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Top left: Lead Missionary Bobby Gilstrap speaks from the 
convention stage. Top right: John Cross speaks at the pastor’s 
conference, held at Cedar Creek Church before the Annual 
Meeting on October 29. Second row left: George Fountain 
presents the bivocational pastor of the year award to Jeremy 
Boling. Second row center: Sharon Wood and Win Williams 
meet with the greeters at the convention registration table. 
Second row right: Roscoe Bolton speaks at the note burning 
ceremony. Third Row: Convention president Larry Allen 
addresses convention attendees in his message.
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Three churches cooperate, hold joint revival services
What does revival look like to 

you? For three small churches in the 
Southwestern Baptist Association it 
looks like cooperation.

Ontwa Baptist Church, First 
Baptist Church of Berrien Springs, 
and The Sanctuary Church joined 
together and invited guest speaker Ed 
Crawford to hold back-to-back re-
vival services for their congregations, 
April 21 through May 11, 2013. 

“In order to make it possible to 
bring Brother Crawford in, we sched-
uled him to do a series of services,” 
Mike Elsey, pastor of Ontwa Baptist 
Church said. “It turned out good be-
cause all the churches were cooperat-
ing with each other.”

Working cooperatively seems to 
be a way of life for Elsey and Derek 
Cromwell, pastor of First Baptist, 
Berrien Springs. They had already 

formed a close friendship as they 
served on the same staff in a previous 
ministry setting.

They’ve worked together in a Fair 
ministry, held joint Vacation Bible 
Schools, and helped another local 
congregation with their pastor search. 
They even provided names for this 
church’s search committee to locate 
an interim.

The friendship and cooperation 
seen in these men spilled over into 
the congregations. According to 
Elsey, the people of the three church-
es were already close. However, 
during the planning and execution of 
the services a deep bond developed 
among them. 

For a cascading revival like this to 
be successful, a talented and flexible 
evangelist had to be engaged.

“He was a friend of Derek’s and is 
in great demand for his music evan-
gelism,” Elsey said.

As it turns out, that music evange-

‘Rekindle’ celebrates a successful year of ministry
 By Jonathan Guenther

Managing Editor

HOLT — “Make me salt, make me 
light” were more than just words on a 
screen for this year’s annual meeting.

The lyrics to “Salt and Light” 
served as a reminder of what the year’s 
focus had been for Michigan Baptists: 
churches, though autonomous, united 
in purpose to share the Gospel message 
across Michigan and around the world.

“It’s awesome how we can cooper-
ate together to advance God’s King-
dom!” Kevin Hester said on Twitter. 
“Great stories of how God uses ordi-
nary people to advance His Kingdom 
in an [extraordinary] way!”

The Annual Meeting included times 
of worship; celebrating church start-
ing, strengthening, and mobilization 
with presentations from mission-action 
teams; business sessions; three chal-
lenging messages; and more.

Executive director and lead mis-
sionary Bobby Gilstrap presented the 
first message of the convention, shar-
ing four things that can hinder spiritual 
life: other believers, challenges in life, 
slothfulness, and foolish thinking.

“If we’re going to operate in a spirit 
of power, we’ve got to have bold strat-
egies to reach people,” Gilstrap said in 
his message.

The message followed a report 
from the church starting mission-action 
team.

The report detailed a new approach 
to church starting.  Known as a “rifle 
approach” rather than the previous 
“shotgun approach,” church starters 
are thoroughly screened and evaluated 
before sent to 
plant. This ap-
proach looks to 
target successful 
church start-
ers rather than 
simply funding 
anyone who is 
willing and able.

“One of 
the best ways 
to reach new 
people for Christ 
is through new 
church plants,” Scott Blanchard said in 
the church starting report.

As an example of successful church 
planting, Kevin Hester and Tim Steele 
shared successes from their respective 
church plants.

The second day of the meeting 
kicked off with a note burning ceremo-
ny. The State Convention Baptist Min-
istry Building in Fenton was paid off 
in 2013, and former executive director 
Dr. Michael Collins led the convention 
in a celebration of ending this debt.

Next, the church strengthening 
mission-action team shared their en-
deavors over the previous year.

The second annual Church Equip-
ping Conference saw success in 2013, 
but the strengthening team also shared 
several other events as well.

The strengthening team provided 
training for lead-
ers of Vacation 
Bible School, 
“still the most 
effective tool for 
reaching chil-
dren,” and also 
spearheaded the 
Metamorphosis 
youth camp, 
college ministry 
events, and other 
events as well.

A message 
from convention president Larry Allen 
closed the morning session.

Following a presentation Wednes-
day afternoon from the church mo-
bilization team highlighting Disaster 
Relief efforts as well as missions 
efforts at home and abroad, Blanchard 
offered a closing message.

I believe... God has plans and a 
vision for your church,” Blanchard 
shared in his message, entitled “Don’t 
Be a Grasshopper.” “We should dream 
big and not settle for small.”

lism was put to good use in the three 
churches. Each one has a different 
worship style: blended, contempo-
rary and traditional Southern gospel. 
Crawford had to fit into each one to 
effectively minister.

“To keep him from having to hop 
scotch all over the country and come 
back at different times we decided 
to have him come for back-to-back 
meetings,” Elsey said.

To save money and time, the 
evangelist stayed in a mission house 
that Ontwa Baptist owned.

Ontwa Baptist and First Baptist, 
Berrien Springs also used Crawford 
as a guest speaker for their Spring 
Youth Retreat. According to Elsey, 
Crawford created a great rapport with 
the young people in each church. His 
days as a football player for the West 
Virginia Mountaineers connected 
with their sports minded youth. 

“He knows how to bridge the gap 
musically with his experience in the 

music industry,” Elsey said.
This makes Crawford’s minis-

try very attractive to young and old 
alike.

“Ed Crawford has this amazing 
ability to fit into any environment. 
He’s an amazing musician,” Elsey 
said.

Results were seen in salvations 
and re-dedications in each church.

This was the second year the 
churches scheduled a cascading 
revival. They plan on more in the 
future and already have another local 
church looking to join them.

Elsey said that he would encour-
age other small congregations to 
engage in the same kind of coopera-
tive effort. Each church will find the 
blessing of common purpose by par-
ticipating in a joint mission to reach 
their community for Christ.

For more information about Ed 
Crawford, visit his website at ed-
crawfordministries.com. 

In addition to the Mission-Action 
team reports, several Lighthouse 
Leadership Awards were presented for 
outstanding leadership in various areas 
of ministry.

The 2013 Church Starter of 
the Year award was given to Scott 
Blanchard for his leadership in starting 
Lakepointe Church in Clinton Town-
ship.

The 2013 Outstanding Local 
Church Volunteer of the Year was 
given to Barry Eding for his leadership 
in Harmony Baptist Church in Jackson.

The 2013 Pastor of the Year award 
was given to Carlos Quinones for his 
leadership of the First Spanish-Ameri-
can Baptist Church in Pontiac.

The 2013 Bi-vocational Pastor of 
the Year award was presented to Jer-
emy Boling for his leadership of Abun-
dant Life Church in Iron Mountain.

The 2013 Outstanding Evangelism 
Leader of the Year award was given 
to B.J. McDaniel for his leadership 
in Frenchtown Missionary Baptist 
Church in Monroe.

“This year’s meeting was a cel-
ebration of missions in action,” said 
Gilstrap. “All three of our convention 
Mission-Action teams did outstanding 
presentations to highlight many of the 
ways that our convention of churches 
can be resourced for effective minis-
try.” 

The Shore Church 
Launches in Southwest 
Michigan
A new church plant opened in Saint 
Joseph in October, featured former 
American Idol finalist at launch 
service
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Rekindle Tweets #ReKindle13
Kevin Hester @Kevin_Hester
Great messages and speakers                  
@MichiganSBC on Tuesday. God gave me 
great encouragement!

James Augustine @PastorJim1970
How can we as the 40% reach out to the 
60% who will never step into a church? 
#ReKindle13 #somethingtothinkabout

Arthur Werry @arthurwerry
Hearing about what God is doing in 
mission work in Michigan. Very exciting. 
#Rekindle13

Jamie M. Lynn @JamieMLynn
Would my community know it if our church 
closed it doors? I must be marked by 
compassion in our city! Scott Blanchard

Billy Walker @billyhwalker
Guess what happened at BSCM convention 
tonight? Everyone there was encouraged 
by what’s going on in @MichiganSBC! 
Excellent!

Jerome Taylor @brojerome
Every soul with Christ is a missionary. 
Every soul without Christ is a mission 
field. #FollowJesus #LiveTruth #LeadWell 
#ReKindle13

Tony Lynn @SECONDHANDfaith
Pastor George delivered stirring remarks at 
the #BSCM13 on the tremendous value of 
bivocational servant leaders. May God raise 
up many.

Above left, the Cedar Street Church 
worship band leads messengers in 

singing “Salt and Light.” Above right, 
a group discusses the convention’s 

happenings. Left, Keturah Boyer and her 
sister-in-law lead attendees in worship. 

Right, Bobby Gilstrap holds the note 
for the Baptist Ministry Building during 
the Wednesday morning note burning 
ceremony. Below left, Josh Diez and 
his son lead participants in worship. 
Below right, Scott Blanchard and the 
Church Starting Mission-Action team 

share thoughts on the progress Michigan 
Baptists have made over the past year in 

church starting.
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New video series seeks to educate Michigan Baptists
The Baptist State Convention 

of Michigan 
has recently 
created a new 
video series 
teaching the 
Baptist Faith 
and Message.

The series 
features six 
teachers 
addressing 
different 
doctrines 
included in the Baptist statement of 
faith.

“It is so important that Michigan 
Baptists know what they believe,” 
said Bobby Gilstrap, lead missionary 
and executive director of the 

Baptist State 
Convention 
of Michigan. 
“The new 
video series 
is a great 
tool to help 
pastors, church 
planters, and 
members of 
any church 
to understand 
what we 

believe about the Bible.”
Since each segment is between 30 

and 50 minutes in length, the videos 
can easily be shown in a church Bible 
study as well as on an individual 
basis.

The series features Wayne Parker, 
Kayre Stanley, James Walling, Larry 
Rednower, Bob Johnson, and Tony 
Lynn.

The topics covered include the 
Scriptures; God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit; man, 
salvation, and God’s purpose of 
grace; the Church, the Lord’s Day, 
the Kingdom of God, and last things; 
evangelism and missions, education, 
stewardship, and cooperation; the 
Christian and the social order, peace 
and war, religious liberty, and the 
family.

The Baptist Faith and Message 
is the statement of faith that 
guides Baptists in their teaching 
and practice, summarizing key 
doctrines as Baptists understnad 
them. Originally written in 1925, 
the Baptist Faith and Message was 
revised in 1963, amended in 1998, 
and revised and 2000. While Baptist 
churches are free to use any revision 
as their statement of faith or craft 
their own doctrinal statement, the 
Baptist Faith and Message is the 
official statement of faith for the 
denomination.

The video series is available on 
the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan’s E-quip site, located at 
bscm.e-quip.net. 

 By Jonathan Guenther
Managing Editor

BSCM welcomes new regional strengthener/mobilizer
In the October 15 Baptist State 

Convention of Michigan Executive 
Board Meeting, Dan Russell was 
formally approved to serve as a new 
Regional Strengthener/Mobilizer 
missionary for Region 4.

“Dan brings a wealth of ministry 
experience to this new role,” said 
Bobby Gilstrap, lead misisonary and 
executive director. “He loves engag-
ing leaders and mobilizing believers 
for making a difference in the King-
dom. We are excited to have him on 
our team of missionaries.”

As a Regional Strengthener/Mobi-
lizer missionary, Russell will be seek 

to mobilize the associations, church-
es, and their leaders in his region in 
evangelism and mission involvement.

He will also serve 
as a consultant to the a 
associations, churches, 
and their leaders in his 
region.

Additionally, 
Russell will cultivate 
leadership relationships 
within his region to 
support new churches 
in the region. 

Russell, a gradu-
ate of Calvary Bible 
College in Kansas City, 
Missouri and Trinity 
Theological Seminary in Newburgh, 

Indiana, has over 30 years of pasto-
ral experience, serving five different 
churches in Missouri, Kansas, and 

Michigan. His two 
most reent pastorates 
spanned the last 25 
years.

Russell was or-
dained to ministry in 
1981. He has recently 
been accepted into a 
doctoral program to re-
ceive a Ph.D. in Bibli-
cal Studies.

Russell has been 
involved in the commu-
nity providing leader-
ship for several local 

ministers’ associations, sitting on the 

YMCA Board of Directors, teaching 
as an adjunct professor for Corner-
stone University and Spring Arbor 
University, as well as serving as a 
Police Chaplain, Hospital Chaplain, 
and Corporate Chaplain.

He is a certified Christian coun-
selor and has received training as 
a Spiritual Advisor for Hospice, a 
ministry to the terminally ill. He has 
also served in Christian broadcasting 
as well as Christian camping.

Russell resides in a suburb of De-
troit. His wife, JoLinda, is a certified 
teacher in Music Education. Together 
they have three adult children, Ryan, 
Rebecca, and Rachel, two of whom 
are married, along with two grand-
children. 

 By Jonathan Guenther
Managing Editor



Partner-
ing together 
to fulfill the 
Great Com-
mission is 
one of the 
things I 
like most 
about being 
Southern 
Baptist. It is 
even more 

gratifying when it brings old 
friends together.

James Greer and I met 9 
years ago in Singapore. James, 
his wife Dana, my wife 
Dianne, and I met as IMB 
missionaries in Singapore to 
receive training and to develop 
strategy to reach our areas for 
Jesus.

We spent four weeks 
together and forged a bond 
that lasted. James and Dana 
Greer served in Tanzania 
while Dianne and I served in 
East Asia, yet in Singapore we 
discovered we had much in 
common.

Today, James serves as 
Director of Missions of Top 
of Texas Baptist Associa-

This year, I was 
so excited com-
ing into our 2013 
Annual Meeting. 
Primarily, because 
I knew many of the 
plans made to share 
with our conven-
tion of churches.

Once I arrived, 
my anticipation 
turned to joy. Let 
me share with you 
seven of the joys 
I reflect back on 

for our 2013 Convention of Michigan 
Baptists.

Joy #1: Friends. Michigan Baptists 
are scattered across our state by so 
many miles that we often only see each 
other at large events like our annual 
meeting. It was a joy to fellowship with 
many old friends.

Joy #2: Presentations. I was excited 
to see the presentation of each of our 
Mission-Action teams. I had heard 
discussion of their plans so I anticipated 
the presentations would be exciting. 
Each of our three teams lived up to my 
expectations. We saw some of the best, 
most passionate presentations I have 
ever seen at our convention of how 
our churches are making a difference 
together through Cooperative Program 
ministries. 

Joy #3: Diversity. I enjoyed each of 
our worship sessions being led by very 
diverse worship leaders. A special thank 
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doing in their community. 
Joy #7: Conviction. I heard one 

convention attendee telling a team 
leader how their presentation had been 
convicting in his life. Also, other indi-

viduals spoke directly 
to me about how God 
was speaking to them 
through the messages, 
Mission-Action teams 
and Bambi Lake pre-
sentations. 

Although the last 
three years have been 
challenging and there 
are more challenging 
days ahead, I encour-

age you to remain confident in God’s 
sovereignty and relish the joys of what 
God has done during this past year. I 
pray next year’s convention brings even 
more joy as we join God in what He is 
doing among Michigan Baptists.  

P.S. Help us resource your church by 
submitting your Annual Church Profile 
(ACP) by December 1, 2013. If you 
need help, contact your associational 
office or bob@bscm.org. 

BoBBy Gilstrap
Lead Missionary/

Executive Director

BoBBy’s Bits

bobby_gilstrap BobbyGilstrap

Convention Joys
you to the Cedar Street Church Worship 
Band, Keturah Boyer (from Kingdom 
Life Church, Lansing), and Josh Diez 
(Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor, Lan-
sing).

Joy #4: Mes-
sages. Hearing all 
three convention 
messages that 
were built off our 
theme of “Re-
Kindle: the gift of 
God that is within 
you.” As each 
preached through 
2 Timothy 1, I 
felt it presented 
a great message of how we need to be 
revitalized in our spiritual lives and in 
our churches.

Joy #5: Find It Here. Among all the 
things our teams shared, I am most ex-
cited about the evangelistic opportuni-
ties our churches have through the 2014 
Find It Here spring emphasis. Details 
are available at www.GPS2020.net. I 
pray your church will be involved.

Joy #6: Mission Engagement. It was 
exciting to hear one of our pastors in 
conversation with our visiting Interna-
tional Mission Board missionary from 
Southeast Asia. This pastor is engaged 
in our partnership with that Southeast 
Asian country. I also had opportunity to 
do an interview for the Baptist Beacon 
about how one church’s worship ser-
vices having doubled, in part, because 
of a food distribution ministry they are 

TALKING 
POINTS

@Kevin_Hester:
Thank u 2 those who 
made it 2 @theshore_
church launch 2day! 
I am also grateful 
2 Monroe MBC, @
NAMB_SBC, @Michi-
ganSBC, U made it 
possible!
Kevin Hester

@cindyjbradley:
Pray for a church 
planting movement 
to begin in Michigan. 
#FBSMO
Cindy Bradley

@bobwood50:
Pray for our Campus 
Missionaries at Michi-
gan Colleges & Uni-
versities: Larry Woods, 
Rob Parsons, Kevin 
Richardson, Greg 
Symes
Bob Wood

@pastordanrussell:
Shared Psalm 90:12 
with a cancer patient... 
“Lord, teach us to 
number our days that 
we may apply our 
heart to wisdom.” It’s 
for all of us!
Dan Russell

@liese1000:
North America is the 
THIRD LARGEST mis-
sion field after China 
and India!
Carlos Liese

@PastorJESmithJr:

Church multiplication 
consists of you learn-
ing how to subtract 
yourself and adding 
God. It’s about theol-
ogy and not meology...
John Smith

Donn Broeker
Church Starter 

Strategist

Old Friend, New Partners
tion in the Panhandle and I 
serve as Church 
Starter Strate-
gist in region 2 
working with 
churches in three 
associations 
in Southwest 
Michigan. He 
tells me his 
pastors are not 
just looking for 
some place to 
go on a mission 
trip, but they are 
looking for a 
place to partner 
with and make 
a difference for 
the Kingdom. I 
quickly informed 
my friend that 
we also were looking for a 
partnership that would grow 
stronger in time.

This past week Dianne and 
I got back together with our 
friends and it was as though 
no time had passed at all since 
we last saw each other. We 
were able to attend their an-
nual meeting and Dianne and 
I set up a booth and enjoyed 

visiting with many pastors and 

WMU leaders. We were asked 
many questions and met new 
friends interested in advancing 
God’s Kingdom around the 
world.

We enjoyed visiting with 
Dr. D. L. Lowrie and his wife 
Alice about the work in Michi-
gan. Dr. Lowrie was the main 
speaker and has a rich history 
of working with Michigan 

while serving as Executive Di-
rector of the 
Tennessee 
State Con-
vention. Dr. 
Lowrie and 
his wife 
currently 
reside in the 
Panhandle 
area.

The 
plans are 
just begin-
ning to 
take shape 
with Top of 
Texas Asso-
ciation and 

will begin 
with a vision 
trip this next 

spring followed by mission 
trips to various areas hopefully 
this next summer. I can’t wait 
to see what God is going to do 
through this partnership.

It will be a blast serving 
with our old friends and some 
new friends to advance God’s 
Kingdom both in Michigan 
and Texas. In the end God will 
get the glory. 

Donn Broeker (left) with James Greer (right) 
(Submitted photo)

 I encourage you to re-
main confident in God’s 
sovereignty and relish 

the joys of what God has 
done during this past 

year.



Wow, 
November 
is here 
already! 
What hap-
pened to 
summer? It 
seems only 
yesterday 

that we 
were cel-
ebrating In-
dependence 

Day, and in a few weeks we 
will be looking forward to 
celebrating the Christmas 
holiday.

Last minute efforts will 
not be good enough. He 
gave His best for us and we 
must give our best for Him. 
And so, let me suggest, by 
Thanksgiving we must be 
well into preparing for the 
Christmas holiday.

I can recall the Christmas 
holiday being a unique opor-
tunity for us as a “Church 
Plant” to reach out to our 
community and bring fam-
ily, friends, school mates, 
fellow-workers, neighbors, 
and strangers to attend with 
us to celebrate the Christmas 
holiday. Most people love 
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GeorGe Fountain
Bi-Vocational

Ministry Consultant

tentmaker 1320

Tentmaker 1320

Christmas and we did all we 
could to make our guests feel 
as welcome and comfortable 
as possible. 

Celebrating the Christmas 
holiday was always a chal-
lenge for us as a church plant 
since we were worshipping in 
a rented school gymnasium. 
There were the tile floors, the 
cold metal folding chairs, the 
basketball hoops, and lastly, 
the collapsible stage. Yet, 
with the Lord’s help, we did 
it. Greeters were posted at the 
main entrance, throwing the 
doors open and extending a 
sincere and warm welcome. 
More people were posted 
inside the gymnasium where 
our guests were helped to 
their seats. 

Information packets were 
provided for each and every 
one of our guests. Inside the 
packet was information mak-
ing them aware of what they 
could expect if they chose to 
return and be with us again.
We included music that may 
be familiar to most people 
and also served to focus on 
the glorious holiday event, 
“unto us in the city of David, 
a savior was born, who was 

Preparing for the Christmas holiday already?
Christ the Lord.” Everything 
we did received our very best 
effort. Ultimately, all that we 
did was for the One we rep-
resented, served, and invited 
people to embrace as their 
Lord and Savior. 

The Lord honored our 
efforts with the experience of 
His presence and an expres-
sion of His pleasure. The 
glory of the Lord filled that 
gymnasium. Unattractive tile 
floors were overlooked; cold 
metal folding chairs were 
ignored. The basketball back 
boards had no effect and the 
portable platform… well, 
who cared. Jesus honored us 
with His presence, the Holy 
Spirit honored us with His 
influence, and the Father 
honored us with results. 

We found ourselves, 
seated together in heav-

enly places, experiencing the 
glorious working of God in 
our midst and reminded of 
His ability to make any place 
a glorious place when He is 
pleased with what is going on 
there. We left the gymnasium 
with a renewed sense of being 
glad we had been there but 
also being reminded it began 
with Him, it was about Him, 
and it was Him that made it 
to be what it was.

God has called us to 
being involved in the most 
meaningful work this side of 
eternity. It is His work, to be 
done His way, at His appoint-
ed place, by His appointed 
people. What we do here will 
last there… forever. We are 
rescuing the perishing, popu-
lating heaven, gathering a 
crowd that no man can num-
ber, and preparing for living 

in His presence… forever. 
To all of you “Tentmak-

ers Today”, He deserves 
your best efforts in preparing 
for the Christmas Holiday. 
As you, “return thanks and 
ask His blessing” on your 
Thanksgiving meals, I hope 
you are also able to ask His 
blessing on your efforts 
being made even then in 
preparation for celebrating 
Christmas. Then, enjoy the 
expression of His pleasure 
as you faithfully serve Him 
by reaching out to others and 
making His Son known. 

Churches planting churches
On Sep-

tember 28 
at the North 
End Baptist 
Church in 
Mt. Mor-
ris, Mike 
Durbin, 
Donn 
Broeker, and 
I presented 
Churches 
Planting 

Churches Training to the pas-
tors and leaders from three 
Genesee Baptist Association 
and three Bay Area Baptist 
Association churches.

The Genesee Association 
churches represented were 
the North End Baptist 
Church, Central Baptist 
Church and New Haven Bap-
tist Church/The Fieldhouse. 
The Bay Area churches 
represented were Sunrise 
Baptist Church, Lighthouse 
Baptist Church and New 
Hope Church. 

This was the first time 
this training has been offered 
in Michigan. That which was 
presented was the first day of 
a two day conference.

The first day lays the 
foundation for a pastor and 
church leaders to develop 
a V.I.P. for their church’s 
involvement in mothering a 
daughter church. VIP stands 
for Vision, Involvement, and 
Plan.

In Churches Planting 
Churches Training, trainees 
are guided through a process 
of learning and discovering 

God’s vision for where and 
how He wants a new church 
planted; planters are guided 
through a process for deter-
mining a church’s involve-
ment in church planting as 
well as in developing a plan 
to present the vision to the 
church so that they will buy 
in and support the concept of 
becoming a Mother Church.

Churches Planting 
Churches Training was de-
veloped by Dynamic Church 
Planting International, with 
whom NAMB is partner-
ing, so that our churches can 
receive this valuable training. 
A Mother-Daughter approach 
to church planting puts what 
formerly was called the 
Sponsoring Church in the 
driver’s seat when it comes 
to churches planting.

In this way new church 
plants are likely to be more 
successful because they have 
a Mother Church connected 
with them in a very support-
ive relationship.

The Mother Churches 
determines the location for a 
new plant, with God’s direc-
tion. They begin to develop 
the field for the future plant. 
They search for the right 
church planter, with help 
from their Church Starting 
Strategist. They may have the 
planter come on staff as an 
intern or apprentice to help 
him prepare for planting.

The Mother Church may 
send out a core team for the 
church plant. Of course the 
Mother Church will be sup-

porting the church planter 
and his family through ongo-
ing prayer, as well as help-
ing support them financially 
as God leads and provides 
for the Mother church. The 
Mother church is also more 
likely to be involved in as-
sisting the Daughter church 
through regular mission trips 
to the church plant, as well as 
through helping the Daughter 
Church get needed material, 
equipment, and supplies.

This healthy relation-
ship will be a blessing to the 
Mother church, as well as to 
the Daughter church, as the 
new church plant becomes 
self-sufficient and then turns 
around to join the Mother 
church for her next church 
plant, or even plants a new 
church on her own. Ultimate-
ly, it is all for God’s glory.

I hope that you will lead 
your church to attend a 
one day or even a two day 
Churches Planting Churches 
Training event. Our cur-
rent churches will never be 
able to reach all of the lost 
in Michigan. It will take all 
types of churches to reach 
all the people groups and 
geographical locations that 
are not currently being effec-
tively reached any church.

Churches Planting 
Churches Training, coupled 
with stepped up Church 
Planter Assessment and 
Church Planter training, will 
help us see a greater number 
of successful new church 
starts in Michigan. 

Jim marcus
Church Starter

Strategist

 ADVERTISING 

Did You Know? 
You Can Submit your items for publication

to the Baptist Beacon by emailing beacon@bscm.org 
by the 5th of each month for publication in the next issue

Church Information Packets 
are mailed to every staff member once per month and posted on-
line. These contain promotional posters, sign-up sheets, informa-
tional articles and more. See: www.MichiganBaptists.org

Youth pastor needed
Oakland Woods Baptist Church, Clarkston is searching for a part time 
youth pastor to lead, pastor, and disciple our Junior and Senior High 
school youth. As a church, we are looking for someone who has a 

heart for the Word of God and a heart for teenagers and their families. 
Applicant must also pass a background check prior to hiring. For more 

information or to submit a resume, contact John Phebus at
cpcande@att.net. 

tentmakers today

Church seeking van to purchase
Galilean Baptist Church, Flint, is looking to purchase a church van to 
transport attenders to Bible study and worship. If you have one 

available, please contact Pastor Sean Payne at pastor-
spayne@yahoo.com.
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MONROE, Mich. (BP) — At Monroe Mission-
ary Baptist Church, church members understand that 
pushing back darkness requires a readiness to serve.

“Our purpose as Christians is not to stay in well-
maintained buildings where cars drive by and see us 
from the outside, where everything looks good,” said 
Roy Southerland, the church’s pastor since 1999.

That’s why the church gives away food and win-
ter coats and helps struggling families through their 
benevolence ministry. That’s why they host funer-
als — and post-funeral meals at no cost — for every 
family they minister to. 

That’s also why they give 12 percent of undes-
ignated offerings to missions and ministries through 
the Cooperative Program, the way Southern Baptists 
work together to reach out from their states to the 
ends of the earth with the Gospel.

“There are always people who say, ‘If we kept 
back part of that [missions giving], think what we 
could do,’” Southerland said. “It has to be constantly 
stressed: It’s not about us. It’s about what we can do 
to model the love of Christ.”

Monroe Missionary Baptist is one of the largest 
Southern Baptist churches in Michigan, where about 
700 people gather for Sunday morning worship.

Even so, Southerland said, “I cannot see it pos-
sible for any church to really impact the world all on 
its own. It’s going to take working together.

“We believe the lifeline to reaching the world is 
the Cooperative Program,” he said. “If we are willing 
to give together and work together to reach the world 
with the Gospel, then we can make a greater dent in 
the darkness.”

Despite a sizable debt on the building and the 40 
acres on which it sits between Detroit and Toledo, 
Ohio, Monroe Missionary gives another 6 percent to 
missions and ministries through its association and 
local causes.

Still more goes to its international missions part-
ners, developed over the years by connections often 
made by people called out of the congregation to 
overseas assignments.

Each Sunday, time is given during the worship 
service to highlight Monroe Missionary Baptist’s 
ministry partners around the world.

“We call the names of those we send out and try 
to highlight something they have done this week,” 
Southerland said. “We tell the congregation that their 
gifts will directly affect getting or keeping our people 
on the field, or will send others to the field.

“People give if they see a reason,” he said. “We 
stress that the majority of their gifts are going to 
reach people.... When people see that, they continue 
to give.”

Despite the severe downturn in the economies 
of both Michigan and Detroit, some 25 miles north, 
Monroe Missionary Baptist members continue to 
give faithfully, the pastor said.

“The challenge we have here is trying to engage 
people [in the region] who have no understanding of 
the Gospel, no scriptural or biblical background at 
all,” Southerland said. “We’ve got to be able to meet 
this culture where they are and share the Gospel with 
people in such a way they will be receptive to it.”

The church’s most effective ministry is in provid-
ing funerals led by Southerland and the luncheons 
after in a city of nearly 23,000 people.

“We do this so we can get to the people who are 
hurting,” the pastor said. “We reach more people 
through that ministry of love than anything else. 
With every family we minister to, we ask God to 
open the door for us to love them into the Kingdom 
of Christ.”

Monroe Missionary Baptist has several funeral 
luncheon teams and on occasion does as many as 
three funerals a day.

“The opportunities are better than they’ve ever 
been for reaching people with the Gospel,” Souther-
land said. “There are plenty of opportunities for us to 
impact our community, our country, our world. It’s 
going to cost us financially, sacrificially.... But the 
world is waiting for someone to love them.

“Today’s culture is filled with a generation of 

people who are seeing life as sort of hopeless,” the 
pastor continued. “The church has the opportunity to 
reach them. But: doing things the way we’ve always 
done them isn’t going to work. Lost people are not 
coming to our churches until we go to them. I’m not 
talking about going door-to-door; I’m talking about 
going to them in their times of need.”

Monroe Missionary Baptist’s partners include 
a church member who is now in Central Asia; a 
children’s home — built by the church earlier this 
summer — about two hours from New Delhi, India; 
a couple and their four young daughters from the 
church who now are doing medical missions in 
Papua New Guinea; and a partnership in Israel.

“We keep before our people what God has called 
us to do, to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth,” 
Southerland said. “We cannot do that unless we send 
people and partner with people. God has made a way 
through the Cooperative Program.”

Monroe Missionary Baptist also works with 
pastors in Detroit and across the state, responding 
as it is able to email communications circulated by 
Michigan Baptists’ lead state missionary Bobby Gil-
strap. “God has also taken some of our young men 
and placed them elsewhere in the state.... I couldn’t 
praise God enough for all He has done,” Southerland 
said.

“We’re not worried about building a church; 
we’re building the Kingdom,” the pastor noted. 
“We’ve seen over the last few years God doing some 
amazing things. It has to be constantly stressed by 
the leadership.... It’s not about us. It’s about what we 
can do to share the love of Christ with a lost world. I 
think God honors that kind of ministry. We’ve got to 
get past ourselves and see it’s going to take a sacrifi-
cial effort if we’re going to reach people.” 

Cooperative Program, sacrifice, even funeral services show church’s care

“Our purpose as Christians is not to stay in well-maintained buildings where 

cars drive by and see us from the outside, where everything looks good.”

Monroe Missionary Baptist Church Pastor Roy Southerland

 By Karen L. Willoughby
Baptist Press

Monroe Missionary Baptist Church serves a children’s home in India in a town two hours from 
New Delhi. Earlier this year, a team led by pastor Roy Southerland utilized Bible-storying cloths 
there to illustrate biblical truths, with translation by a local pastor. (Submitted photo)

Spotlight
on

Missions
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(BP) — With a clear, simple purpose 
statement of “Make Disciples,” what 
does a church do when it outgrows 
its landlocked facilities in a part of 
town facing significant demographic 
changes?
A multi-faceted ministry

Circle Drive Baptist Church in 
Colorado Springs already assists 
a neighboring Baptist church that 
ministers in the heart language of 
many of the area’s newer residents. 
The congregation hosts another 
people group who meet in its 
facilities. Circle Drive has adopted an 
unreached, unengaged people group 
in West Africa in partnership with 
the International Mission Board’s 
Embrace initiative. And it maintains 
ongoing missions partnerships in 
the Philippines, Southeast Asia and 
Romania. Church members have 
been on mission trips to 17 nations 
(including the United States) since 
2002. Circle Drive additionally is 
heavily invested in missions and 
ministries across Pikes Peak Baptist 
Association and throughout the state 
of Colorado.
Others before self

Two years ago, the church where 
pastor Mike Routt serves voted to 
purchase 20 acres in a highly visible, 
fast-growing section of Colorado 
Springs. The land, already paid for, is 
within a mile of a new development 
where 6,000 new homes will be 
built in the next few years. This is 
a church where the 20 people who 
started the congregation in 1954 
took food each week from their own 
meager larders to share with their 
poorly paid pastor.

They were (and are) more 
interested in doing for others than 
doing for themselves. So they 
responded unanimously last fall 
when Routt, who currently serves as 
vice chairman of the SBC Executive 
Committee, suggested they rise to 
the “1% CP Challenge” voiced by 
EC President Frank Page to increase 
the percentage of their budget for 
Southern Baptist missions and 
ministries.

“Our church is in the midst of 
a $10.5 million capital fundraising 
campaign for a total campus 
relocation,” Routt said. “So why 
increase our CP giving 1 percent at 
this time in our church’s history?

“The needs of others remain of 
greater importance to our people than 
their own,” Routt said. “Through our 
giving to CP, we support thousands 
of IMB and NAMB missionaries; 
we support thousands of students 
who are preparing for the Gospel 
ministry in our six SBC seminaries; 
we support religious liberty through 

the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission; and we support the 
work of our own state convention in 
saturating Colorado with the Gospel. 
Our church also supports strongly 
the Cooperative Program because of 
partnership with other churches of 
our denomination across America.”

The Cooperative Program is the 
way Southern Baptist 
churches combine 
their missions dollars 
for maximum impact 
around the world.

“[Circle Drive] did 
it enthusiastically,” 
Routt said. “People 
are excited. We’re 
wanting to expand; we 
want to have a greater 
impact in the Kingdom 
of God, and the 
Cooperative Program 
helps us have that 
Kingdom impact.

“Both tasks are 
urgent,” he said. “We 
must move forward 
locally to fulfill the 
Great Commission in 
our ‘Jerusalem.’ But we 
must also move forward 
globally to fulfill the 
Great Commission ‘to the ends of the 
earth.’”
Making disciples

Their “Jerusalem” — the greater 
Colorado Springs area — starts with 
pew-sitters, people in the church who 
may have no specific ministry vision, 
Routt said. Giving them vision begins 
with the church’s children’s ministry 
led by Kathy Routt, the pastor’s wife. 
She revamped the children’s ministry 
area and its programs so that children 
know they are loved and important 
to God. The goal is for each child to 
know God personally, believe His 
Word and share His love with others. 
This ministry is extended through 
Circle Drive’s outreach at Will 
Rogers Elementary School.

“I have two passions — children 
and missions,” Kathy Routt said. 
“God has given me a passion for 
children and their families. It’s truly 
a blessing to serve the church and see 
people’s lives changed and see what 
God does.

“I love being a pastor’s wife,” she 
added. “Not every pastor’s wife is the 
same.... God gifts each pastor’s wife 
differently and we don’t need to be 
like the pastor’s wife down the street 
in the way we serve the church. We 
just need to be faithful to do what He 
has called us to do.”

Each age group at Circle Drive, 
preschool through adult, is involved 
in specific ministries to help nurture 
the faith of pre-believers and mentor 
Christians into becoming fully 
engaged disciples. In addition, the 
church has specialized ministries for 

the military and the deaf as well as an 
active evangelistic outdoor ministry.
For the long haul

“We’re not in a hurry about 
raising the money to be able to 
relocate,” Mike Routt said. “It’s not 
about ambition. It’s determining, 
discovering God’s will and doing it. 
I would love for us to raise the entire 

amount and just be able to give our 
church building to the association to 
use for an inner-city ministry.”

In addition to its other ministries, 
Circle Drive sponsors Grassroots 
Church plant, a multi-housing 
ministry that distributes food 
and furniture, constructs mission 
projects statewide and hosts pre-
evangelism events such as July 4 and 
Thanksgiving celebrations.

“Mike Routt and Circle Drive 
Baptist Church are major players 
not only in Colorado Springs 
but in Colorado as a state,” said 
Mark Edlund, executive director 
for the Colorado Baptist General 
Convention. “Mike is a major asset 
to the Kingdom work in Colorado.”

A clear mission
Routt, when he came to the 

church in 2002, led in defining its 
purpose statement so every member 

could easily remember it. Everything 
the church does must directly align 
with “Make Disciples.” As a result, 
some ministries that had been 
successful in the past were phased 
out. His pastoral predecessor, who 
retired after 50 years in the ministry, 
has remained with the church and is 
supportive of its new initiatives.

With the 
elimination of 
television, bus and 
other ministries 
that didn’t appear 
to be as fruitful as 
they had been in the 
past, some of the 
reclaimed budget 
dollars were allocated 
to support other 
missions, including 
Cooperative Program 
giving. When the 
church voted last 
fall to accept the 1% 
CP Challenge, CP 
giving was raised to 6 
percent.
Cooperating for the 
Gospel

“The Cooperative 
Program connects 
us with other local 

churches, churches around the state 
and churches across the nation,” 
Routt said. “CP allows us to carry 
out the Great Commission through 
giving. While it is physically 
impossible for our specific church to 
go to all the countries of the world 
with the Gospel of Jesus, we can go 
to these countries through our giving 
to the Cooperative Program so that 
thousands can go in our place.

“In his address to the messengers 
of the 2012 annual meeting in New 
Orleans, Dr. Frank Page shared 
with us that the fuel for the Great 
Commission Advance is the fuel of 
the Cooperative Program,” Routt 
said. “He also admonished us that 
the Great Commission will be left to 
someone else if we don’t provide the 
fuel. I realize the way for this goal to 
be met: one church at a time!” 

Colorado church makes Cooperative Program giving a priority
 By Karen L. Willoughby

Baptist Press

Circle Drive Baptist Church in Colorado Springs has 
taken mission trips to 17 nations and maintains mission 
partnerships in the Philippines, Southeast Asia and Romania. 
(Photo courtesy of Circle Drive Baptist Church)

Having outgrown its landlocked facilities, Circle Drive Baptist Church 
in Colorado Springs is raising money for a new church. Yet Circle 
Drive members also decided to increase their giving to the Cooperative 
Program in order to fulfill the Great Commission to “the ends of the 
earth.” (Photo courtesy of Circle Drive Baptist Church)



Vacation Bible School JumpStart

Saturday, December 7, 2013
9:00 am – 12:30 pm

Baptist State Convention Ministry Building
Fenton, MI

Special guest: Jerry Wooley, LifeWay VBS Specialist

Check out 2014 VBS resources.
Get a jump start on next year’s VBS planning.

This is a free training event.
Register at http://register.bscm.org.
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Pornography plague confronted by church’s “Battle Plan”
 Mark H. Hunter

Baptist Press

NORTH MOBILE, Ala. (BP) — 
“We are men with a battle plan. We 
are men of God.”

Those words — a declaration of 
war against the scourge of pornogra-
phy — were voiced by hundreds of 
men gathered in a church auditorium 
and joined by 
hundreds of 
others across 
the nation via 
webcast.

“Battle Plan: 
Freedom From 
Porn” was co-
hosted by Ed 
Litton, senior 
pastor of First 
Baptist Church 
in North Mobile, 
Ala., and Neal 
Ledbetter, direc-
tor of campus 
life at the University of Mobile. More 
than 500 men from a half-dozen local 
churches attended, while the webcast 
was viewed by an unknown number 
of other men as far away as London.

Battle Plan, now posted at www.
northmobile.tv, detailed the cata-
strophic effects of pornography on 
men’s lives, their wives, their fami-
lies and churches while relaying a 
five-point plan of victory through 
Jesus.

“What really drove us to do this 
is — the Gospel is being stalled 
because men are getting stuck in lust 
and stuck in greed and we’re not tak-
ing the Gospel to where it needs to be 
taken,” Litton said. “A huge motiva-
tion for us was to try to help our men 
get a handle on this.

“It is every man’s problem and 
struggle — all of us need to go to the 
cross,” Litton said. “But we have to 
be set free by the Gospel first.”

Ledbetter, in opening the session 
Sept. 19, candidly admitted, “I have 
come from the battle line — I have 
actually come from behind enemy 
lines where I was a hostage to por-

nography.
“You are not the only one. You 

are not alone in this fight,” Ledbetter 
said. “I have to say, from the begin-
ning, ‘me too.’”

The issue of lust for men is noth-
ing new, Ledbetter said, and even 
Augustine, in 390 A.D., admitted he 
battled it.

“We will fight together — with 
power beyond 
this world — the 
power of Jesus 
Christ,” Ledbet-
ter promised. 
“He is your only 
hope of breaking 
those chains.”

Ledbetter 
recounted statis-
tics that shocked 
no one about the 
number of sex-
ual references 
annually shown 
on American 

television; the multi-billion-dollar 
porn industry that grosses more than 
all professional American sports 
combined; and the growing percent-
age of youth and men who have seen 
online pornography and the number 
who look at it weekly or monthly or 
are addicted to it.

Sex in a marriage — a relation-
ship centered on love — was a gift 
given by God in the Garden of Eden, 
Ledbetter said, but “porn is a reversal 
of that. Porn turns us into consumers 
— not lovers.”

But participating in porn is only a 
skirmish in a larger battle for men’s 
hearts, Ledbetter explained, and to 
win that battle men must remove 
“self” as king of their lives, repent 
of their sins and submit to Jesus who 
transforms the heart.

Litton described the pervasive 
plague of pornography as one of 
the greatest moral challenges faced 
by the Christian church in the post-
modern age.

He related the familiar parable of 
the Prodigal Son but cast it from the 
father’s perspective, which he said is 

what Jesus’ parable is really about.
One brother was immoral, who 

confessed his sins, Litton said, and 
the other brother was moral in the 
worst sense of the word — he was a 
Pharisee who confessed his brother’s 
sins. But the father — who is God — 
pursues both boys, Litton said. “He 
gives grace to both.”

“You can be the younger brother 
who dove headlong into the cesspool 
or you can be the older brother who 
never misses a Sunday at church, 
who always does what’s right, but 
has a pornographic mind,” Litton 
said. “This is not a gathering for men 
who are struggling with porn — this 
is a gathering for men.

“God wired us for beauty and 
the enemy knows that — he wants 
to destroy our lives … and gets us 
so wrapped up in something that is 
so shameful to us that we can’t even 
teach a Sunday School class for kids 
because we feel disqualified,” Litton 
said.

Litton encouraged the men to take 
the advice of the apostle Paul when 
he declared, “forgetting the former 
things I press on.”

“We have to make up our minds 
and not look back,” Litton said.

In relaying a “Battle Plan: Free-
dom From Porn” to attendees, Led-
better and Little drew from a book 
by Tim Chester titled “Closing the 
Window”:

• Abhorrence of porn — Men 
need a holy hatred of porn itself — 
beyond the shame it brings and the 
destruction it causes to relationships. 
Men must yearn for a change of at-
titude toward porn, Ledbetter said. 
“You’re going to have to pray and 
ask God to do this — ‘God, help me 
to hate what You hate.’”

• Adoration of God — Psalm 51, 
in which King David confessed his 

adultery with Bathsheba and the mur-
der of her husband. David confessed 
that his sin is against God and prays, 
“Cleanse me, O Lord, with hyssop — 
make atonement for me,” Litton said. 
“Jesus did that for us — the holiness 
of God humbles us but the grace of 
God gives us hope.” 

• Assurance of grace — Ledbetter 
told the men they are loved by God 
and there is nothing they can do by 
performance to make God love them 
more or love them less. “It is all by 
grace by faith not of works so you 
will not boast.”

• Avoidance of temptation — Men 
must flee from sin, Ledbetter said. 
“I don’t have the strength to rescue 
myself from this situation,” he said, 
voicing resolve to stay clear of poten-
tially sinful situations.

• Accountability to others — Lit-
ton cited what Gen. George S. Patton 
said about an army being a team; “it 
lives, sleeps and fights as a team.” 
The famed general said he had no use 
for “individual, heroic stuff.”

“You are kidding yourself if you 
think you can fight this battle by 
yourself,” Litton told the men, quot-
ing Dietrich Bonhoffer who wrote, 
“Sin demands to have a man by 
himself. It withdraws him from the 
community. The more isolated a man 
is, the more destructive the power of 
sin over that person.”

Everybody needs a small group of 
men who you can trust and they can 
trust you, Litton advised as a way of 
growing in discipleship.

“The more you become like Jesus 
the less attractive fake things will 
become to you,” Litton said. “Porn is 
fake. He is the truth, He is the light 
— walk in the light and walk in the 
truth. And I promise you — you will 
see victory and success in this area 
[of your life].” 

Ed Litton, an Alabama pastor, leads “Battle Plan: Freedom From Porn,” 
a live conference and, now, an archived webcast aimed at helping men 
overcome the plague of pornography.

 “Porn is fake. He is the 
truth, He is the light — 

walk in the light and walk 
in the truth. And I promise 
you — you will see victory 
and success in this area [of 

your life].”
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...Remedy Church, Kent-
wood, had over 400 people 
attend their Trunk-or-Treat 
and gave out over 120 
pounds of candy? Brian 
Mattson is pastor.

...The 2013 Youth Evange-
lism Conference will be held 
November 22-23 in Flint?  
For more information, visit 
the YEC website at www.
yecmi.com or on Facebook 
at facebook.com/YECMichi-
gan.

...The Greater Detroit Bap-
tist Association is hosting a 
youth lock-in on November 
15? Entitled “Rush Hour,” 
the event includes inflatables, 
dodgeball, rock climbing, 
swimming, and much more. 
The cost is $25 by Novem-
ber 8 and $30 at the door. 
Contact John Stolt for more 
information at 734-787-2435 
or pastorjim@pbcplymouth.
org.

New staff:
• William Tillery, Bridge 

of Victory Community, 
Detroit

• Demetrius A. Finley, New 
Truth Baptist Church, 
Highland Park

• Philson Lee, Hansarang 
Korean Baptist Church, 
Ann Arbor

• Nathan Eda, Ann Arbor 
Chinese Christian Church, 
Ypsilanti

• Jim Warner, Onaway 
Church, Onaway

• Rick Bowen, Saginaw Val-
ley Baptist Church, Sagi-
naw

• Jerome Taylor, Eastgate 
Baptist Church, Grand 
Blanc

Deaths and resignations:
• Rev. Charles Swain, pastor 

of Oak Park Missionary 
Baptist, passed away on 
October 5.

• Shirley Dines, wife of 
Praise Baptist, Kalamazoo 
pastor Al Dines, passed 
away on September 19.

• Bert Spann, pastor of Fel-
lowship Baptist, Saline, has 
resigned.

• Greg Symes, Western 
Michigan University cam-
pus ministry, has resigned.

• Mike Neefe, pastor of 
First Baptist, Atlanta, has 
resigned.

• Dave Belusar, pastor of 
Grace Baptist, Rogers City, 
has resigned.

• Rocky Coleman, pastor of 
Saginaw Valley Baptist, has 
resigned.

• Jerry Lovett, pastor of 
Bethany Baptist, has re-
signed.

• Steve Calmes of Ann Arbor 
Chinese Christian Church 
has resigned, and will be 
serving with his family as 
missionaries to Taiwan.

Left, former American Idol finalist 
Chris Sligh leads worship for the Shore 
Church’s October 20 launch service, held 
at Upton Middle School in Saint Joseph.

Right, a group of attenders mingles in 
the lobby before the launch service.

...Alpine Village Baptist 
Church, Gaylord, held a 
“round-up Sunday” on Octo-
ber 27 with country singing 
and comfort food?

...First Baptist Church, 
Riverview celebrated its 
48th Anniversary on Sun-
day, September 8? The first 
pastor of the church, Richard 
Rogers and his wife, Martha, 
attended the celebration. 
Their son, Phil Rogers, is 
pastor.
...Friendship Baptist 
Church, Detroit, held a “free 
flea market” on Saturday, 
October 19? The Greater 

Detroit Baptist Associa-
tion brought a block party 
trailer to give out free hot 
dogs and popcorn.

...Springwells Avenue 
Baptist Church, Detroit, 
held their annual fall 
revival October 27-30? 
Evangelist Larry Bell was 
the featured guest speaker.

...Merriman Road Bap-
tist Church, Garden City, 
celebrated its 60th anniver-
sary on Sunday, Septem-
ber 22? Wayne Parker is 
pastor.

SAINT JOSEPH — After more than five years 
of prayer, planning, and preparation, the big day had 
finally arrived.

Kevin Hester was born and raised in southwest-
ern Michigan. Although he had been in ministry for 
over twenty years, his heart longed for a church to be 
planted near his hometown.

“I had been praying that God would raise others 
up to come forward and plant a church in southwest 
Michigan,” Hester said. “No one came, and God 
revealed that I was the one who should do it.”

Saint Joseph, located on the Lake Michigan 
shore, is known as a great place to vacation or retire. 
Evangelical churches are noticeably absent from the 
area, however.

That was a key motivating factor for Hester to 
plant The Shore Church. So about six years ago, he 
began casting his vision for the church.

Hester went through assessments with the Baptist 
State Convention of Michigan and the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, and visited other church plants 
in Michigan and Indiana to develop ideas for his 
church.

More recently, a team from Ohio came and 
helped Hester pass out 6,000 tracts and flyers about 
the church. Hester has also advertised the church on 
the radio and in the newspaper.

After several weeks of preview services, Hester’s 
plans officially came to fruition on October 20 as 
The Shore Church held a grand opening and launch 

service, inviting former American Idol finalist Chris 
Sligh as a guest worship leader.

“I thought it was well-orga-
nized,” said Mike Elsey, pastor 
of Ontwa Baptist Church, who 
attended the service. “Kevin 
had a very contemporary but 
also theologically sound mes-
sage that a mature Christian 
could get into. It was filled 
with encouragement.”

Although Hester is pleased 
with the launch, he doesn’t 
want the momentum to stop 
there.

“A lot of emphasis is put 
on the launch and making your 
name known,” Hester said. “But our focus is on the 
long haul, because we really want to make an impact 
on southwestern Michigan as a sending church 
known for sending church planters out and making a 
difference for God’s Kingdom.”

His vision is already beginning, as Hester noted 
that he has already found others who are interested in 
church planting.

“Our vision is for The Shore Church to be a 
strong evangelical church but we [also] want to be 
a church planning center,” Hester said. “We want to 
see multiple churches planted from the church we 
are starting. We don’t want to be the only church 
planted, but we want to see others planted.”

Hester plans to continue reaching out to the sur-
rounding community and school system. The church 

meets in a school, giving a unique opportunity to 
connect.

“I said I would never plant a 
church in a school, but that’s where 
we ended up,” Hester recalled.

A local Senior PGA golf event 
also provides a unique opportunity 
for the church to serve the commu-
nity. Hester was a hole marshall at 
the previous tournament, and plans 
to return in May when the next 
tournament is held.

Hester also recognizes the im-
portance of partnering with others. 
He is thankful for the partnership 
he has with Pastor Roy Southerland 
and Monroe Missionary Baptist 

Church in Monroe, The Shore Church’s sponsoring 
church.

“Partnerships and cooperation are necessary,” 
Hester said. “Together we can accomplish a lot more 
for God’s Kingdom.”

He also recognizes the importance of partnering 
with the state convention and NAMB. He was able to 
use a “church in a box,” which consisted of a sound 
system and other helpful components, provided by 
the BSCM and NAMB.

“All of us are a part of The Shore Church and 
other church plants,” Hester said.

The Shore Church meets at Upton Middle School 
in Saint Joseph. For more information, visit the 
church website at www.theshorechurchmichigan.
com or follow @theshore_church on Twitter. 

Southwest Michigan church plant sees successful launch
“Our focus is on the 

long haul, because we 
really want to make an 
impact on southwestern 
Michigan as a sending 

church known for send-
ing church planters out 
and making a difference 

for God’s Kingdom.”

 By Jonathan Guenther
Managing Editor

- Staff Updates -
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Organization CP Designated YTD CP
 September September 2013

BAY ASSOCIATION

BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH 90.70 0.00 1,007.55
BIRCH RUN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 225.00
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 272.16 0.00 2,814.09
CROSSWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 532.45 0.00 6,412.06
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 6,413.89
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH 167.38 0.00 871.52
LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
LIFEGATE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
NEW HOPE CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,838.00
RIVERBEND BAPTIST CHURCH 25.00 0.00 185.00
RIVERWALK BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,804.46
SAGINAW VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 201.89 0.00 2,631.93
SANFORD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 8.63 0.00 107.41
SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 33,750.00
Total: 1,298.21 0.00 58,060.91
   
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION
   
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 500.00
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH LANSING 9.52 0.00 151.41
CEDAR STREET CHURCH 5,112.00 6,408.55 63,604.25
CHARLOTTE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 58.64 0.00 704.18
DISCOVER LIFE CHURCH 472.02 0.00 4,430.89
FAITH FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 50.00 0.00 350.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - DEWITT 50.00 0.00 450.00
FIRST SPANISH AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
GETSEMANI BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
GOOD SHEPHERD BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 3,777.38
GRACE CHURCH 1,977.32 988.62 30,490.28
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH - JACKSON 605.39 0.00 5,901.50
IGLESIA BAUTISTA GETSEMANI 0.00 0.00 0.00
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANIC de ST. JOHNS 0.00 0.00 215.00
JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST CHURCH 8.40 0.00 125.90
KALEO CHURCH OF LANSING 0.00 0.00 1,269.08
KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH 708.83 0.00 8,905.63

NEW COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH 133.79 0.00 869.72
NEW LIFE CHAPEL 114.00 0.00 1,134.00
PAGE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 686.33 0.00 686.33
Total: 9,986.24 7,397.17 123,565.55
   
GENESEE ASSOCIATION
   
AINSWORTH BAPTIST CHURCH 704.72 0.00 7,459.70
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 70.00 0.00 752.00
BRAY ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 2,077.00
CHRIST COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CORUNNA ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,521.98
DAVISON MEADOWS BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 450.00
EAGLE’S NEST BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
EASTGATE BAPTIST CHURCH 2,007.21 146.00 15,253.51
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH -  DURAND 0.00 294.35 0.00
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 261.19
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - CLIO 0.00 0.00 0.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - FLUSHING 0.00 0.00 630.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SWARTZ CREEK 2,816.83 0.00 14,037.27
GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
HANMAUM INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 900.00
HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH 97.00 0.00 2,206.00
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 1,558.00 569.00 18,288.00
LaFAMILIA MULTI-CULTURAL COMMUNITY 101.00 40.00 974.00
LIGHTHOUSE CHAPEL OF THE DEAF 46.00 0.00 470.00
LINCOLN PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 35.97 0.00 361.59
MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
NEW HAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH 200.00 0.00 300.00
NEW HAVEN FIELD HOUSE 0.00 0.00 0.00
NORTH END BAPTIST CHURCH 777.76 0.00 7,858.88
OPEN DOOR BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 814.75
OUTREACH BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 900.00
SHAWN BAPTIST CHURCH 900.00 0.00 2,700.00
THE FIELDHOUSE 200.00 0.00 200.00
THE POTTER’S WHEEL 394.12 0.00 3,247.44
THIRD AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
WESTSIDE CHURCH 653.00 150.00 6,051.00
Total: 10,761.61 1,199.35 87,714.31

GREATER DETROIT ASSOCIATION
   
ANN ARBOR CHINESE CHRISTIAN 0.00 0.00 0.00
BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 300.00
BREAHAA MISSIONARY BAPTIST 0.00 0.00 0.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 800.00
CANTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 150.00 0.00 2,800.00
CASS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
COMPASSION BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 321.08 0.00 3,517.06
DEARBORN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH 453.80 800.00 3,984.12
DETROIT BAPTIST TEMPLE 0.00 0.00 900.00
EASTSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
EBER MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 500.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - RIVERVIEW 65.49 200.00 827.35
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - TRENTON 0.00 0.00 5,943.50
FIRST SPANISH BAPTIST CHURCH 300.00 0.00 2,700.00
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 273.67 0.00 2,582.22
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 0.00 0.00 150.00
JEFFRIES BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
MERRIMAN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH 6,951.65 0.00 75,960.26
MIDDLEBELT BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 3,000.00
MT. VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 6,900.07
NEW TRUTH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 20.00 0.00 20.00
OAK PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
OPEN DOOR GOSPEL TABERNACLE 0.00 0.00 0.00
PALMER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 300.00
PEOPLE’S MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 800.00
PHILIPPINE INT`L BAPTIST CHURCH- 100.00 0.00 400.00
PHILLIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 0.00 0.00 160.00
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH 785.00 0.00 4,595.00
SECOND LAOTIAN BAPTIST CHAPEL 0.00 0.00 180.00
SOUTHFIELD ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 599.87
STRAIGHT STREET MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
TEMPLE OF FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 500.00
TRENTON MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 3,676.44
TRINITY CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
VICTORY FELLOWSHIP COMMUNNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 100.00



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - PORTAGE 413.00 0.00 3,583.42
HARPER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 877.67 0.00 8,436.95
HIGHER GROUND MIN. OF TEMPLE BAPTIST 0.00 0.00 139.00
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
LEVEL PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,432.49
PRAISE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,634.69
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,209.71
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
ZOMI MISSIONS CHURCH 0.00 0.00 2,788.73
Total: 2,144.81 0.00 36,492.77
   
SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION
   
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 3,241.00
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 4,446.60
DUNDEE BAPTIST CHURCH 470.00 0.00 3,344.50
EVERGREEN ACRES MISSIONARY BAPTIST 0.00 0.00 0.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,613.88
FRENCHTOWN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 240.30 0.00 3,017.21
GRAPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 64.15 0.00 745.94
HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
KENTUCKY PARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST 25.00 0.00 100.00
LAKESIDE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 600.00
LIBERTY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 339.21 0.00 4,065.00
MONROE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 9,148.70 0.00 95,969.23
PETERSBURG MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
RAISINVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 14,769.37
ROCKWOOD MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 722.12
TRUE GOSPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
UNION STREET MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total: 10,387.36 0.00 132,634.85
   
SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION
   
BANGOR BAPTIST CHURCH 86.00 0.00 942.00
BEACON BAPTIST CHURCH 85.00 0.00 1,072.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH - NILES 0.00 0.00 4,607.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - BERRIEN SPRINGS 91.72 0.00 813.49
GLENDALE BAPTIST CHURCH 76.00 0.00 479.00
NILES AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 957.65
ONTWA BAPTIST CHURCH 100.00 0.00 400.00
THE SANCTUARY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 100.00
THE SHORE 132.30 0.00 132.30
Total: 571.02 0.00 9,503.44
   
UPPER PENINSULA ASSOCIATION
   
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - KINGSFORD 153.00 0.00 1,292.00
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - MENOMINEE 140.00 0.00 1,358.00
BAY AREA COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SBC 64.00 0.00 494.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - DAFTER 119.80 0.00 1,092.01
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GWINN 341.46 0.00 3,810.15
GRACE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 0.00 0.00 80.00
HOUGHTON BAPTIST CHURCH 799.00 0.00 7,752.00
NORTHPOINT BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 283.72 0.00 1,963.79
Total: 1,900.98 0.00 17,841.95
   
WOODLAND ASSOCIATION
   
ALL NATIONS BAPTIST CHURCH - HOLLAND 0.00 0.00 69.00
ANCHOR BAPTIST 0.00 0.00 770.32
CHARITY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,533.26
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - LUDINGTON 0.00 0.00 304.64
FIRST KOREAN CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
GRACE COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
HOLLAND SOUTHERN BAPTIST 400.00 0.00 3,111.69
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA 0.00 0.00 0.00
IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA DE ALLENDALE 0.00 0.00 0.00
I.B. RECONCILIACION - GRAND RAPIDS 0.00 0.00 0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
REMEDY CHURCH 0.00 10.50 70.00
RIVERTOWN COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 628.00
SONRISE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 30.00 0.00 270.00
Total: 430.00 10.50 6,756.91
   
NON-ASSOCIATIONAL
   
FAITH BAPTIST CHAPEL 0.00 0.00 5,326.00
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH - LINDEN 25.00 0.00 200.00
HARVEY BAPTIST CHURCH 215.79 0.00 658.24
HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH - MONROE 3,106.68 0.00 36,720.35
NORTHBROOK CHURCH 0.00 0.00 250.00
Total: 3,347.47 0.00 43,154.59
Grand Total: 74,886.23 11,216.04 943,513.71
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WOODHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH 500.00 0.00 4,500.00
Total: 10,220.69 1,000.00 126,695.89
   
HURON ASSOCIATION
   
CAMPUS TOWN CHURCH ANN ARBOR 30.00 0.00 284.35
CONNECTIONS COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CROSSROADS COMMUNITY BAPTIST 1,218.33 230.00 12,774.07
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF SALINE 1,330.67 0.00 14,039.23
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - GREEN OAK TWP 100.00 0.00 716.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - SOUTH LYON 2,169.62 0.00 27,241.37
GRACEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 393.81 0.00 3,760.75
IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 197.00 0.00 1,699.00
LIVING WATER COMMUNITY CHURCH 400.00 0.00 3,600.00
NORTH PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH 429.11 0.00 4,497.08
OAKWOOD CHURCH 790.00 0.00 4,940.00
PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
VISION COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 442.00
YPSILANTI MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 420.00
Total: 7,058.54 230.00 74,413.85
   
LENDALE ASSOCIATION
   
CLINTON BAPTIST CHURCH 414.29 20.00 2,251.47
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 675.00
FRONTIER BAPTIST CHURCH 130.48 5.00 1,597.98
HILLSDALE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 18,420.06
NEW DAY/NUEVO DIA BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 529.00
TECUMSEH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 261.57 0.00 3,282.15
THORNHILL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 385.60
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH - ADRIAN 0.00 0.00 2,000.00
Total: 806.34 25.00 29,141.26
   
MOTOR CITIES METRO ASSOCIATION 
  
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 629.40 0.00 2,318.90
BEACONSFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 500.00
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 522.80 0.00 7,117.80
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 607.97
COLUMBIA AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 824.02 0.00 7,652.85
CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,080.00
CROSS WAVES CHURCH 164.29 0.00 1,549.59
CROSSINGS CHURCH 0.00 0.00 135.00
FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH, SBC 0.00 0.00 0.00
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH 0.00 0.00 30.00
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - NEW BALTIMORE 2,040.44 0.00 20,636.49
FIRST HMONG BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 763.75
FIRST ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
FIRST SPANISH-AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 386.04 0.00 2,786.04
FOREST PARK BAPTIST CHURCH 995.74 0.00 8,348.20
GOLGOTHA ROMANIAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
GRACEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
HARRISON METRO CHURCH 175.04 0.00 2,323.99
HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH - SHELBY TOWNSHIP 0.00 0.00 3,354.37
HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH - WATERFORD 35.00 0.00 546.00
HIGHLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH 659.26 0.00 7,225.05
HILTON OAKS BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 881.93
HMONG AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 467.71
HMONG PONTIAC BAPTIST MISSION 0.00 0.00 0.00
KOREAN FIRST BAPTIST 600.00 0.00 3,000.00
KOREAN IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
KOREAN NEW LIFE CHURCH 706.00 0.00 2,933.00
LAKEPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH 2,478.00 0.00 12,054.00
LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH 1,333.09 0.00 14,781.96
LAPEER COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00

LEGACY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 8,050.41
LIFE OF PURPOSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH 300.00 0.00 900.00
MADISON HEIGHTS FELLOWSHIP 0.00 0.00 0.00
MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 1,525.10 0.00 15,044.22
MT. ZION MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 25.00
NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 234.00 0.00 2,726.00
NEW COVENANT CHURCH 177.43 0.00 2,205.04
NEW DAY HOUSE OF PRAISE - SBC 329.00 0.00 889.08
NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH - FRASER 0.00 0.00 500.00
NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH - NOVI 0.00 0.00 0.00
NORTHFIELD HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
OAKLAND WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 21,904.00
PATHWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 113.30 215.27 2,454.30
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 0.00 0.00 300.00
REDEMPTION CHURCH 128.00 0.00 1,024.00
SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH 50.00 0.00 500.00
SPRINGVIEW COMMUNITY CHURCH 100.00 0.00 6,944.38
ST. STEPHEN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 400.00
THE CHURCH CONNECTION 0.00 0.00 2,589.44
THE HILL CHURCH 0.00 0.00 778.01
THE MASTERS BIBLE CHAPEL 0.00 0.00 0.00
THE SHEPHERD’S FOLD 100.00 0.00 870.00
TROY JAPANESE FELLOWSHIP 0.00 0.00 0.00
WARREN WOODS BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 539.00 11,028.33

Total: 14,605.95 754.27 180,226.81
   
NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION
   
AGAPE BAPTIST CHURCH 25.00 0.00 283.34
ANTRIM COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,139.81
CRYSTAL LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 596.54
EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 349.75 0.00
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH - PELLSTON 75.00 0.00 875.00
LAKE CITY BAPTIST CHURCH 20.00 0.00 160.00
LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
NORTHSHORE COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 250.00 0.00
OUR FATHERS HOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH, SBC 0.00 0.00 0.00
REDISCOVER FELLOWSHIP 0.00 0.00 0.00
SAFE HARBOR SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
THE ORCHARD CHURCH 419.90 0.00 3,189.16
Total: 539.90 599.75 6,243.85
   
PINES ASSOCIATION 
  
ALPINE VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 95.45 0.00 1,261.79
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 69.06 0.00 808.16
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - ATLANTA 10.00 0.00 168.00
GOODAR BIBLE CHURCH 0.00 0.00 213.24
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 334.44
GRAYLING BAPTIST CHURCH 116.57 0.00 884.24
HUBBARD LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
HURON BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 228.87
LAKE ST. HELEN BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 1,921.41
NEW HARVEST COMMUNITY CHURCH 0.00 0.00 35.18
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 298.00
ONAWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 748.76
PATHWAY SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 39.00 0.00 323.00
PIGEON RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH 304.03 0.00 1,425.44
ROSCOMMON BAPTIST CHURCH 193.00 0.00 2,284.00
THE CONNECTION SBC 0.00 0.00 132.24
Total: 827.11 0.00 11,066.77
   
SOUTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 
  
AMAZING GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
CANAAN CHURCH 0.00 0.00 0.00
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH OF HASTINGS 277.49 0.00 3,489.87
EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 576.65 0.00 6,701.47
FAITH BAPTIST - BATTLE CREEK 0.00 0.00 7,076.44



Baptist 
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Pastors take comedy class, sharpen communication skills
ROYAL OAK — On August 28, 

nine Michigan Baptist pastors took the 
stage at Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle. 
These nine pastors decided to take a 
comedy class from Bill Bushart, well 
known as the Michigan Comedy Coach.

The classes were held at Mark 
Ridley’s Comedy Castle in Royal Oak, 
considered to be among the comedy 
venues in the country. 

“My experience was enlightening,” 
said Matt Trombley, one of the partici-
pating pastors. “I learned a lot more 
about public speaking and how to get to 
the point quickly.”

“As pastors, we sometimes take a 
long time to get to the point of a story,” 
Trombley said. “With stand-up, you 
need to get to the point quickly.”

Tim Steele recruited the group of 
pastors, seeking to fulfill his bucket 
list desire to try stand-up comedy 
once in his life. After discovering the 
class, Steele found out that if he could 
convince eight other pastors to take the 
class with him, they could provide a 
clean show at their graduation final in 
front of a live audience.

The pastors had a variety of reasons 
for taking the class. Michael Dendy 
took the class to “learn better commu-
nication skills and find better ways to 
connect with my audience.”

Jimmy Jones desired “to be a better 

presenter of short, succinct stories.”
Marc Bewley wanted to learn “To 

help church planters and their preach-
ing.”

During six weekly classes, the pas-
tors met with comedy coach Bill at the 
Comedy Castle. Each pastor had the 
chance to take the stage and work on 
material, using his unique communica-
tion style.

“My big take away from this experi-
ence was the collaboration between 
pastors,” Trombley said. “In every 
class, we helped each other get better.”

Bushart had never worked with a 
class of pastors.

“After 10 years of helping coach co-
medians, this was hands down the best 
stand up graduation show I have ever 
seen,” Bushart said of the pastor group.

250 people filled Mark Ridley’s 
Comedy Castle on graduation night.

“The energy in the room was elec-
tric,” Bushart said. “The audience was 
ready to laugh and each comedian was 
on point. This will be a night that all of 
the pastors will remember.”

The night was filled with “a lot of 
memories and some good laughs,” said 
Ken Render of the experience.

The so-called ‘Chaplains of Com-
edy’ may return to the stage.

“Comedy may be an untapped 
venue for meaningful ministry,” said 
Rob Freshour. “I would like to explore 
that together with my preacher-comedi-
an-friends.” 
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Left, a group of nine pastors at the 
Comedy Castle. Above, Rob Freshour 
performs at the stand up graduation 
show.

 By Tim Steele
Special to the Baptist Beacon

Nearly 72% of Southern Baptist 

churches in North America

have plateaued or are declining in number. Send North America is designed to combat 

this trend by increasing the birth rate of new churches and decreasing the death rate of 

existing churches, but we need your help. The Send North America Church Growth and 

Revitalization Conference is a one-day experience intended to equip you with tools to 

infuse new life into your church and others like it throughout North America. Register 

for the Send North America Church Growth and Revitalization Conference and partner 

with us to penetrate lostness in North America through healthy, thriving churches.

Merriman Road 

Baptist Church

2055 Merriman Road

Garden City, MI 48135

Cost: $30

(includes registration, conference 

notebook, lunch, refreshments and a $15 

LifeWay gift card)

Learn more and register online today at 

namb.net/revitalization. 

For more information, email 

revitalization@namb.net

or call 770-410-6388.
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