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COLUMNS 
 
 
The Christmas Hamster 
By Tim Patterson 
 
FENTON, MI - Well folks, this is the season when we celebrate the birth of our Lord with 
all sorts of traditions, parties, food and gifts.  It truly is the happiest time of the year. 
 
As I reflect on Christmases past my heart and mind are filled with childhood memories of 
cold December nights when it was so hard to go to sleep, and then wide eyed Christmas 
mornings that glistened with the wonder of tinsel laden trees and Christmas wishes 
wrapped in colorful paper. I can still smell the strong scent of an evergreen tree and the 
sweet, citrus aroma of fresh fruit. My mother would always buy the largest oranges and 
apples she could find, and fill our stockings with those and other candies. And of course, 
the comforting fragrance of a perfectly roasted turkey settled in around it all.  
 
Throughout the years I have received all sorts of gifts and gadgets at Christmas, but as 
a young boy a gift that became one of my most memorable was a pet hamster. I had 
seen a whole family of them in our local “five & dime” with their labyrinth of tubes and 
tunnels, and I just had to have one of these energized entertainers. Sure enough, 
Christmas morning came and there, under the tree was my very own hamster and self-
contained habitat. Inside this rodent residence was a complete gymnasium of gadgets to 
keep the most lethargic and sedentary of fuzzy friends healthy and happy. 
 
Right in the center of all this menagerie of moving parts was an enormous wire wheel 
where upon my new found friend could race and run for hours on end. And run he did. In 
the middle of the night when all self-respecting relatives of the rat family should be fast 
asleep, ol’ fleet of foot would be running his race to nowhere. The first night of our new 
family member’s stay in the home, my dad got up to try and find out why the refrigerator 
or our home heating unit had suddenly developed an annoying squeak. It took him 
several sleepless nights until he discovered it was “Herman the Hamster” and his 
midnight marathons that were disturbing our long winter naps. 
 
Herman would get in his “nowhere wheel” and run for hours on end. He would then get 
off, have a bite to eat, rest, get a drink of water and then begin again. I never could 
figure out why he put so much energy into something that left him in the same place he 
started. Have you ever felt like Herman the Hamster? That life was going nowhere fast, 
and all you had to look forward to was another round in the marathon wheel of a 
monotonous life? Have you been scurrying about with all your Christmas traditions, 
trying to produce some modicum of fulfillment, and still find yourself going in circles? Is it 
possible that you have been quoting Old Testament passages like, “Vanity. Vanity. All is 
vanity.” 
 
There is a better Way. There is a Way that doesn’t leave you dizzy, dazed and desiring 
more. There is a Way that doesn’t make you feel like a termite in a YO-YO. There is a 
Way that has a destination of hope, peace, and fulfillment. That Way is He who was born 
in a manger on that wonderful Christmas morning more than 2000 years ago. And our  
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Lord is the one who has come to provide for us hope, peace, and purpose in life.  Let me 
invite you to get off the “wheel of misfortune” and step on to the Road of Life that leads 
to purpose and peace. Jesus said, “ I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one 
comes to the Father but by me.”  
 
The Gift of Christmas awaits and believe me, it’s much better than a hamster. 
 
 
11 Minutes 
By Tony Lynn 
 
FENTON, MI - Someone reported that an average professional football game lasts 3 
hours and 12 minutes, but if you tally up the time when the ball is actually in play, the 
action amounts to a mere 11 minutes. Do you find that unbelievable? I did at first, but it’s 
true. 
 
Consider this: It is reported that most professional football teams play between 60-70 
plays per game with each play lasting a mere 6-7 seconds. That further verifies that 
when we watch those gridiron matches that we are actually watching a lot of things other 
than football. How does that make you feel? 
 
Three hours of other things and only 11 minutes of actual game time. Yet millions of 
people anticipate, prepare, watch, and talk about the aftermath of football games, day 
after day, throughout our country. Owners spend millions trying to make their teams 
better. Superior athletes work hard to become one of the elite players wearing pads 
while running up and down a field 100 yards long.  
 
I will admit it. Despite the obvious waste of time, I still like football better than other 
sports. I enjoy the sense of anticipation with every play. Special teams might return a 
punt or kick the entire length of the field. Defense might cause a turnover that will 
change the momentum of the game. The quarterback and receiver might connect on a 
seemingly impossible catch for six points. Twenty-two men completing their respective 
assignments to either advance or impede the football. Can the game be that simple?! 
 
As we approach the celebration of Christmas and the threshold of a new year, let’s 
consider the impact of 11 minutes of game time and the playing time of 6-7 seconds. I’m 
not talking about football any more; I’m talking about spiritual matters. At the annual 
state convention, Pastor Mike Durbin, (mike@bscm.org or (810) 714-1907) introduced 
an outstanding outreach method unique to Michigan. You can locate it at 
https://www.bscm.org/mimoment - it uses the two peninsulas and the Mackinac Bridge to 
express the good news of Jesus Christ. There are items to download and use in the 
church or with a small group. Mike will come to the church or association, and lead a 
training event if you invite him. 
 
I believe Mike has created an outstanding witnessing method that is easy to use and will 
be interesting to those who need Christ. The outline is simple: 
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1. One story 
2. One verse 
3. One illustration 

 
I also think the method is attractive because it uses audio and video recordings that 
anyone can download using their smartphone. Imagine all of the people in the church 
prayed-up and prepared for an 11 minute discussion. If all of the members of the 
churches started using this method throughout the state, it would change our 
communities. Imagine what would happen if members of the church dedicated certain 
evenings to go out and share their faith with others. 
 
One of the easiest, low-risk ways to use this system is to pass someone a business 
card. That might take 6-7 seconds. Sound familiar? That interaction, lasting mere 
seconds, could be a game-changer for someone’s eternity. You or someone in the 
church, having downloaded their testimony on audio or video format, can pass a 
business card onto someone asking them, “I know you don’t have time now, but when 
you do, would you listen or watch this link on the card?” That request would only take 6-
7 seconds. 
 
In high school, Mike and I played football. Though we were in the same graduating class 
of 77, Mike’s athletic ability gave him an edge. For example, Mike played on the JV 
Team while I played on the Freshmen Team. It was fun watching him run out of the 
backfield. Sometimes he carried the football, at other times he blocked for another 
running back. Regardless of his assignment, Mike gave it his all. I am confident you will 
find this new resource he’s created to be an invaluable tool for sharing Christ to those 
around you. 
 
Please, call or write to Mike asking him to help you advance the good news of Jesus 
Christ where you live, play, and work. Your 11 minutes and broken into 6-7 seconds 
moments will make the difference in someone’s life.  bscm.org/mimoment  
 
 
Gospel Conversations at Christmas 
By Mike Durbin 
 
Christmas is in the air! Anticipation is growing in the hearts of God’s children (young and 
old) as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our King. For shepherds watching their 
flocks at night near Bethlehem, Christmas began with a good news conversation. “And 
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).   
 
That conversation changed their lives as they made their way to Bethlehem to see the 
newborn Savior, Christ our Lord. It was an angel who got to share the first Gospel 
conversation. That privilege is now ours as followers of Jesus, and there’s no better time 
to share than now. Christmas is a time when many people are interested in spiritual  
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conversations.  Christmas is a time when talking about Jesus comes natural because 
the world over recognizes Christmas as Christ’s birthday. 
 
Southern Baptist Churches all across North America are joining together to take the 
Gospel Conversation Challenge. The goal is to have 1,000,000 Gospel Conversations 
by June, 2018. It’s a great challenge! But it is so much more than that.  Focus not on the 
number, but on the lives you can touch with a conversation about heavenly matters. It all 
begins with you sharing your story and we call it - Mi-moment.  Learn more at 
bscm.org/mimoment  
 
Let me encourage you to signup  your church to participate in the GC Challenge. It’s 
easy to do. Go to gchallenge.com and do three things:  
 
1.  Make the pledge  
 
2.  Upload a 60 second video of your last Gospel Conversation 
 
3.  Download the Prayer Guide.   
 
We have resources at BSCM.org to equip your church family to share the hope we have 
in Christ. Click on the link above to learn more about mi-moment.  Contact 
mike@bscm.org if you have any questions.  
 
 
Good News, Great Joy, For All People! 
By Mick Schatz 
 
ROSCOMMON, MI - Greetings from Bambi Lake Retreat and Conference Center and 
Merry Christmas! 
 
As I am writing this the snow is lightly falling, and there is a quiet calm over all the camp. 
I imagine it is much like the night (no snow or course) the shepherds were gathered 
around a fire swapping sheep herding stories, and keeping watch over their flocks. This 
is one of my favorite scenes in the Christmas story.  The gospel of Luke records it like 
this – “In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.””Luke 2:8-11. 
 
Now I don’t know about you, but I have been in a field at night when all you can see and 
hear Is the fire and the wood cracklin’, and every sensory receptor in your body is on full 
alert. If an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared before me I’m sure I would have lost full 
control of my faculties and died right on the spot. At best I would have “freaked out” like 
the shepherds, and been paralyzed in fear. Wow! What an entrance! However, imagine  
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their relief when this glorious angel said “Do not be afraid; for behold I bring you good 
news of great joy which will be for all the people…” 
 
I love the fact that God the Father chose lowly shepherds to be the first hearers of this 
heavenly announcement. This message of hope was not restricted to the religious elite, 
socially favored, or financially secure. It did not single out only those who dressed to 
impress, or looked the prettiest. This clarion call did not resound for those of a particular 
ethnicity, skin color, privileged background or ancestry. 
 
THE GOOD NEWS AND GREAT JOY OF JESUS CHRIST WAS ANNOUNCED FOR 
ALL PEOPLE!  HE WHO IS EVERYTHING CAME FOR EVERYONE! 
 
All people have been invited to join in and celebrate Christmas. From the very beginning 
of our Savior's life here on earth we witnessed the banner of love for all being heralded 
across the sky. We heard the heart of a loving, heavenly Father calling out to His 
creation declaring a provision of hope and redemption through His son, Jesus. 
 
As Christians we bear the responsibility of continuously declaring this Good News and 
Great Joy. In a world full of selfishness and sadness we have Good News and Joy to 
bring to those around us. In a culture filled with noise and hopeless messages the 
Gospel is the only announcement loud enough and powerful enough to stop people in 
their tracks, and captivate their heart and minds with a love and joy that changes 
everything. Celebrate Christmas by sharing the Good News and Great Joy of Jesus 
Christ! 
 
 
 
STARTING 
 
 
Puerto Rico missionary's relief aid opens hearts 
by Brandon Elrod 
 
COMERÍO, Puerto Rico (BP) -- Even in the aftermath of Puerto Rico's devastation from 
Hurricane Maria, church planting missionary Jorge Santiago has been experiencing the 
truth of Romans 8:28 that all things can work together for good. 
 
In July, Santiago and his wife Rebeca moved to Puerto Rico with their two children, 
Sebastian and Sophia, to serve as North American Mission Board church planting 
missionaries in Comerío, a municipality of 20,000 about 30 miles south of San Juan. 
"Right after the storm," Santiago said, "we just focused on helping people. We started 
looking for resources, food and water so that we could take it to Comerío." 
 
INSERT - Santiago family.jpg (Jorge Santiago, his wife Rebeca and their two children, 
Sebastian and Sophia, take a family photo after his ordination in Maryland before 
moving in July to serve as church planting missionaries in Puerto Rico -- then came 
Hurricane Maria on Sept. 20, prompting the North American Mission Board couple to 
move into full-scale disaster relief ministry.) Photo courtesy of Jorge Santiago. 
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Southern Baptist pastors on the island have rallied together along with some from other 
denominations to help one another in their mission to serve those in need. As Santiago 
prayed and ventured to find food and other resources, he noticed, both from personal 
experience and from others' stories, just how difficult it was to wash clothes by hand. 
Santiago saw different groups passing out food and water but no one was seeking to 
meet the need of helping people clean their clothes. 
 
"My wife's dad is a pastor whose church sent us some money," most of which Santiago 
used to buy three washing machines "by faith." They eventually were able to acquire 
three more washing machines that they've used to start a community outreach called 
Proyecto Mi Ropa Limpia -- My Clean Clothes Project. "God hasn't stopped giving to us," 
Santiago said, "and we haven't stopped giving to the people everything that comes our 
way." 
 
INSERT - clean_clothes.jpg  (Jorge Santiago and his wife Rebeca used a gift from 
Rebeca's father's church to purchase washing machines for the Comerío community to 
alleviate washing clothes by hand. In the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, Santiago noticed 
that this need was being overlooked, and he and his wife believed God would provide for 
their needs if they purchased three machines.)  Photo from Facebook. 
 
Santiago and his family have been hard at work ministering in Comerío, leaving for the 
town around 4:30 in the morning and not returning to their base in San Lorenzo, 30 miles 
to the east, until 8:30 or 9:00 at night. Rebeca manages the washing machines while 
Santiago travels around searching for food and water and distributing what he is able to 
find. Santiago received one of the pastor packs that NAMB's Send Relief ministry sent to 
Puerto Rico, and he said the package arrived at a time when he was having difficulty 
finding resources. 
 
Whenever he went to search, Santiago would pray and ask God to lead him to where the 
resources would be. After three days of not finding anything, he received a phone call 
telling him to go to the Send Relief warehouse. "Then, when I saw the pastor package, I 
started crying because I saw all the things they brought to us," Santiago recounted. 
 
The generator that was included in the package is being used to power some of the 
washing machines for My Clean Clothes Project, and the other food and resources have 
been a boost for his ministry to the community. "God gave us the privilege to show the 
people how committed we are to them and to God," Santiago said. "We get to live the 
gospel by serving the people." 
 
Initially, Santiago and his family had been planning to start church services in January. 
Hurricane Maria changed those plans, however, and Sunday, Nov. 12, Santiago had the 
opportunity to preach the Gospel and pray with a group of people as they gathered to 
share a hot meal. "It is good, all that we are doing right now to help serve people," he 
said. "It's important to the people, but more important than that is the need to share the 
Gospel." 
 
INSERT - Santiago Preaching.jpg (Jorge Santiago preaches to a group of people who 
gathered in Comerío, Puerto Rico, to share a meal and hear a message from the Bible. 
Santiago, a missionary with the North American Mission Board, and his family have  
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been ministering in the municipality in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria by providing 
meals and laundry services.)  Photo from Facebook. 
 
A passage from Mark 1:32-38 helped Santiago see that it was time to start preaching. 
The community was open. "People every day started asking me what my church is, but I 
don't even have a church yet," he said. "They kept asking me the time of the service, 
and they wanted to hear the Word of God." Their plan is to keep gathering with people 
every Sunday and preaching the Word. The way that Santiago and his wife served the 
community opened the door for the Gospel and has made him eager to preach the Good 
News. "We are not here to play or waste our time or God's time." Santiago said. "We are 
here with a mission, and we are here to accomplish our mission." 
 
INSERT - Group lunch.jpg (Jorge Santiago poses for a selfie with families as they eat a 
meal prepared by Santiago, his family and his ministry partners as part of relief efforts in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Maria.) Photo from Facebook. 
 
Santiago continues to move toward an official launch for the church, but in the 
meantime, he and other churches like his will make use of resources that arrive through 
financial donations made through Send Relief. "As a pastor, I still need resources to help 
the people," Santiago said. "People don't believe in what you're going to say to them 
unless you prove to them that you love them. The way that they experience your love for 
them is by giving to them." 
 
Visit sendrelief.org to volunteer or donate funds to the continuing disaster relief efforts 
for men, women and children in Puerto Rico who still need aid as they recover from the 
devastation of Hurricane Maria. 
 
Author Bio: Brandon Elrod writes for the North American Mission Board. 
 
 
 
STRENGTHENING 
 
 
The Gift 
By IAN MINIELLY 
  
IRONWOOD, MI - A parishioner in Catalyst Baptist Church gave me a poem from Ruth 
Prentice called God’s Gift.” The poem is: 
 
INSERT - Poem Godsgift.jpg  (courtesy Ruth Prentice.  Created by staff) 
 
This is a message lost in much of our modern world. Christmas is not a season about 
hanging a Christmas tree or stockings around the fire. Christmas is not about what we 
can give and how early we can shop or how long we can put it off. Christmas is about 
the gift God gave to mankind 2,000 years ago that is still working, does not need 
batteries, will not break no matter how rough we handle it, and we can’t lose it. But, we 
can give it away. 
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This is Christmas. Let us not forget, Luke 2: 11-12, “For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you; you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” The greatest gift man has 
ever known.  Be sure to give Jesus as your gift to others. 
 
Bio - Ian Minielly is pastor of the Catalyst Baptist Church in Ironwood, MI and a regular 
contributor to the Baptist Beacon. 
 
 
Widows & widowers not forgotten in Christmas revelry 
By Michael Smith 
 
SEARCY, Ark. (BP) -- Bill Roussel has a heart for widows and widowers. For years Bill 
visited with two widows on Sunday mornings at First Baptist Church in Searcy. One day 
he told his wife Amy they should do something for the ladies, who had long worked in 
the children's ministry, to add an extra measure of joy to their lives during the holiday 
season. The Roussels decided to host a Christmas dinner for the church's widows and 
widowers at a local barbecue restaurant. 
 
"Most of our widows and widowers [have been] longtime workers in our church and 
community," Amy Roussel said. "[Bill] wanted to do something that was separate from 
the church and funded by ourselves. That way, the folks we invited would know it was 
not something that was an obligation but heartfelt." Each year about 30 people attend 
the dinner, which has been held for more than a decade. Evening festivities include door 
prizes and games, and Hal Stroupe, minister of education and administration at FBC 
Searcy, drives the church bus to take attendees on a tour of local Christmas lights. 
 
A few years ago the Roussels asked fellow church members Bob and Karen Davis to 
help out with the dinner. "There is no better reward for us than the hugs, smiles and 
thanks we receive from all the widows and widowers," Bob Davis said. "The fun and 
pleasure they get from eating, playing the games and fellowship enjoyed is evident in 
their faces. It truly is a festive affair where Christmas spirit abounds." Pat Charboneau, 
who has attended the dinner since her husband passed away in 2007, said it's "a 
wonderful thing they are doing, and I believe it is scriptural.""It is very much appreciated 
by all of us. It is a very special thing for us to be cared for in this way," Charboneau said. 
 
The Roussels and Davises see the Christmas dinner as reflecting the biblical mandate to 
care for widows and orphans in James 1:27: "Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world" (ESV)." "The two dear women who inspired my husband are 
no longer with us but their lives are not forgotten," Amy Roussel said. "I believe the Holy 
Spirit touched my husband's heart to share in his unique way to provide a little light in 
these special lives. We hope this will inspire others to do even one small thing." 
 
Beyond the Roussels' Christmastime ministry, First Baptist members are engaged in 
carrying their faith into the local community and beyond. Its members help in staffing 
Searcy's interdenominational Good Samaritan Center each December. The church 
provides toiletries and other necessities as well as a ham for each needy family. At the  
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end of December, the church's youth gather at the center to clean up and organize for 
the next year. 
 
In foster care ministry, several church families are either foster parents or have adopted 
foster children. Additionally, First Baptist provides a meeting place monthly during the 
school year for foster care training and childcare services. Church members also provide 
meals for foster families. In its missions outreach, First Baptist supports mission trips at 
home and abroad and contributes to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. The church's 
women's group hosts "Lattes with Lottie" during the first week of December, learning 
about Lottie Moon while having lattes and raising money for the Christmas offering. First 
Baptist also contributes to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering. 
 
"When it comes to multi-generational ministries and global missions, the First Baptist 
Church family seeks to make a difference in the lives of people inside and outside the 
church," pastor Brian Whitney said. "I am grateful for the multiplicity of ministries this 
body involves themselves in for God's glory. Both at the Thanksgiving/Christmas season 
and all year long, this local church is loving each other, praying for the advancement of 
the Gospel, and serving each other in Jesus' name." 
 
Michael Smith is a freelance writer based in Brandon, FL. 
 
 
5 Things You Should Know About Missions 
Andy Johnson 
 
WASHINGTON, DC - In his third letter, the apostle John instructs his friend Gaius about 
the importance of supporting itinerate missionary evangelists. In the process, he gives 
us a number of biblical principles that should shape the way we think about our own 
missionary sending and support. 
 
Calling himself “the elder,” John writes, The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in 
truth. 
Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it 
goes well with your soul. For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to 
your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that 
my children are walking in the truth. 
Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as 
they are, who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on 
their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for the sake of the 
name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought to support people like 
these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth (3 John 1–8). 
 
 
There are several direct implications for missions in this short passage. Let’s consider 
five. 
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1. Concern for missions and missionaries is normal (3 John 3, 5, 8). 
John asserts that his friend Gaius is “walking in the truth,” and that it is “a faithful thing 
you do in all your efforts for these brothers.” He concludes that “we ought to support 
people like these [missionaries].” 
 
Scripture is clear that a desire to support the spread of the gospel to those who haven’t 
heard is a normal part of basic Christian health. 
 
2. Cooperation among local churches is encouraged (3 John 3, 7). 
Likewise, cooperation in missions among multiple local congregations is taken for 
granted as a good thing. These gospel workers went out from another church, likely 
John’s. They were “strangers” to Gaius (v. 5), so clearly not from his congregation. 
 
And yet John says Gaius “ought” to support these people so that together John’s church 
and Gaius’s church may partner together for the truth. Mutual support of missionaries is 
a real gospel partnership that brings honor to Christ. 
 
3. Knowing whom we ought to support is crucial (3 John 6–8). 
But how can we know whom to support? The apostle John narrows it down for us 
considerably. Certainly we hope Christians share the gospel as they scatter because of 
persecution (Acts 8:4) or travel in pursuit of business (James 4:13). But John describes 
a special moral obligation to support those who’ve been sent out “for the sake of the 
name.” These are the ones to whom we “ought” to give material support. 
 
“Missionaries aren’t just self-styled free agents. They should be accountable to a specific 
local church.” 
Despite globalization and mobility, until Christ returns there will always be a need for 
churches to train, send, and financially support intentional missionaries. What’s more, 
when John notes that these missionaries were “accepting nothing from the Gentiles,” he 
seems to mean they weren’t earning money from the gospel; so the church should 
supply their needs. Lots of people share the gospel. Praise God! But only some have a 
moral claim on the local church’s financial support. These are the men and women we 
call missionaries. 
 
Missionaries aren’t just self-styled free agents. They should be accountable to a specific 
local church. The missionaries mentioned in 3 John are probably accountable to John’s 
church in Ephesus. 
 
Did you notice the church connection in verse six? John tells Gaius these missionaries 
“testified to your love before the church.” After having been supported by Gaius, they 
returned and reported back to the church that sent them. John’s letter, among other 
things, seems to be his church’s commendation of these missionaries as their own 
approved workers. Biblical missionaries are connected to a local church. It’s always 
been that way. 
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4. Support should be abundant (3 John 6). 
John doesn’t leave us to wonder what our support for missionaries should look like. It 
should be lavish, abundant, and provided “in a manner worthy of God.” 
 
“Our support for missionaries should aim to see that they lack nothing, as if we were 
supplying Jesus himself for a journey. It’s a high bar.” This concern that Christian 
workers be amply supplied is echoed elsewhere in the Bible. As Paul instructs Titus, “Do 
your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack 
nothing” (Titus 3:13). 
 
Our support for missionaries should aim to see that they lack nothing, as if we were 
supplying Jesus himself for a journey. It’s a high bar. 
 
5. The motivation is love for the glory of Christ (3 John 7–8). 
Finally, we see the motivation that should drive all this going and sending and 
supporting: love for the glory of King Jesus. This is the engine of the missionary 
enterprise—for the sake of Christ’s name. The needs of those yet unreached by the 
gospel are great, but John presses us to send for the sake of Christ’s fame and the glory 
of his truth. 
 
“Love for the glory of King Jesus. This is the engine of the missionary enterprise—for the 
sake of Christ’s name.” 
 
These five principles from 3 John are clear. Obedience to them should revolutionize how 
some of us think about supporting missions from our churches. Through the Lottie Moon 
Missions Offering you and I can do just that, care and support those called to go and 
serve. 
 

Author Bio: Andy Johnson earned a PhD from Texas A&M and now serves as an 
associate pastor at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC. 
Editors’ note: This is an adapted excerpt from Andy Johnson’s new book Missions: How 
the Local Church Goes Global(Crossway, 2017). 
 
 
6 Ways to Prepare Your Church’s Short Term Mission Team 
Debbie Stephens  
 
I am often asked what I find to be most lacking in training for churches serving cross-
culturally. Sadly my answer is that they simply aren’t doing it. As harsh as that may 
sound, I regularly hear things from churches I train for short-term engagement like, “I 
wish I had known all of this before I went on my first trip,” or “I wish we had been using 
this information all along.” 
 
With an estimated two million people participating in short-term mission trips every year, 
a conversation is warranted to help them be more effective—not destructive—during 
their brief time in their country of service. Short-term missions is also a means of  



 

12 

 
 
discipleship—that is, crossing cultures for the sake of the gospel inevitably changes 
believers, as well. It grows us in various aspects of our own faith. Leaving our comfort 
zones for a foreign context means we can’t rely on our familiarity. The result is a deeper 
reliance on the One who sends us. 
 
“Short-term missions is a means of discipleship—that is, crossing cultures for the sake of 
the gospel inevitably changes believers as well.” This is by no means an exhaustive list, 
but below are six vital areas for preparation prior to a short-term mission trip. 
 
Prayerful Trust 
“Missions is the joyous work of informing the world that it is loved.” —Calvin Miller 
 
It is easy to be overwhelmed with the logistical details of an international mission trip. 
Don’t get me wrong; logistics are a must. But even more important is connecting to and 
hearing from God. Only he knows the spiritual state of the peoples in the places you are 
entering. You need to be able to respond as the Holy Spirit leads. Trusting that he is in 
control of every situation gives you confidence, avoids confusion, and keeps you from 
being rattled when unexpected things happen on the field. 
 
Prayer is, therefore, essential for each team member to build spiritual dependence on 
the Lord as they join him on mission. It is in prayer that we discern the will of God, break 
down barriers, and are strengthened to carry out his will through obedience. Prayer will 
help prepare us for God-given opportunities to share about him. 
 
Team Dynamics and Resolving Conflict 
Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:35, ESV). 
 
Conflict can arise when a person’s needs or expectations are not met. What is perceived 
as someone being difficult or uncooperative may simply be the fact that he or she is 
struggling in the current environment. For example, introverts tend to become drained 
around large groups of people and need time alone to recharge. Extroverts, on the other 
hand, gain energy from people, so they will thrive and struggle in different ways than 
introverts. 
 
As you prepare for your trip, consider taking a free personality profile, such as DISC, to 
learn your team members’ strengths and weaknesses. Once you identify these traits, 
leverage them by allowing team members to use their strengths and grow in their areas 
of weakness. 
 
Crossing Cultural Divides 
We all have cultural biases—things that are ingrained in us from our own experiences 
and surroundings.  
 
Those biases affect how we interact with others, so they need to be understood and 
minimized as much as possible in order to avoid barriers to good communication. Be a 
learner, and let people show you what they believe. Then engage them with the gospel  
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in ways that are relevant to their specific worldview. Practically think through your own 
life and create a timeline, whether mental or physical. List things that have shaped you, 
such as family structure, faith journey, education, where you’ve lived (rural or urban), 
media, technology, world events, etc. 
 
Have your entire team develop their own lists and talk through how your cultural biases 
will be different from those of the people among whom you will be working. Discuss how 
those differences will shape the way you engage with them. 
 
Preparing for Culture Shock 
Most things we do every day are done without much thought. They are routine. Once 
you leave your familiar surroundings and enter into another culture, however, virtually 
everything will be different.  
 
Everything requires thought and everything can potentially be a trigger for culture 
shock—language, transportation, food, cleanliness, personal space, and even 
bathrooms. 
 
To help limit the disorientation you may feel, try these things before you go: 

• Eat at an ethnic restaurant and order something unfamiliar 
• Brush your teeth with bottled water 
• Keep a bucket of water beside your toilet and use it for flushing 
• Learn a few basic phrases in the local language of the country you are visiting 
• Research cultural do’s and don’ts from websites or travel books 

 
Spiritual Warfare  
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. (1 Pet. 5:8, ESV)  
 
This is a subject that isn’t talked about very often, but it is real and deserves your 
attention. It can come in subtle forms like health problems, relationship struggles, 
physical illness, and many others. As Chuck Lawless recently wrote on the topic, “We 
face three enemies: the world, our flesh, and the devil (Eph. 2:1–3). In some cases, the 
three are so interwoven that it’s difficult to tell them apart.” Recognizing who is our 
enemy, and who isn’t, is the first step to victory. Both before and during your trip, through 
Bible study and prayer, prepare yourself and your team to face an enemy who does not 
want to see you produce fruit in your work. 
 
Safety and Security 
Although safety is not the number one concern of those engaging in global mission—
obedience to Christ’s call and command is—it would be foolish not to consider it at all. 
 
In today’s world, we cannot rely on any “safe” places. Expecting the unexpected and 
having contingency plans will help you and your loved ones at home rest easier. 
Understand the potential risks of global travel and learn best practices to minimize 
adverse situations. 
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Again, this is far from an exhaustive list. However, these six considerations are a great 
starting point for churches and individuals looking to maximize effectiveness in short-
term missions. If interested to learn more - Equipped To Go provides an online training 
session on staying healthy and keeping everyone secure while traveling abroad through 
minimizing risk and managing potential or real crises. 
 
Bio: Debbie Stephens lives in Middle Tennessee. She is the founder and president of 
Equipped To Go, which provides training and coaching services to those desiring to be 
culturally adept while traveling, living, and working in foreign countries. She also leads 
the Jet Set division of the Upstream Collective. Follow her on twitter @equippedtogo. 
 
 
12 ways churches can minister to veterans and soldiers 
By Brandon Elrod 
 
ALPHARETTA, GA - Many churches would love to serve veterans and soldiers, but feel 
ill-equipped or think they cannot do so because they’re not in a “military town.” Below are 
12 practical ways churches can minister to those who have served or are serving in the 
U.S. military: 

1. Pray for veterans, service members and the military chaplains who minister to 
them on bases at home and abroad. 

2. Encourage emotionally and spiritually healthy parishioners to take time to listen 
to the military personnel in your community. 

3. Ask those in your church who have served in the Armed Services to come 
alongside the church as it seeks to serve the veterans, service members and 
their families. 

4. Find ways to recognize Veterans Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day at 
your church. You could even consider honoring the various military branches on 
their birthdays. 

5. Realize that your church does not need to be near a large military installation to 
minister to veterans and service members. Veterans and service members who 
are not near a large base may feel isolated and need greater local community 
support. 

6. Draw 10- to 15-mile circle around your church, and locate any Veterans Affairs 
(VA) offices, VA Medical Centers or military installations. Reach out, and ask 
about their specific needs. 

7. Network with military chaplains in your area. Host them, and help them set up a 
military veteran and family network. Your church can then become a referral any 
time needs arise in the military community in your area. 

8. If your church is near a large base with a military population where the majority of 
people stay two to three years, host special events (such as special dinners or 
welcoming Bible studies) that help service members and their families connect as 
quickly as possible. 

9. When a service member is deployed, send letters and care packages that let him 
or her know she is thought of and prayed for. 

10. Help the families of deployed service members with routine tasks: prepare meals, 
help with car maintenance, offer to do yard work or offer to tutor or mentor the 
kids. 
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11. Encourage the church to see themselves as a family who are there to support 
military members and their families while the spouse is deployed. Advertise that 
your church is a safe place. 

12. Find a trusted, Christian counselor in your area who is professionally equipped to 
handle moral injury, suicide ideation or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).  

 
This list has been adapted from conversations with retired Maj. Gen. Chaplain Doug 
Carver, retired Brig. Gen. Chaplain Carlton Fisher and Pastor Jeff Streucker. For more 
information about serving our Armed Services personnel and their families, contact the 
chaplaincy office of the North American Mission Board at chaplains@namb.net. 
 
Author Bio: Brandon Elrod writes for the North American Mission Board. 
 
 
Christmas bonds the family 
By Savannah Lewis 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) -- Dec. 18, 2014, Sam and Stephanie Patterson changed four 
lives forever as they adopted three sisters and a brother who came into their lives 
through foster care. Now, three years later, the family is eager for another Christmas 
together. 
 
Carrie, Carissa, Austin and Kali were first welcomed into the Patterson home in October 
2013. These four years have been a time of growth and adjustment, yet the children 
"have changed our lives completely," Stephanie said, hardly remembering "what life was 
like pre-kids." The family's journey was atypical from the challenges often involved in 
foster care and adoption, Stephanie acknowledged. "I don't think that we had a normal 
experience. I honestly don't. Ours was the best possible experience we could have. 
They loved being in our home, they were wonderful children to take care of and we 
connected with them immediately. 
 
"Within six months parental rights were terminated. Within one year they were ours. 
Adoption was final Dec. 18, 2014," Stephanie said. "That is not the norm. Normally it 
takes three years and for us it took one. So we're very, very thankful." Despite how 
everything fell in place for the Pattersons, they are just like any other family. "We have 
ups and downs, it's not roses all the time," Stephanie said. The day before she met their 
children for the first time, a friend asked Stephanie if she had any idea what she was 
getting into. To which she answered, "No, I sure don't." But the love and support they 
received from friends and family was overwhelming. 
 
"One thing that parenting has taught me, in having four all at once, is that parenting is 
very humbling. When people ask you if they can help, always say yes no matter what it 
is.... People were so willing to help and I'm forever grateful for the help we received." As 
the Patterson's approach the third anniversary of the adoption, they can't help but look 
back on how things have changed and how much their children have grown. "It has gone 
by so fast ... they're growing up right before our eyes," Stephanie said. 
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Carrie, now 14, loves to serve others. "She will willingly do acts of service for you, she is 
kind of like that caregiver, being the oldest." Carissa, now a lively 10-year-old, is said to 
be a princess who loves to laugh and snuggle. She is the leader among her friends and 
loves to plan activities with them. Austin, now 7, is quite different from his sisters. He 
loves playing with trucks and anything with wheels, yet most of all he loves playing with 
his little sister Kali. "His greatest joy is making [her] laugh," Stephanie said. Kali, now 5 
and the youngest of the four siblings, has needed some help adjusting. 
 
"She had some developmental delays," Stephanie said. "When we got her she could not 
hold her head up. She'd never been on her tummy and she had obviously been 
neglected. She goes to a specialty pediatric daycare and receives all the therapies [she 
needs] and has improved so much." Kali is the most stubborn of the siblings, Stephanie 
noted. "Her stubbornness is what gave her the strength to learn to walk, to learn to 
crawl, to learn to talk.... She's a very happy little girl, and one of my greatest joys is 
listening to her laugh." 
 
The journey through the foster-to-adoption process, and now adapting to life as a family 
of six, has been "wonderfully exhausting," Stephanie said. "Even though I didn't 
physically labor for my children, believe me I labored for it. There's so many hoops to 
jump through.... We labored for our children, just in a very different way." Despite the 
laborious times they have faced, the Pattersons have remained grateful that God 
brought them together. "I have come to understand just how amazing God's grace is for 
us," Stephanie said. "Because as a parent it's not discipline all the time. As a parent you 
have to parent with grace because your kids make mistakes and it's your job to teach 
them.... God's grace just pours over daily, and in return I need to show that grace to my 
children." 
 
And at Christmas, Sam and Stephanie get to share precious memories with their 
children every year. One of their favorite memories took place two years ago, when 
Carissa was in the second grade. Stephanie watched as her daughter and the second 
grade class got up to share what their greatest Christmas gift was. When it was her turn 
Carissa said, "My greatest Christmas gift is that my mom and dad took me in and 
adopted me, and now I have a forever family." 
 

Author Bio - Savannah Lewis is an electronic media assistant for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
 
 
Christmas: A Great Time For Evangelism 
By Dr. Dan Wilkinson 
 
DEWITT, MI - “Pastor…This might have been the only time some of these kids heard the 
Gospel!” That statement rings loudly in my head every year as we approach the 
Christmas season. And it makes me very conscious of the various ways to share Christ 
during this time. 
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Have you ever considered how many opportunities the Christmas season gives us for 
evangelistic sharing and encounters? Before I became a pastor I hadn’t given it much 
thought other than just the celebration of “our dear Savior’s birth.” But over the years, 
I’ve discovered that December gives us a wide variety of ways to broadcast the Good 
News of great joy. 
 
Before we returned to Michigan, I heard about a church in our association in Virginia that 
was having a “Hanging of the Greens” service. I was unfamiliar with this service at the 
time. But once I obtained a copy of the service after our move, I shared it with our church 
leadership. We decided it was something we wanted to include in our annual schedule. 
We print invitation cards three weeks before the service for our people to distribute. We 
also announce it on Facebook and in our local newspaper. 
 
“Hanging of the Greens” is usually observed on the first Sunday evening of Advent. It is 
a decorating service with narrations explaining each decoration in relation to Christ. 
Following each narration a Christmas carol is sung as church members put up particular 
decorations—wreaths, window candles, the Advent wreath and candles, etc. The climax 
of our service is the lighting of the Chrismon tree. Chrismons are Christian symbol 
decorations that remind us that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus' birthday. Children 
and their parents come forward to help decorate the tree before we light the tree. Then I 
give a brief talk about the Christmas story. 
 
Soon after we started this tradition, we talked to our high school’s choral director about 
having the select choral group come and sing some Christmas songs prior to the 
“Greens” service. She was delighted at the opportunity. (We give the group an 
honorarium for coming.) Every year our service has approximately 25 high school 
singers who come and share their talents! And many times their parents come, too! One 
year in particular, we were reminded of the significance of inviting those young people. 
That was the evening the young lady from the group, a Christian, walked up to me 
during our fellowship/reception afterwards and said, “Pastor, thank you for inviting us. 
This might have been the only time some of these kids heard the Gospel!” Wow! I was 
overwhelmed, almost to tears, because I realized there are kids (and adults) in our midst 
today who do not know the real story of Christmas! 
 
So I make it a point in early December to remind myself, our members and attenders, of 
the importance of the meanings behind our Christmas decorations. They can use that 
information to share the Christ story in their homes with unbelieving family members or 
neighbors or even out there in the marketplace when folks are admiring a wreath, a tree, 
or a poinsettia. It’s true that without Easter, Christmas would be meaningless. But thank 
the Lord the days leading up to Christmas give us plenty of opportunities to share the 
greatest Gift of all - Jesus. 
Want more background info? Check out: http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Christmas-
traditions-rooted-in-ancient-culture. 
For more on chrismons: http://www.umcs.org/chrismons.) 
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Author Bio: Dr. Dan Wilkinson is pastor of First Baptist Church in DeWitt, Michigan. Dan 
and Denise, his wife, are products of Michigan Baptists having grown up in Detroit area 
churches.  
 
 
Safeguard Your Church Against Active Shooters 
By Denise George 
 
This article first appeared in The Alabama Baptist Newspaper on Nov. 16, 2018 
 
Church shootings are becoming more commonplace in today’s society. Keeping church 
members safe from active shooters has become a new concern for Southern Baptist 
pastors and staff.  
 
Recently, on Sunday, November 5, the small congregation at First Baptist Church, 
Sutherland Springs Baptist Church, in Texas fell victim to an active shooter who walked 
into the church about 11:30 a.m. He killed 26 church members, including the pastor’s 14-
year-old daughter, and wounded about 20 others before he died from gunshot wounds. 
The event was an overwhelming tragedy for this close-knit community, home to about 
400 residents. Like most small Southern Baptist churches, First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs has minimal church and grounds security. 
 
In the wake of such terror, many pastors and church leaders are asking how they can 
protect their church members against this kind of unexpected violence. 
 
Here are some ways to protect your church: (This list is by no means exhaustive, nor is it 
suggested a church needs to act on all of these recommendations) 

• Hire security guards as a first line of defense. Train volunteer church greeters to 
be watchful for those who are suspicious and may cause violence. Provide them 
with two-way radios to report possible danger to an appointed church person. 

• Meet with local police and learn their strategy for responding to an active shooter. 
Give police a detailed blueprint of every room in the church to be used if they 
might need to secure the building. Ask police for up-to-date contact information in 
case of a church crisis and distribute to church leadership/staff. Ask law officials 
about a lockdown policy for your church to avoid the chaos of an unexpected 
evacuation. 

• Train your deacons to be watchful before, during, and after church worship 
services and events. Teach them to be actively aware of people/things that seem 
out of the ordinary. During worship services, place deacons throughout the 
sanctuary, balcony, and building. Most church shootings take place after the 
worship service begins. 

• Consider locking some church entrances after services begin, but use doors that 
allow members to leave the building if necessary. Put greeters or a security 
guard outside entrance doors left unlocked to meet latecomers. 

• Establish an emergency plan in the event of an act of violence and practice it 
regularly. Equip church leaders and staff with information on how to respond to 
emergencies, as well as how to get police and medical assistance. Create a list 
of counselors in your area who can be contacted in case of an emergency. 
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• Hold a disaster leadership workshop. Ask a local police chief to train appointed 
key leadership/people in your church to deal with active shooters. 

• Also plan for a post-incident course of action: evacuation and assembly points, 
witnesses speaking with police, prayer time and counseling, etc. 

• Make the congregation aware of all emergency exits in the building. Ask 
members to report any concerns and/or anything out of the ordinary to the 
appointed central person. Teach them what to do in case of an emergency. This 
can be done with the congregation as a whole or through newsletters and 
brochures. Practice emergency procedures together as a church on a selected 
day. 

• In your children’s ministry area, organize a safe system of drop off and pick up 
for each child. Make sure each volunteer worker with children has passed a 
criminal background check. Station security volunteers or professionals at the 
entrance of the children’s area. Report any suspicious persons. 

• In case of an emergency, alert your members to places they can take cover and 
hide, as well as a designated rally point inside or outside the church. 

• Know your church members, especially those people who have criminal records, 
a history of violent behavior, or a grudge against the church and/or leadership. 

• Establish a good method to communicate among church leaders, staff, and 
security teams.  

• Install closed-circuit televisions, alarm systems, and good lighting for church 
grounds at night, especially in parking lots. 

• When reporting an active shooter, call 911 immediately. Tell first responders the 
following urgent information (if you know it): 

• The estimated number of shooters 
• The shooter’s location in the building 
• The type of weapon shooter might be using 
• The immediacy of the threat 
• The location of nurseries, children’s ministries, and other sensitive areas 

 
Stay on the line to keep police informed about happenings, etc. 
While church shootings are rare, shooting violence is escalating. Taking preventive 
measures: carefully-placed safeguards, designated security teams, and a practiced plan 
of action/evacuation can help Southern Baptist churches avoid the tragic results of active 
shooters and other acts of violence. 
 
Note: To help your church guard against violence and other disasters, you can order a 
church safety toolkit through GuideStone through a partnership with Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance Company at this website: www.guidestonepropertycasualty.org.  
 
The Definition of An Active Shooter 
 An armed person(s) whose action is immediately causing death or great bodily 
injury. 
 
Why the Church May Be Targeted By An Active Shooter 

• Churches are welcoming to strangers, inviting them inside to join worship 
services and church events; 

• Most churches have no pre planned emergency guidelines or established safety 
precautions; 

• Security is limited and/or non-existent at many churches; 
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• Church members are often too trusting of those who pass through the church 
doors; 

• Churches may not conduct professional criminal background checks before they 
allow or hire volunteers to work with children, nurseries, etc.   

• Church worship services provide a shooter with open opportunities to enter 
church sanctuaries and the greatest number of people to kill or injure at any 
given time and space. 

• Most outside and inside doors are unlocked and easily accessible. 
• Oftentimes church doors may be left unlocked at night. 

 
Who Are the Shooters? 

• Most shooters are in the 19-50 age bracket. Few shooters are under 18 years 
old. [Church Mutual Insurance Company] 

• More than 90% of shooters are male. 
• The day most shooters choose for violence is Sunday after the worship service 

begins; the second choice is Wednesday. 
• Although violence can happen at any time, most active shooters choose the 

hours between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
• Most shooters kill themselves after inflicting violence, or are stopped through 

internal intervention. Few shooters are killed by police because most incidents 
end before police can arrive on the scene. 

• Primary motive for the shooter: revenge 
• Other motives might include: 

• Physical/mental illness 
• Mad at the world 
• Domestic and/or marital problems 
• Child custody disputes 
• Congregation disputes and/or denied services 
• Hatred, anger against church leadership 

 
 
Author Bio: Denise George, author of 30 books, is co-author of the new Penguin 
Random House book: The Lost Eleven: The Forgotten Story of Black American Soldiers 
Brutally Massacred in World War II. She is married to Dr. Timothy George, founding 
dean of Beeson Divinity School, Samford University, Birmingham, AL. 
 
 
 
SENDING 
 
 
Lives Are Being Touched 
By Dale Beal 
 
MONROE, MI - For more than 12 years Dale Beal has been the chaplain in jail ministry 
in Monroe County.  He ministers in two locations. One is the Main location which houses 
maximum security prisoners and the other is the Dorm facility which houses minimum 
security prisoners. The dorm also houses Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS)  
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Detainees. He goes to the Main House every other Tuesday and into the Dorm House 
every Wednesday. Two different men travel with Dale, and together they preach God’s 
Word. Just like many churches do today, they flash the words and the pictures of 
different hymns on the wall while they sing. In the Main House, they are locked in a room 
with a maximum number of 15 prisoners. They are given a two-way radio, and cameras 
monitor throughout the room. Most of the men they encounter are headed to prison. 
Prison will be far worse for them than jail. Every night Dale and his volunteer are 
thanked for giving up their time to come and minister.  
 
The chaplain team focuses their time on the Gospel, sharing the love and forgiveness of 
Jesus Christ each week. Beal says, “I have seen some of the hardest guys break down 
and cry. God is breaking down the hardness of their hearts. Last month, a guy, who is on 
his way to prison, came up to me after the service asking to talk. With tears in his eyes, 
he said “Thank you.” It was obvious the Holy Spirit was doing a mighty work in this 
man’s life and so many others. Only God knows how much he needed to hear the words 
of salvation in Christ that I talked about that night. We are so amazingly blessed by the 
privilege of sharing with these guys each week.” 
 
During his time of serving in the jail, Beal has been able to perform three weddings in the 
Main House and four in the Dorm House. When he officiated his first wedding, a guard 
told him  he was the first to perform a wedding in the Main jail, and that he was the only 
one who had permission to do so in the Dorm jail. In another rare sign of trust, he is also 
allowed to bring cookies and pop into the Dorm for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The 
women of CrossPointe Church Monroe bake the cookies in another form of volunteer 
help for the ministry. Beal adds, “This simple act of caring means so much to the men in 
the jail. It is easy for society to forget about them and yet their need to be loved is 
greater than ever when isolated from friends and family.” 
 
More than 65% of the jail inmates are alcoholics or drug addicts. Beal shares, “I know all 
too well since I was once both of those. Thanks be to God I have been sober 26 years. 
This is one reason the guys like coming to my service, I used to be just like them, but 
Jesus changed me. We have an instant connection where God took something bad in 
my life and now uses it for good.” 
 
Jesus is doing some mighty things in the Monroe County jails. But Chaplain Beal says 
so much more can be done if more Michigan Baptists come to be a part of this important 
ministry. 
 

Author Bio: Chaplain Dale Beal, leads the Freedom Jail Ministry for CrossPointe Church 
Monroe.  Former biker, addict and troublemaker, now transformed and on mission with 
God to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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The Gift 
By IAN MINIELLY 
  
IRONWOOD, MI - A parishioner in Catalyst Baptist Church gave me a poem from Ruth 
Prentice called God’s Gift.” The poem is: 
 

 
 
This is a message lost in much of our modern world. Christmas is not a season about 
hanging a Christmas tree or stockings around the fire. Christmas is not about what we 
can give and how early we can shop or how long we can put it off. Christmas is about 
the gift God gave to mankind 2,000 years ago that is still working, does not need 
batteries, will not break no matter how rough we handle it, and we can’t lose it. But, we 
can give it away. 
 
This is Christmas. Let us not forget, Luke 2: 11-12, “For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you; you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” The greatest gift man has 
ever known.  Be sure to give Jesus as your gift to others. 
 
Bio - Ian Minielly is pastor of the Catalyst Baptist Church in Ironwood, MI and a regular 
contributor to the Baptist Beacon. 
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MICHIGAN NEWS 
 
2017 Annual Meeting Summary 
By Baptist Press 
 
1) The total budget approved (the overall budget amount for the coming fiscal year) and 
percentage increase or decrease from last year of the total budget. $2,693,073 for 2018 
Budget. That is a 31% increase over last year's budget. 
  
2) Anticipated Cooperative Program (CP) receipts from churches; anticipated receipts 
from LifeWay; anticipated receipts from NAMB. Anticipated Receipts: $1,340,000 CP 
from churches;  $68,262 from LifeWay;  $701,000 from NAMB.  
 
3) CP percentages, as well as dollar amounts, that the state convention is allocating for 
state Cooperative Program ministries and for SBC Cooperative Program ministries. 
27.5% Cooperative Program, $368,500. 
  
4) whether those CP percentages were changed during this year's annual meeting. 
While adopting the 2018 BSCM Budget, we voted to remove the Shared Ministry Items, 
thereby increasing the actual dollars going to missions. We will be giving 27.5% of the 
total Cooperative Program money from the Michigan Baptists which is an increase in 
dollars given to missions over last year's budget. 
 
5) any budget provisions (percentages as well as dollar amounts) for shared expenses. 
No, the Baptist State Convention of Michigan leadership in consultation with Frank Page, 
Executive Committee, led the Convention to remove the Shared Ministry Items from the 
2018 BSCM Budget.  
  
Election of officers, including: 1) president, first and second vice president and recording 
secretary; 2) whether any of these were re-elected; 3) titles at their churches (pastor or 
member) as well as the name of each of church and its city; 4) in cases of two or more 
nominees for an office, please give the names of the other nominees, along with his/her 
title, church, city; 6) vote totals for elections with two or more nominees and for any 
subsequent runoffs. 
 
President:  Jerome Taylor, re-elected, Pastor of Eastgate Baptist Church, 4226 East 
Atherton Rd, Burton, 48519. 
1st Vice President:  Scott Blanchard, re-elected, Pastor of Lakepointe Church, Meets at 
Lutheran High School,  
16825 24 Mile Road, Macomb, MI 48042. 
2nd Vice President:  Larry Johnson, newly elected, Pastor of Middlebelt Baptist Church, 
943 Middlebelt Road,  
Inkster, MI 48141. 
Recording Secretary:  Roy Henry, re-elected, Pastor of Faith Baptist Church, 13840 
South Helmer Road,  
Battle Creek, MI 49015. 
Assistant Recording Secretary:  Eli Garza, re-elected, Pastor 1st Spanish Baptist 
Church, 3495 Livernoi Road,  
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Detroit, MI 48210. 
 
Theme:  The Power of ONE!   
Host Church:  Middlebelt Baptist Church, 943 Middlebelt Rd, Inkster, MI 48141.  
Total Messengers and Churches Represented:  109 messengers out of 53 churches (23 
guests) 
Total Baptist State Convention of Michigan Churches:  314 
  
Dates and location of next year's (2018) meeting. November 6-7, 2018;  Grace Church, 
2692 North Dettman Road, Jackson, MI 48201 with Host Pastor James Walling. 
 
Baptist Press provides a summary report of every state convention. Baptist Press is 
located in Nashville, TN. 
 
For more information please contact the BSCM offices.  (810) 714-1907 or 
info@bscm.org. 
 
 
Resolution:  On Appreciation 
By Dr. David Roberts 
 
WHEREAS, The messengers to the 60th session of the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan are enjoying a time of worship, encouragement, and fellowship in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and 
 
WHEREAS, We acknowledge God’s providence in all these blessings; and  
 
WHEREAS, We also acknowledge the kind hospitality of our brothers and sisters at 
Middlebelt Baptist Church; and  
 
WHEREAS, We further acknowledge our State Convention staff, volunteers from State 
Convention churches, associational leaders, and SBC entities who have worked so 
diligently to make our annual meeting an organized and pleasant one; and  
 
WHEREAS, We especially acknowledge the Lord’s grace in enabling our State 
Convention president, officers, various committees, musicians, and other platform 
personnel to conduct the affairs of this Convention with dignity and a Christ-like spirit; 
now, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, That the messengers to the 60th Annual Baptist State Convention meeting 
in Inkster, Michigan November 7-8, 2017, express our profound gratitude to the Lord and 
to all those through whom He is working to bring about an annual meeting characterized 
by prayer, grace, evangelism, worship, encouragement, cooperation, and purpose as we 
celebrate 60 years of God’s work through and among Southern Baptists in Michigan. 
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Dr. David Roberts 
Chairman Committee on Resolutions 
For more information please contact the BSCM offices.  (810) 714-1907 or 
info@bscm.org. 
 
 
2017 BSCM Annual Meeting Follow-up 
By Staff 
 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE MASS SHOOTING  
AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 

 
WHEREAS, in light of the tragic and horrific attack at First Baptist Church, Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, during a worship service on Sunday, November 5, 2017; 
 
WHEREAS, we mourn for and with our brothers and sisters in Christ there, weeping with 
those who weep (Romans 12:15);  
 
WHEREAS, the North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention has 
graciously ministered to these grieving families by offering to cover the funeral expenses 
for each victim of this tragedy; 
 
WHEREAS, there is no way to explain why this heartbreaking event occurred without the 
Scripture’s teaching about the sinfulness of humanity (Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; 
Psalm 14:1; Jeremiah 17:9; Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:3; Psalm 51:5); 
 
Therefore, be it RESOLVED that we unite in prayer for our brothers and sisters at First 
Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs, Texas, as they wrestle with their grief and pain, 
struggling with the sudden and painful loss of their family, friends, brothers, and sisters 
in the faith; 
 
Be it further RESOLVED that where sin and evil greatly abounded in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, in the events of November 5, 2017, we proclaim on the authority of God’s Word 
that the grace of God will abound even more to the comfort of God’s people (Romans 
5:20), such that they will possess a peace that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 
4:7) that will serve to point people to the exceeding comfort, mercy, love, and grace of 
Christ Jesus our Lord; 
 
Be it further RESOLVED that what a single man intended for evil, God our loving Father 
will cause to work together for good to those who love Him and are called according to 
His purpose (Romans 8:28);  
 
Be it further RESOLVED that we affirm and give thanks to our Lord for the leadership 
and compassion of the North American Mission Board as it has demonstrated a deep 
love for our grieving brothers and sisters; 
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Be it further RESOLVED that we shall diligently work to bring about true unity between 
individuals by showing them the only source of that unity, the reconciliation of God and 
man through Jesus Christ, and we urge our Convention leadership to facilitate these 
efforts within our communities, state, nation, and world; 
 
And be it further RESOLVED that the messengers to the 60th Annual Meeting of the 
Baptist State Convention of Michigan affirm that the only solution for such events is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and so are united in our desire to see the kingdom of God 
advance through the power of the Gospel, which is the power of God to save men, 
women, and children as well as the only way to be reconciled to God, and committed in 
our efforts to see people transformed by the grace of God through the redeeming blood 
of Jesus Christ for His glory alone. 
 
For more information please contact the BSCM offices.  (810) 714-1907 or 
info@bscm.org. 
 
 
 
SBC News 
 
'Must-see' Bible museum opens to public  
by Diana Chandler 
 
WASHINGTON (BP) -- Protestant, Catholic and Jewish leaders from the U.S. and Israel 
joined Museum of the Bible board chairman Steve Green to dedicate the eight-story 
attraction in Washington on November 17 in advance of the public opening. 
 
The more-than-$500-million structure, located blocks from Capitol Hill at 400 4th St. 
S.W., opened exclusively to the media Nov. 14 and 15, and held a special dedication 
and ribbon cutting from 8 a.m.–noon today. The museum doors opened to the general 
public 9 a.m. on Saturday. While admission is free, timed tickets are required and entry 
is restricted to 15-minute intervals. "We only have one mission: that's to invite all people 
to engage in the history, narrative and impact of the Bible," Museum of the Bible 
President Cary Summers said during an October panel discussion the museum hosted. 
"It's a nonsectarian approach, and you draw your own conclusions after visiting here." 
 
On average, visitors would have to spend nine eight-hour days in the museum to read 
every placard, see every artifact and experience every activity offered, according to an 
official museum fact sheet. Guests enter the museum on the first floor through the nearly 
40-feet high Gutenberg Gates, comprised of 118 brass panels inscribed in Latin with the 
first 80 lines of Genesis. The script is written in reverse to encourage guests to create 
souvenir rubbings, according to the museum's website. Also on the first floor, children 
can "walk on water" in the nearly 2,200-square-foot Courageous Pages children's 
exhibit. Walking on Water, one of 13 Courageous Pages areas of interest, 
technologically creates the illusion of a watery surface where children may stand and 
inspect animated marine life below, according to museum publicity. 
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The second floor's 27,000 square feet of exhibit space demonstrates the Bible's 
influence "on nearly every aspect of life," according to museum promotions. A 254-foot-
long tapestry telling the Bible's place throughout American history is a focus of the 
second floor, which also showcases the Bible in worldwide culture, government and 
contemporary news. "The Bible is the best-selling, most-translated book of all time and is 
arguably history's most significant piece of literature," Green has said of the Bible. "It has 
had an unquestionable influence on science, education, democracy, arts and society. 
This book has profoundly impacted lives across the ages, including my own." 
 
Successive museum floors include a wide array of attractions, including walkthrough 
theatrical exhibits immersing visitors in Bible stories, Bible history displays comprising 
600 artifacts and 50 media programs, a 472-seat World Stage Theater, a 3,000-square-
foot biblical garden, and a café offering Bible-inspired fare. Smithsonian.com has 
described the venue as one of nine "must-see" museums opening in 2017. 
 
Among those who gathered alongside Green, a Southern Baptist, are Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, archbishop of Washington; Rear Admiral Margaret Kibben, a Presbyterian and 
chief of chaplains of the U.S. Navy; Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt, president of the Rabbinic 
Cabinet of the Jewish Federations of North America; U.S. Senate Chaplain Barry Black, 
a Seventh Day Adventist; U.S. House of Representatives Chaplain Pat Conroy, a Jesuit 
priest; Ron Dermer, Israel's ambassador to the U.S., Israel's Minister of Tourism Yariv 
Levin and others, according to a museum press release. 
 
More information and tickets are available at museumofthebible.org. 
 

Author Bio - Diana Chandler is Baptist Press' general assignment writer/editor. BP 
reports on missions, ministry and witness advanced through the Cooperative Program 
and on news related to Southern Baptists' concerns nationally and globally. 
 
 
Making Lottie Moon Tea Cakes 
By Staff 
 
FENTON, MI - Lottie Moon dedicated her life to the people of China, living out the Good 
News before them. It was seldom easy living in a vastly different culture and little 
support, but she always found a way to be faithful.  Her early efforts have paved the way 
for thousands of missionaries since and one of those is how she provided a blessing 
which in turn opened a door.  
 
As a way to earn the trust of the people in China, Lottie Moon made tea cakes for the 
children in her village. She would then be invited into homes where she could share the 
gospel with their mothers. The children began calling Lottie “the cookie lady.” 
 
Plain Tea Cake (As made by Lottie Moon) 
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• 3 teacups of sugar 
• 1 teacup of butter 
• 1 teacup of sour milk 
• 4 pints flour 
• 3 eggs, well beaten 
• 1/2 teaspoon of soda 
• Flavor to taste, roll thin, bake in a quick oven. 

 
Adapted recipe: 

• 2 cups flour 
• ½ cup butter 
• 1 heaping cup of sugar 
• 1 well-beaten egg 
• 1 tablespoon cream 

 
Cream the butter and sugar. Add the egg and mix well. Add the flour and cream. Dust a 
board with flour. Roll the dough very thin. Cut cookies with a round cookie cutter. Place 
on a buttered or nonstick cookie sheet. Bake at 475 degrees for about 5 minutes. 
 
Contact Sue Hodnett, sue@bscm.org,  your state WMU director for LMCO Week of 
Prayer guides and Lottie Moon Offering Envelopes.  Visit the International Mission Board 
website Imb.org, to learn more about Lottie and the missions of Southern Baptists 
worldwide. 
 
 
 
Platt: How giving in your church resounds God's glory 
by David Platt 
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: David Platt is president of the International Mission Board. This year's 
Week of Prayer for International Missions in the Southern Baptist Convention is Dec. 4-
11 with the theme of "The Gospel Resounds." The theme undergirds the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for International Missions. The offering, in tandem with Cooperative 
Program gifts from Southern Baptist churches, supports international workers in seeking 
to fulfill the Great Commission. Gifts to the Lottie Moon offering are received through 
local Southern Baptist churches or online at IMB.org, where there are resources to 
promote the offering. This year's goal is $155 million.</i> 
 
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) -- If you are reading this article, you are likely a part of one of 
more than 46,000 churches the International Mission Board partners with to spread the 
Gospel around the world, particularly among people who have never heard the Gospel. 
 
That's a pretty awesome thought: you and your church are joined with 46,000 other 
churches who say, "Together we want to get the Gospel to every person and group of 
people on the planet." And the primary way we do that together is by sending and 
supporting missionaries all over the world. Thousands of missionaries have been sent 
out from this coalition of Southern Baptist churches. These missionaries are not just sent 
out; they're also supported by the giving of our churches.  



 

29 

 
 
God's Word shows us in 1 Thessalonians 1 why giving together like that makes sense -- 
and, even more, how giving in your church is resounding to God's glory around the 
world. First Thessalonians is the first letter Paul writes to the church that he, Silas, and 
Timothy had played a part in starting. These men had a close relationship with this 
church -- 15 different times in this letter, Paul calls them his "brothers," over and over 
emphasizing his love for them. And over and over again, he expresses thanks for them, 
for who they are, and for what they are doing. That's what draws me to this book when I 
think about you and your church: As a part of this coalition of churches who are sending 
and supporting thousands of missionaries around the world, I just want to thank you over 
and over and over again. I want to thank you for what you're doing, not just as a family of 
brothers and sisters there in your church, but as a family of brothers and sisters far 
beyond your church. 
 
In that sense, then, I want to say some of the same things to this entire coalition of 
churches that Paul says to the Thessalonians. Paul starts by reminding this church how 
the Gospel has affected them -- how the Gospel has changed their lives -- and how that 
Gospel has spread through them. First Thessalonians 1:8 tells us the Gospel has 
sounded forth from Thessalonica not just throughout Macedonia and Achaia (the nearby 
areas), but everywhere around the world. In the same way, then, I want to encourage 
you to stop and reconsider how the Gospel has affected you -- how the Gospel has 
changed your life. And I want to celebrate with you how the Gospel is spreading through 
you everywhere around the world. 
 
How the Gospel affected you 
 
Paul reminded the Thessalonian church that the Gospel is our foundation. He said, "For 
we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to 
you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction" (1 
Thessalonians 1:4–5, ESV).  
 
This same reality unites our coalition of churches, including your church. You exist 
because the Gospel came to you one day in power and in the Holy Spirit with great 
conviction. You exist as a church for one reason: God loves you. God brought you the 
Good News that though we have rebelled against Him and deserve His judgment, He 
has not left us to die in our sin. Instead, He has saved us from our sin. This is the 
greatest news in all the world: we have been delivered from the ultimate penalty of sin -- 
death itself! 
 
This Gospel is good, and it's the whole reason the International Mission Board exists. It's 
the whole reason this coalition of churches is working together to send and support 
missionaries around the world: the multitude of people in the world who have never 
heard this Gospel. We estimate that there are at least 2.8 billion people today who have 
little to no knowledge of the Gospel. In other words, no one has ever even told them the 
Good News of what God has done for us in Jesus. It's not tolerable for us that billions of 
people in the world still haven't heard this Good News, and together we want to change 
that. 
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Paul also reminded the Thessalonians that the Gospel is our motivation. The Gospel 
was driving, compelling, motivating and changing the early Church (1 Thessalonians 
1:3). It produced work marked by faith, labor driven by love, and endurance driven by 
hope. The Thessalonians not only believed the Gospel in their heads and their hearts; it 
affected their hands. Their love for God and for each other enabled them to endure 
through the persecution and trials they faced. 
 
The Gospel at work in you 
 
The same is true today. As you care for one another in the church, and as you love and 
serve the community around you, that's the Gospel at work in you. Last year, our 
coalition of churches gave the highest amount we collectively have given in the history of 
the IMB: $165.8 million (to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International 
Missions). That broke our all-time record by over $11 million! And when I saw that 
number come in, I thought, "What a picture of God's grace." What a picture of the 
Gospel at work in the hearts of God's people, that you would be compelled to give 
$165.8 million together for the spread of the Gospel around the world. 
 
I praise God for your faith-driven work, your love-driven labor, and your hope-driven 
endurance. I praise God for your Gospel-driven giving. I praise Him that the Gospel is 
your ambition, just as it was for the Thessalonians, to sound forth God's glory not only in 
our communities, but around the world. 
 
Right now, because of your giving, there are missionaries going up and down the 
Amazon and proclaiming the Gospel to remote tribes. Right now, people in European 
cities who are being attacked continually by terror are also hearing the hope of the 
Gospel because of your giving. Right now, as a result of your giving, there are brothers 
and sisters spreading the Gospel across West African villages, sub-Saharan countries, 
Middle Eastern cities, South Asian fields, Central Asian mountains, and Southeast Asian 
islands. 
 
Your faith is literally resounding around the world for the glory of God. 
 
A couple of months ago, I was actually in Thessaloniki. The city has become a holding 
place for refugees fleeing Syria, Afghanistan, and Iran who want to get into Macedonia. I 
walked late at night on the Macedonian border, north of Thessaloniki, through a sea of 
refugee tents swimming in mud as freezing rain fell on them. I looked at lines of men and 
women standing and waiting for small rations of food in the freezing rain, listening to the 
sounds of their children crying and their babies coughing in these tents, children the 
same age as my kids. These are men and women just like you and just like me, living in 
semblance of hell on earth. 
 
But here's the good news. 
 
Right now, because of your giving, missionaries are living and working right in the middle 
of those refugees. People from Syria, for example, who have never heard the Gospel 
before, are hearing it for the first time, and they're responding. One Syrian woman said  
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to our missionary, "I'm tired of being tied to a religion that doesn't offer me hope; I want 
to be a new person." She, her husband, and their friend all placed their faith in Christ 
that day and were baptized outside the camp. 
 
Two Kurdish brothers whose family had been killed by radicals in Iraq, including their 
parents right in front of their eyes, straight up said, "We don't want to be Muslim 
anymore. We want to follow Jesus." 
 
A Palestinian-born man who was raised in Syria because of conflict in Palestine, who 
was separated from his wife and children and not sure when or how in the world he will 
reunite with them, saw our missionary distributing water. He pulled him aside and asked 
him two questions. "Do you speak Arabic?" (To which our missionary said, "Yes.") The 
second question was, "Can you tell me how to become a Christian?" 
 
Because of your church's giving, right now refugees are hearing the greatest news in all 
the world. Or to put it in the words of 1 Thessalonians: because of the Gospel in you and 
your church, God's glory is sounding forth right at the border of Macedonia, and 
everywhere around the world. 
 
So I want to thank you. And at the same time, I want to encourage and challenge you. I 
want to encourage you to give all the more generously and all the more sacrificially and 
all the more cheerfully in the days ahead so that people who have never heard the 
Gospel might hear this Good News of what God has done for us in Jesus, that they 
might receive it, just as you have -- and that through them, this Gospel might resound all 
the more in the world to the glory and praise of God. 
 
Take the next step at IMB.org/LMCO. 
 
Author Bio: David Platt is the president of the International Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This article originally ran in the Winter 2016 issue of SBC 
LIFE. 
 


