led him to Christ in their
metropolitan area.
Kerns said.
his sixth trip there in 2012, Kerns
home when he was 9 years old.
“The Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist
Being Southern Baptist in upstate
saw fires on the mountains. As he
“I
wasn’t
baptized
until
I
was
14,”
Convention
has a goal that by 2020
South Carolina had its advantages,
watched smoke filling the Salt Lake
they
want
to
double the number of
Kerns
said,
as
his
pastor
wanted
him
as there were many relationships and
Valley during the plane’s ascent, it
churches”
in
the two-state convento
be
sure
of
his
decision.
“I
saw
a
lot
connections. That same dynamic is
became a fresh vision.
of my friends walk the aisle and get
true for Latter-day Saints, or Mor“What it said to me was that this
city is on fire and burning,” Kerns
baptized and nothing really changed
mons, in Salt Lake City.
See Utah on page 12

Fishing Guide

Pilot Oak’s reach far beyond what the
church could do on its own.
“The first meeting I had with the
finance committee, I asked them if
they thought people should tithe, and
they all said yes,” Brown recounted.
“Then I asked them, ‘Do you not
think your church should tithe?’”
As the church prepared its 2009
budget, Brown led them to dedicate 3
percent of their undesignated offerings through the Cooperative Program, 2 percent to the Graves County
Baptist Association and 5 percent
for local benevolence to minister to
people in our community whether
they’re members or not,” Brown said.
The CP percentage has increased
a bit each year. Pilot Oak gave
$1,000 in 2008. Five years later — in
2013 — it gave $13,744 through CP
and $22,257 in total Great Com-

from page 9

mission Giving, according to the
church’s Annual Church Profile report. Brown reported the church gave
19.5 percent of its income to some
type of cooperative ministry in 2014
and has raised its 2015 CP budget
projection to 5.5 percent of undesignated receipts.
Members also began giving generously to Southern Baptists’ seasonal missions offerings. Last year
the church received a congratulatory
letter from Kevin Ezell, president of
the North American Mission Board.
“We were the top per capita giving church for the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering in the entire Southern
Baptist Convention,” Brown said.
“We read it over and over and, yep,
that’s what it says.
“I told [the church], ‘You are to
be commended, but don’t stop,’”

Local ministry

Last year, Pilot Oak bought a tool
trailer to do construction missions,
and has become known in its community as “the church that cares”
because of its commitment to meeting local needs — whether it may be
an unpaid electric bill, the need for a
handicap ramp into someone’s house
or some other pressing need.
By identifying with the residents
of its rural farming community and
being ready to help, members of
Pilot Oak have become alert to seeing where God is at work and joining Him, Brown said, citing Henry
Blackaby’s principle from “Experiencing God.”
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First-Person: 10 burdens about the SBC
SPRINGDALE,
Ark. (BP) — When
I began serving as
president of the
Southern Baptist
Convention, I also
began working
daily on listening
Ronnie Floyd
to people and their
President, SBC
concerns about our
convention. One of
the ways I’ve accomplished this is through meetings
with pastors and leaders as I’ve traveled. I also have called on others for
open and honest dialogue about our
present status and future together.
Through these gatherings and
conversations, we have worked
diligently to create a specific list
of 10 burdens that we keep hearing
from our people about the Southern
Baptist Convention. We have not just
listened, contemplated and discussed
these things endlessly, but we have
worked to take actions relating to
these things.
Today, I want to give a progress
report from the past five months. The
Southern Baptist Convention is a
very large, complex ministry network. Things take time, but I thought
it would be wise to share the progress
I feel we have made.
I am listing these things not by
order of priority, but as a matter of
reference for each of us. I hope this
will encourage you and perhaps give
you some things to pray about.

1. Revival and Great Awakening
— A heart and growing desperation for a great move of God in
this generation.

This desperation for the next great
move of God continues to grow. You
can review my writings over the
past several months and discover the
consistent call for each of us to pray
for this next great move of God. We
know we cannot fix ourselves and
God alone is our hope.
In the fall, I released an e-book
titled “Pleading with Southern Baptists.” This 10-12-minute read can
be downloaded at pray4awakening.
com or amazon.com. I would encourage you to read and share it with the
world. God is using this to move us
toward clear agreement, visible union
and extraordinary prayer.

2. Unity and cooperation absolutely must happen across the
Southern Baptist Convention in
order for us to realize the future
God has for us.

In having conversations with
people via conference calls and various meetings, I am convinced when
we talk to each other we will not be
prone to talk about each other. This
also permits us to talk openly and
honestly about our future together.
We have been diligent to call for
unity and cooperation — values that
can be threatened by a spirit of independence. I am convinced our future
is tied to our commitment to unity
and cooperation.

3. The Cooperative Program is
needed and valuable. Therefore,
we need to discover ways to help
all generations understand its
importance for what we do today

and for our future.

The great news is that our leadership is highly committed to the
future of the Cooperative Program.
Unquestionably, our leaders value the
Cooperative Program and see its need
in the future of Baptist life.
While our seminaries are working
hard to bring along the next generation, our mission boards are telling
the story of God’s work around the
world.
I have met with our leaders, working diligently to bring all of us together for the future financial support
of all our Southern Baptist work. We
will continue to call on our churches
to give more, but also elevate the
importance of both of our major mission offerings. There is more about
all this to come, so stay tuned.

4. The Great Commission — We
need to remember what we are
about: reaching America and the
world for Jesus Christ.

As we have elevated and reminded ourselves, this single commitment that brought us together in
1845 is the same thing that keeps us
together in 2015. Southern Baptists
have stated again and again our grand
commitment to the Great Commission.
Our problem is not our path, but
we must find a way to accelerate our
pace. In this urgent hour, we must
find a way to give all we have and all
we are to the fulfillment to the Great
Commission.

5. Change the annual meeting of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Our Order of Business Committee and the leaders of our Executive
Committee have worked diligently
and faithfully with me to change the
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. Pleas read SBC LIFE
to take a look at the highlights of the
2015 Southern Baptist Convention,
June 16-17 in Columbus, Ohio.

6. Communication — Tell the
compelling story of who we are
and what we are about.

In this month’s edition of SBC
LIFE, you can understand more of
what God is doing through our own
ministries. Additionally, you can hear
more about our story in my recent
presentation at the SBC Executive
Committee meeting.
When you come to the 2015
Southern Baptist Convention, you
will see our commitment to tell the
great story we have as Southern
Baptists.

7. Better engagement of the
younger generation in the Southern Baptist Convention.
Recent statistics have confirmed
what we felt was happening when
we found that nearly 25 percent of
the SBC messengers from last year
were under 40 years of age. I would
urge you to take the time to read an
article from our friend Trevin Wax,
“3 Reasons I’m looking forward to
the SBC this year.” It will encourage
you. Come to Columbus!

8. Duplication — Address structural challenges in the Southern
See Ten Burdens on page 11

New bill defends faith-based adoption agencies
By Kiley Crossland

WORLD News Service
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP) — Legislation
introduced in Congress earlier this month would
prohibit government discrimination against faithbased adoption and foster care organizations that
are not willing to place children with same-sex
couples.
The Child Welfare Provider Inclusion Act,
sponsored by Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., and Rep.
Mike Kelly, R-Pa., was re-introduced on March 4.
Enzi and Kelly submitted the same bill last year,
but it never made it out of committee. The act
would ensure state-licensed child welfare providers are allowed to operate while also holding to
religious and moral convictions on homosexuality
and family structure.
“This commonsense bill simply ensures that
these child welfare providers can keep doing what
they do best and are treated the same as the rest,”
Kelly said. “When it comes to helping kids and
making families stronger, all service providers —
religious or otherwise — should have a seat at the
table. … No provider should ever have to forfeit
their First Amendment rights in order to create a
better life for a child.”
In four states — California, Illinois, Massachu-

setts and the District of Columbia — faith-based
adoption and foster care providers have been
forced to stop providing services because they
refused to place children with same-sex couples.
Boston Catholic Charities, a 100-year-old organization that had placed more children in permanent
adoptive homes than any other state-licensed
agency, was forced to end its foster care and adoption programs in 2006. Since then, a number of
other faith-based providers, including D.C. Catholic Charities, Catholic Charities of Illinois, and Illinois’ Evangelical Child and Family Agency, have
been forced to transfer adoption and foster care
programs to other providers.
“In the name of tolerance, we’re not being tolerated,” Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki of the Diocese
of Springfield, Ill., told The New York Times.
Opponents argue the bill does the opposite of
what it claims. “In truth, the bill’s name is deceptive,” Rich Valenza, founder and CEO of RaiseAChild.US, wrote in an editorial at the Huffington
Post. “It is about exclusion, not inclusion. It is
designed to allow religious foster and adoption
agencies to deny services to all ‘nontraditional’
prospective parents.”
But the bill’s sponsors and supporters argue the
measure would not exclude anyone. Any couple,
regardless of their sexual orientation, can apply to

adopt with an agency in their state.

“Protecting religious liberty in this instance
takes nothing away from anyone,” The Heritage
Foundation’s Sara Torre and Ryan T. Anderson
wrote. “Couples who do not wish to work with
faith-based agencies because of a difference of
belief are free to work with another private provider or directly with the state offering foster care
services. A diversity of providers only increases
the chances more children will end up in permanent, loving families.”
About 400,000 children spend time in the foster
care system each year. Of those, roughly 100,000
are eligible and waiting to be adopted, according to
the U.S. Children’s Bureau.
Support for same-sex adoption is on the rise,
according to a May 2014 Gallup survey. When
asked if same-sex couples should have the legal
right to adopt a child, 63 percent of those surveyed
said yes, up from 46 percent in 2007. A smaller
number, 55 percent, expressed support for samesex marriage.
Kiley Crossland is a writer for WORLD News
Service. This article is reprinted from Baptist
Press, news service of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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LifeWay pulls ‘heaven visitation resources’
By David Roach

Baptist Press
NASHVILLE (BP) — LifeWay
Christian Resources has stopped
selling all “experiential testimonies
about heaven” following consideration of a 2014 Southern Baptist
Convention resolution on “the sufficiency of Scripture regarding the
afterlife.”
LifeWay told Baptist Press about
its decision to halt sales of heaven
visitation resources today (March
24) in response to an inquiry about
the book “90 Minutes in Heaven” by
Don Piper, which is being made into
a movie slated for release this fall.
The book recounts Piper’s supposed
experience of heaven following a
severe auto accident and has sold 6.5
million copies in 46 languages.
“Last summer, as we began
developing LifeWay’s new structure
and direction — what we’ve now
identified as One LifeWay — the role
of heaven visitation resources was
included in our considerations. We
decided these experiential testimonies about heaven would not be a part
of our new direction, so we stopped
re-ordering them for our stores last
summer,” LifeWay spokesman Marty
King told Baptist Press in written

Ten Burdens

Baptist Convention that permit
duplication of ministries, resulting in monies being spent that
should be spent elsewhere.

While this is an ongoing issue
in the convention, the convention’s
entities, state conventions and associations alone have to address it.
As pastors, we can request it be dealt
with, but it is up to the leaders of our
convention bodies to address it. Pray
for them as they do.

9. Diversity — Celebrating our
progress and continuing with
intentionality.

As president, I have the privilege

comments.
“Now that we’ve begun implementing the new direction, the remaining heaven visitation items have
been removed from our stores and
website and will not be replenished.
We have more work to do aligning
the LifeWay Retail Division with
LifeWay’s vision and core values so
we covet your prayers as we continue
to provide trustworthy Biblical Solutions for Life,” King said.
Though LifeWay “was not
mentioned in the SBC resolution
affirming the sufficiency of biblical
revelation and affirming the truth
about heaven and hell,” King told BP
in an interview, “the resolution was
approved overwhelmingly and was
considered during our process.”
The resolution, adopted by messengers to the SBC annual meeting in
June, warned Christians not to allow
“the numerous books and movies
purporting to explain or describe the
afterlife experience” to “become their
source and basis for an understanding
of the afterlife.”
The resolution did not list specific
book or movie titles, but it seemed to
describe works like “90 Minutes in
Heaven,” “The Boy Who Came Back
from Heaven” by Kevin and Alex
Malarkey and “Heaven Is for Real”

from page 10

and responsibility to appoint many
people for various committee positions. I have just completed two of
these major responsibilities and they
will be made public soon, but let me
tell you, right at 20 percent of our
appointments to the Committee on
Committees will be multi-ethnic.
This will be incredible for our future.
You may already be aware, but about
20 percent of our 50,000 churches
and congregations are multi-ethnic
churches.
Additionally on this same committee, I am appointing twice the
number of women than a year ago.
There is so much to say about this
exciting future we have together, but
please know, we celebrate our prog-

by Todd Burpo along with its companion movie released last year by
Sony Pictures.
The resolution affirmed
“the sufficiency
of biblical revelation over subjective experiential explanations
to guide one’s
understanding of
the truth about
heaven and hell.”
In January,
LifeWay announced it would
stop selling
“The Boy Who
Came Back
from Heaven”
after coauthor
Alex Malarkey
admitted that
he lied about
having a vision
of heaven as a
6-year-old. (EDITOR’S NOTE:
This story appeared in the February
Baptist Beacon.) At the time, King
said LifeWay was “committed to
becoming even more proactive in the
next few months in evaluating the

resources we carry.”
Giving Films announced the
completion
of filming for
“90 Minutes in
Heaven” March
12. The movie
stars Hayden
Christensen of
“Star Wars” and
Kate Bosworth
of “Superman
Returns.” The
film also features
veteran actor
and former U.S.
Senator Fred
Thompson as
well as singers Michael
W. Smith and
Dwight Yoakam,
according to a
news release
from Giving
Films.
“I’m an
ordinary man
with an extraordinary story,” Piper
said according to the news release.
“I want people to see hope in their
challenges, to see that pain can come
with purpose.” 

ress and are being very intentional.

the next generation of leaders about
the huge need we have in our legacy
churches.
In conclusion, I hope this progress report has helped you see that
we have not just conducted meetings
without results. I believe in taking
action and leading us toward further
steps. Please join me in doing the
same not only in your prayer closet
but also with your leadership. It will
take all of us, so let’s come together
like never before and do it for God’s
glory.
Our future is great. Let’s experience it together.
This column first appeared at
Ronnie Floyd’s website, www.ronniefloyd.com. 

10. Legacy churches — Raise up a
generation of young men willing
to give their life to these kinds of
churches.

We are raising the flag high for
the need to see our established legacy
churches be pastored and led by the
next generation of leaders. While we
are very committed to church planting, we also love seeing our legacy
churches moving to great heights
in their future. Just two weeks ago,
I talked about a helpful way legacy
churches can become revitalized.
Additionally, I know many of our
leaders are very committed to remind

l CLASSIFIEDS l
Church Information Packets

are mailed to every staff member once per month and posted online. These contain
promotional posters, sign-up sheets, informational articles and more. Visit
www.MichiganBaptists.org for more information.

Did You Know?

You Can Submit your items for publication
to the Baptist Beacon by emailing beacon@bscm.org by the 20th of
each month for publication in the next month’s issue

Bi-vocational youth minister needed

Ferndale Bible Church, Ferndale, is searching for a bi-vocational youth pastor. The church
is looking for someone who loves God and His Word and who has compassion for teenagers and their families.
All applicants must pass a background check prior to being called to serve. For more information or to apply, call (248) 543-1136 or email revterrylsmith@yahoo.com.
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Measuring church planting success
By Kevin Ezell

North American Mission Board
ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP) — Recently the
North American Mission Board shared good news
that Southern Baptist church plants were up 5
percent in 2014. We still have a lot of catching up
to do because our church planting efforts lost pace
with population growth decades ago, but hopefully
last year’s increase will begin a new trend.
In addition to starting more churches, we must
pay close attention to the health of these new congregations. Do they have staying power? Are they
reaching people for Christ? Do they give to missions causes? In short, are they having an impact?
We cannot and will not sacrifice quality for the
sake of quantity.
At NAMB we started monitoring Southern
Baptist church plants much more carefully beginning with the Class of 2010. We are continuing to
improve this process, but we already know a lot
more than we did a few years ago.
As a reminder, the church planting class of
2010 started with 943 church plants. We pull our
data from the Annual Church Profile (ACP) so we

can make comparisons to the broader report that
includes all Southern Baptist churches. The most
recent ACP year for which these details are available is 2013, so that’s the data we are using.

Survival rate

Of the 943 churches planted in 2010, 757 are
still functioning and are identified in the 2013 ACP
database, resulting in a survival rate of 80 percent.

Membership

Churches planted in 2010 reported a 7 percent
growth in membership from 2012-2013. During
the same period, church membership throughout
the Southern Baptist Convention declined .86
percent.

Attendance

Worship attendance also continues to increase.
The 2010 church plants reported a 20 percent jump
in attendance for the reporting year, compared to a
2.21 percent drop across the SBC.

Baptisms

We plant churches so they can reach people for
Christ. The Class of 2010 reported one baptism for
every 13 members, a ratio of 1:13. Across the SBC

Utah

the ratio was 1:51.

Giving

The Class of 2010 continues to support missions with their offering dollars. These church
plants gave more than $3.3 million to missions
in 2013. That’s up 12 percent over the previous
reporting period. The giving includes the Cooperative Program, Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong
offerings.
The good news is not limited to the Class of
2010. Churches planted in 2011 are doing well
also. They have a two-year survival rate of 87
percent and saw membership rise 20 percent in the
most recent year. Attendance jumped 52 percent,
missions giving 47 percent and they had a baptism
ratio of 1:14.
These trends give us an encouraging snapshot
of how recent church plants are doing. If more established churches come alongside our plants, their
chances for success will increase greatly. Please
keep these church plants and their pastors in your
prayers. Many of them are ministering in difficult
areas and your prayers and offerings make a huge
difference. 
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tion, Kerns said. “That means

to our church plants to help

another 150 churches. We want

them reach people,” Kerns said.

to be one-third of that number,

“Without CP and AAEO, there

50 new churches by 2020.”

would be no Send North Ameri-

By 2014, there were 18 active

ca: Salt Lake City.

Southern Baptist church plants

“There’s been no shortage

through Send North America,

of resources when I’ve asked.

with 12 having started within

It’s because of the generosity of

the year. Kerns spends much of

Southern Baptists.”

his time mentoring the current

Kerns was close to tenure

church planters while recruit-

at Southern Seminary when he

ing and assessing future church

accepted the call to lead Send

planters. Utah County, which

North America: Salt Lake City.

Kerns calls the cultural capital

Through his research, Kerns has

of Mormonism and home of

built relationships with many

Brigham Young University, gar-

LDS leaders.

ners most of his attention.
The cultural challenges trans-

“In 18 years of doing this,
I’ve only seen two people

late into logistical challenges.

convert from Mormonism to

Whereas in most major cities

Christianity,” said Kerns, who

church plants can meet in public

notes that on average it takes

schools, that does not happen in

from two to seven years for most

Utah.

Mormons to convert, the major-

The new churches spend

ity being closer to seven years.

much money on rent, typi-

“Being around leaders of the

cally commercial space. The

LDS church to share my faith

Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-

with them drives everything that

ing (AAEO) and Cooperative

I do.”
Jim Burton writes for the

Program (CP) help new churches
meet those challenges.
“That money goes directly

North American Mission Board..
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•
•
...Anchor Community Church,
Grand Rapids will host their 9th
Annual Gluten Free Food Fair on
May 16? The event will be held at
the DeltaPlex Arena and Conference
Center in Grand Rapids from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm. This is a free event
offered as a ministry to the gluten
free community. Contact
foodfair@glutenfreegr.com for more
information.
...Larry Allen, pastor of Warren
Woods Baptist Church, Warren, and
Tim Steele, pastor of Cross Waves

Nigeria

from page 7

Church, Roseville, will be participating in The Bald Is Beautiful comedy tour? Five shows are scheduled
across Michigan, each starting at 7:00
pm and costing $10. Proceeds will
be used to help Cross Waves Church
start a weekly Spanish language
service. Tickets can be purchased at
BaldComedyTour.com.

- Upcoming Events -

•
•
•

To include stories about your church
in future “Did You Know” columns,
email beacon@bscm.org.

•

- Staff Updates -

•

pray that their faith in the Lord will increase. ... Let’s
pray for those workers among them who are helping
them to grow in the Lord, that they should not be terrified, that God Himself will protect them.”
Pray also for the salvation of Boko Haram insurgents, Ayanrinola asked.
“Let’s pray for the Boko Haram too. Like Paul
persecuting the church — and in a very dramatic way
— he became an instrument in the hand of the Lord.
Let us pray that the Damascus experience will also
happen among Boko Haram, that many of them will
come to encounter Christ,” he said.
The All Africa Baptist Fellowship has helped
persecuted Christians by raising funds and raising
awareness of Islamic insurgency. They are fighting
nominalism by encouraging Christians to faithfully
endure and training Christian leaders to write educational discipleship materials.
“What we are doing is to work with the country
where these Islamic fundamentalists are, one, to create awareness, because in some countries they even
know the agenda of the Muslims. We are creating
the awareness that they need to be very, very careful,
especially Christians,” Ayanrinola said. “What we
are doing is that we are also encouraging them to be
strong in their faith. We are fighting nominalism.”
Ayanrinola served as associate pastor at two
Southern Baptist churches in Kentucky before returning to Africa in 2000. He holds Master of Divinity
and Doctor of Missiology degrees from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.
“In my traveling around Africa, I have seen one
great deficiency. The study of God’s word is lacking, it is seriously lacking. In many churches, they
don’t have any literature. They don’t have something
to help them grow spiritually, no devotional materials, no Sunday School materials. It is something that
is dear to our hearts — no Sunday School materials
even to teach,” Ayanrinola said. “We have taken it
upon ourselves to see that in the next few years some
of our conventions in Africa will be writing their own
literature.”
Formed in 1982, the AABF is a regional arm of
the Baptist World Alliance.
Diana Chandler is general assignment writer/editor for Baptist Press. 

Staffan McCubbin is now worship leader at Eastgate Baptist,
Burton.
Dennis Lutz resigned as pastor of
First Baptist, Clio.
Alpine Village Baptist, Gaylord,
has called a new pastor.
April 11: Vacation Bible School
Institute (Merriman Road Baptist, Garden City)
May 1-2: Disaster Relief Unit
Training (Grace Church, Jackson)
May 2: Vacation Bible School
Institute (Bambi Lake, Roscommon)
May 8-9: Mission Adventure
Camp for RAs and Challengers
(Tecumseh Missionary Baptist
Church, Tecumseh)
May 29-30: Disaster Relief Unit

13

•
•
•
•
•

Training (Remedy Church, Kentwood)
June 12-13: Disaster Relief Unit
Training (Bambi Lake, Roscommon)
June 26-27: Disaster Relief Unit
Training (Abundant Life Church,
Kingsford)
July 6-10: Girls’ Mission Camp
for GAs and Acteens (Bambi
Lake, Roscommon)
July 10-11: Mom & Me Mission
Camp (Bambi Lake, Roscommon)
August 3-7: Mission Adventure
Camp for RAs and Challengers
(Bambi Lake, Roscommon)

Register for Michigan Baptist events
at register.bscm.org. To register for
Disaster Relief training, call Judy
Roy at (810) 223-2465.
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Cooperative Program Missions Giving

CP Designated
YTD CP
February February
2015
BAY ASSOCIATION			
BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH
56.37
0.00
101.17
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
252.52
55.75
679.62
CROSSWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
568.95
200.00
1,193.95
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
617.44
30.06
1,218.92
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
108.92
370.00
108.92
LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
300.00
337.00
300.00
NEW BEGINNINGS - HARRISON
151.15
169.72
151.15
NEW HOPE CHURCH
379.00
0.00
662.00
RIVERBEND BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
45.00
RIVERWALK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
SAGINAW VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
342.12
0.00
342.12
SANFORD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
7.07
0.00
18.86
SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH
11,250.00
0.00
11,250.00
Total:
14,033.54 1,162.53 16,071.71
			
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION			
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH LANSING
11.20
0.00
28.35
CEDAR STREET CHURCH
12,899.00
4,845.56
16,178.00
CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
54.86
0.00
109.72
DISCOVER LIFE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
443.65
FAITH FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
200.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - DEWITT
100.00
170.00
100.00
FIRST SPANISH AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
GOOD SHEPHERD BAPTIST CHURCH
1,129.35
300.00
1,129.35
GRACE CHURCH
4,603.42
2,301.69
6,878.72
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH - JACKSON
536.93
0.00
1,244.93
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANIC de ST. JOHNS
40.00
0.00
40.00
JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST CHURCH
24.20
0.00
35.60
KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH
300.00
0.00
450.00
NEW COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
239.33
NEW LIFE CHAPEL
72.50
0.00
72.50
PAGE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
19,871.46 7,617.25 27,150.15
			
GENESEE ASSOCIATION			
AINSWORTH BAPTIST CHURCH
551.04
0.00
1,191.54
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
154.00
0.00

BRAY ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
219.00
225.00
878.00
CORUNNA ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
208.53
0.00
429.17
DAVISON MEADOWS BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
100.00
EAGLE’S NEST BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
EASTGATE BAPTIST CHURCH
2,073.44
164.00
3,858.73
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - DURAND
0.00
0.00
0.00
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - CLIO
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - FLUSHING
210.00
0.00
210.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SWARTZ CREEK
0.00
0.00
3,148.94
GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HANMAUM INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00
0.00
200.00
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
95.00
75.00
178.00
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,362.00
556.00
2,706.00
LaFAMILIA MULTI-CULTURAL COMMUNITY CHURCH171.00 272.00
252.00
LIGHTHOUSE CHAPEL OF THE DEAF
53.00
0.00
115.00
LINCOLN PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW HAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NORTH END BAPTIST CHURCH
648.21
0.00
2,776.11
ONELIFE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
536.26
OPEN DOOR BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
50.00
OUTREACH BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
100.00
SHAWN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
225.00
THE FIELDHOUSE
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE OPEN DOOR BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE POTTER’S WHEEL
338.70
0.00
727.73
WESTSIDE CHURCH
866.00
160.00
1,775.00
Total:
7,045.92 1,606.00 19,457.48
			
GREATER DETROIT ASSOCIATION			
ANN ARBOR CHINESE CHRISTIAN
0.00
0.00
0.00
BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
BRIGHTER DAY BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
50.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
750.00
0.00
750.00
CANTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
200.00
0.00
400.00
CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
324.06
0.00
592.71
DEARBORN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH
238.45
0.00
434.90
DETROIT BAPTIST TEMPLE
0.00
0.00
0.00
EASTSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
537.88
EBER MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
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EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - TRENTON
849.83
0.00
1,524.97
FIRST SPANISH BAPTIST CHURCH
350.00
0.00
700.00
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
83.34
0.00
166.68
GREATER MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
15.00
0.00
15.00
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH0.00
0.00
50.00
LEGACY
0.00
0.00
126.35
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
MERRIMAN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
7,158.65 21,399.23
14,169.08
MIDDLEBELT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
MT. VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH
1,017.53
0.00
2,449.46
NEW TRUTH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
OAK PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
PALMER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
100.00
PHILIPPINE INT’L BAPTIST CHURCH - TAYLOR 0.00
0.00
0.00
PHILIPPINE INT`L BAPTIST CHURCH - WINDSOR100.00
0.00
100.00
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH - PLYMOUTH
0.00
0.00
630.00
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
25.00
0.00
50.00
SECOND LAOTIAN BAPTIST CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
0.00
SOUTHFIELD ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
TEMPLE OF FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE CITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
60.00
THE GATHERING
1,006.04
0.00
1,006.04
TRENTON MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 336.60
0.00
1,051.60
TRINITY CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
VICTORY FELLOWSHIP COMMUNNITY CHURCH 100.00
0.00
100.00
WOODHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
500.00
Total:
12,604.50 21,399.23 25,564.67
			
HURON ASSOCIATION			
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH ANN ARBOR
40.00
0.00
80.00
CONNECTIONS COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH1,511.57
0.00
3,080.31
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF SALINE 1,253.48
25.00
2,787.61
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GREEN OAK TWP 100.00
130.00
200.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SOUTH LYON
5,963.85
0.00
5,963.85
GRACEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
299.08
0.00
657.32
IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIVING WATER COMMUNITY CHURCH
200.00
0.00
600.00
NORTH PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH
1,018.71
0.00
1,722.67

ESTATE PLANNING FOR NEW PARENTS
You’ve thought of all the details in
preparing for the birth of your new
baby. The birth of a new child is a good
time to create or update an estate plan.
The Foundation helps hundreds of
families each year with their estate
plans, which allows parents to name a
legal guardian for their children.
The Foundation also has a legal fees
reimbursement plan if you want to
leave a gift in your estate plan to a
Southern Baptist Ministry.

Protect those you love.
810.714.1907 • www.BFoMI.org
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Cooperative Program Missions Giving

OAKWOOD CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
REACH CHURCH
0.00
0.00
200.00
VISION COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
YPSILANTI MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
240.00
Total:
10,386.69
155.00 15,531.76
			
LENDALE ASSOCIATION			
CLINTON BAPTIST CHURCH
194.69
240.00
411.60
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
225.00
0.00
225.00
FRONTIER BAPTIST CHURCH
113.98
50.00
214.07
HILLSDALE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,556.54
0.00
5,697.97
NEW DAY/NUEVO DIA BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
TECUMSEH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 548.41
877.00
548.41
THORNHILL BAPTIST CHURCH
57.46
0.00
93.00
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH - ADRIAN
0.00
0.00
200.00
Total:
2,696.08 1,167.00
7,390.05
			
MOTOR CITIES METRO ASSOCIATION			
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH
487.90
100.00
991.38
BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
350.00
0.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
532.00
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
COLUMBIA AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
349.50
20.00
1,446.13
CONGREGATION SHALOM
0.00
0.00
0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
540.00
0.00
540.00
CROSS WAVES CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CROSSINGS CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
DEQUINDRE ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
88.55
0.00
321.50
EVANGEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF TROY
100.00
0.00
200.00
FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH, SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - NEW BALTIMORE 2,442.00
0.00
5,661.66
FIRST HMONG BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST SPANISH-AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 300.00
0.00
600.00
FOREST PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GOLGOTHA ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HARRISON METRO CHURCH
276.87
0.00
721.87
HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH - SHELBY TOWNSHIP309.60
0.00
595.90
HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH - WATERFORD
38.00
0.00
38.00
HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH
373.87
0.00
850.92
HILTON OAKS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
823.55
HMONG AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
195.54
HMONG PONTIAC BAPTIST MISSION
0.00
0.00
0.00
KOREAN FIRST BAPTIST
0.00
0.00
0.00
KOREAN IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
KOREAN NEW LIFE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LAKEPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH
1,651.00
0.00
1,651.00
LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
1,459.13
0.00
3,099.15
LAPEER COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LEGACY CHURCH
1,556.59
871.00
3,480.85
LIFE OF PURPOSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LIFE RECOVERY CHURCH
51.00
0.00
51.00
MADISON HEIGHTS FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00
MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
3,377.13
MT. ZION MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NARROW PATH
0.00
0.00
200.45
NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW COVENANT CHURCH
176.45
0.00
879.26
NEW DAY HOUSE OF PRAISE - SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH - FRASER
200.00
0.00
200.00
NORTHFIELD HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
OAKLAND WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH
1,759.00
200.00
3,375.00
PATHWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
344.50
1,242.59
625.10
PHILIPPINE INT’L BAPTIST CHURCH - WARREN 0.00
0.00
0.00
REDEMPTION CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
100.00
SPRINGVIEW COMMUNITY CHURCH
100.00
0.00
12,814.87
ST. STEPHEN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
STORYTELLERS CHURCH
250.00
0.00
500.00
THE HILL CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE MASTERS BIBLE CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE SHEPHERD’S FOLD
50.00
0.00
50.00
TROY JAPANESE FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00
WARREN WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH
1,100.00
1,342.00
3,981.52
Total:
14,053.96 4,125.59 47,903.78
			
NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION			
AGAPE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
75.00
ANTRIM COMMUNITY CHURCH
89.22
0.00
189.60
CRYSTAL LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
265.59
EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
361.43
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - EMPIRE
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH - PELLSTON
75.00
0.00
150.00
LAKE CITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00

LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NORTHSHORE COMMUNITY CHURCH
50.00
0.00
50.00
REDISCOVER FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
0.00
SAFE HARBOR SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
THE ORCHARD CHURCH
547.91
0.00
1,014.34
Total:
762.13
361.43
1,744.53
			
PINES ASSOCIATION			
ALPINE VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
12.34
0.00
26.71
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - ATLANTA
0.00
0.00
0.00
FRESH START FELLOWSHIP OF OSCODA
0.00
0.00
157.43
GOODAR BIBLE CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
GRAYLING BAPTIST CHURCH
66.65
0.00
197.28
HUBBARD LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HURON BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LAKE ST. HELEN BAPTIST CHURCH
242.16
0.00
537.11
NEW HARVEST COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
ONAWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
200.00
PATHWAY SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
54.00
0.00
100.00
PIGEON RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
378.60
ROSCOMMON BAPTIST CHURCH
213.00
28.00
405.00
THE CONNECTION SBC
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
588.15
28.00
2,002.13
			
SOUTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION			
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CANAAN CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH OF HASTINGS 0.00
873.40
0.00
EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
314.44
0.00
314.44
FAITH BAPTIST - BATTLE CREEK
1,411.78
0.00
2,858.52
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - PORTAGE
71.98
0.00
71.98
GRACE FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
253.20
472.50
552.94
HARPER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
589.65
2,382.00
1,153.40
HIGHER GROUND MINISTRIES OF TEMPLE BC 100.00
0.00
100.00
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
LEVEL PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
171.26
0.00
407.06
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH - KALAMAZOO
0.00
0.00
0.00
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
300.00
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
ZOMI MISSIONS CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
2,912.31 3,727.90
5,758.34
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SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION			
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
333.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
805.13
CROSSPOINTE CHURCH
1,442.48
270.48
2,922.07
DUNDEE BAPTIST CHURCH
292.00
0.00
523.00
EVERGREEN ACRES MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH0.00
0.00
0.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
308.90
0.00
591.00
FRENCHTOWN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 357.47
165.44
634.12
GRAPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
63.89
0.00
114.19
HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
KENTUCKY PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
LAKESIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
50.00
0.00
100.00
LIBERTY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
401.00
0.00
875.60
MONROE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 8,808.22
0.00
15,774.57
PETERSBURG MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
ROCKWOOD MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 51.35
0.00
113.24
TRUE GOSPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
UNION STREET MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
11,775.31
435.92 22,785.92
			
SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION			
BANGOR BAPTIST CHURCH
132.00
0.00
275.00
BEACON BAPTIST CHURCH
58.00
0.00
114.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH - NILES
0.00
0.00
401.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - BERRIEN SPRINGS 60.44
0.00
60.44
GLENDALE BAPTIST CHURCH
35.01
0.00
92.01
NILES AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
ONTWA BAPTIST CHURCH
100.00
0.00
200.00
THE SANCTUARY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
THE SHORE
223.21
100.00
426.63
Total:
608.66
100.00
1,569.08
			
UPPER PENINSULA ASSOCIATION			
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - KINGSFORD
199.39
0.00
351.49
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - MENOMINEE
329.29
0.00
329.29
BAY AREA COMMUNITY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SBC
0.00
0.00
48.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - DAFTER
44.70
0.00
83.90
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GWINN
361.57
40.00
732.93
GRACE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
0.00
0.00
10.00
HOUGHTON BAPTIST CHURCH
959.00
0.00
1,631.00
NORTHPOINT BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP
115.19
100.00
271.96
Total:
2,009.14
140.00
3,458.57
			
WOODLAND ASSOCIATION			
ANCHOR COMMUNITY CHURCH
225.00
236.02
225.00
CHARITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - LUDINGTON
209.81
0.00
528.60
GRACE COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
HOLLAND SOUTHERN BAPTIST
0.00
98.40
0.00
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
0.00
0.00
0.00
IGLESIA BAUTISTA RECONCILIACION - GRAND RAPIDS0.00
0.00
0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
REMEDY CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
SONRISE BAPTIST CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
30.00
0.00
60.00
Total:
464.81
334.42
813.60
			
NON-ASSOCIATIONAL			
FAITH BAPTIST CHAPEL
0.00
0.00
531.50
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - LINDEN
0.00
0.00
0.00
HARVEY BAPTIST CHURCH
68.50
0.00
179.58
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH - MONROE 3,059.62
20.00
7,070.77
NORTHBROOK CHURCH
0.00
0.00
0.00
Total:
3,128.12
20.00
7,781.85
Grand Total:
102,940.78 42,380.27 204,983.62
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Local YMCA hosts one-of-a-kind baptism
By Anthony Colbert

Special to the Baptist Beacon
AUBURN HILLS — On March
19, Ivan Martinez, Jr. was baptized.
His was no ordinary baptism, however.
Ivan was diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis in 2008 and has since lost
all mobility except in his left arm and
head.
“It took God to put me on my
back for me to open up my eyes,”
Martinez said.
Two years ago, Martinez accepted
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.
Earlier this year, he recommitted his
life to Christ and began to ask about
being baptized.
After much discussion and
planning, his brother, Willie, began
working to help make this a reality.
Because he is confined to a wheelchair, he could not be baptized at his
church.
The Auburn Hills YMCA graciously allowed Martinez’s church,
First Spanish-American Baptist of
Pontiac, to hold his baptism there;
the Older Person Commission of
Rochester provided transportation;
and Medilodge, a nursing facility

in Rochester Hills,
prepared Ivan for the
event.
The group was
able to utilize the
ramp of YMCA’s
walk-in pool to roll
Martinez’s wheelchair into deep
enough water for him
to be baptized.
Before his baptism, Martinez shared
that he was not
nervous at all about
getting in the water
even though he cannot swim. For Ivan,
being kept in that bed
made him feel like he
was in prison; simply
being outside to be
baptized made him
feel free, released
from the bed that
imprisoned him.
“Ivan was full of
joy,” his brother Willie Martinez recalled
of his baptism. “[He
was] surrounded by
approximately 20

persons at poolside
that included family,
friends and members
of his church.”
Martinez’s pastor
Carlos Quinones
baptized Ivan and his
brother Willie was
right beside him during the ceremony.
Though multiple
sclerosis has limited
Martinez physically,
it has not hampered
him spiritually.
From his bed, he has
witnessed to workers and visitors at his
care facility, sharing
his testimony and
giving away Bibles
and leading one man
to Christ.
Martinez is not
letting his ailment
keep him from sharing God’s good news.
Though he is confined physically, he
Above, Ivan Martinez is brought into the pool at the Auburn
has found freedom in
Hills YMCA for baptism. (Submitted photo)
Christ. 
Left, First Spanish-American Baptist Church, Pontiac
pastor Carlos Quinones baptizes Ivan Martinez with
assistance from Ivan’s brother Willie and friend
Anthony Colbert. (Submitted photo)

